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(Note by Professor M. De Laët) 

Thanks are due to the Director-General for having given effect without delay 

to the Resolution of the Fourth Yforld Health Assembly requesting him to study the 

possibilities of obtaining additional funds for the budget of the World Health 

Organization. In document EB8/15 the Director-General announces that a circular 

letter is being sent to all Governments requesting them to consider the possibility 

of imposing a tax on certain products, the proceeds of which would be made available 

to "WH0o 

In view of its dispersive character it vrould appear that there is no a priori 

certainty of this approach leading to fruitful results «, In point of fact there is 

little likelihood that any Government would pass a measure of this nature on its own, 

while remaining unaware if, when and how countries interested in the manufacture of 

identical or similar products will act in the same connexion. It is equally-

certain that such a source of revenue will be acceptable to the producers of the 

goods taxed only if the rate of taxation is so moderate that it does not involve a 

considerable increase in the sale price of these productsj consequently the revenue 

will only be really substantial if it is produced by wide application on the world 

market。 

It is indeed for these reasons that the resolution of the Fourth Health Assenibly 

requested the Director-General to study in particular "the possibility of arranging 

an agreement with Member States, or with some of them, for the imposition of a tax 

on certain products " 

The comments made during the discussions on this subject at the seventh session 

of the Executive Board suggested furthermore, that the Director- General is patterning 

his negotiations on the method which he employed, for exançle, to request Member 
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States to waive certain dues on insecticides. It will in any case be 

necessary to approach the competent international bodies which alone'could 

d r a W U P a C°-° r d i n a t e d P l a n and supply the сontacts essential for the success 

of the resolution voted by the Assembly. 


