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The Fourth World Health Assembly by resolution A4/R/55, taking note of a 

resolution proposed by the Delegation of India on the place of the Sixth World 

Health Assembly and of future assemblies 1, requested the Executive Board to 

examine this important question and to report to the Fifth World Health Assembly. 

The resolution proposed by the Delegation of India recoramendeds 

(1) that the Director-General should arrange to have alternate meetings of 

the Assembly at Geneva and at suitable places in different countries 

respectively; 

(2) that the 1953 Assembly should be held in a place other than Geneva, and 

(3) that the expenses involved should be part of the general budget, 

A s regards the first proposal of the Delegation of India, Article 14 of the 

Constitution states that the Health Assembly at each annual session shall select 

the country or region in which the next annual session shall be held and it is 

therefore only possible to establish a custom of having alternate meetings of the 

Assembly in different countries since in fact each Health Assembly has the right 

under the constitution to select where the next Assembly shall be held. In the ‘ 

preamble to the proposed resolution of the Delegation of India, it was stated that 

the development of willing co-operation of the governments of Member States can be 

provided by the contacts that can be established b/ holding meetings of the World 

Health Assembly in the territories of different Member States. Similar views have 

been expressed by other delegations to the Fourth World Health Assembly and also by 

delegations to the Third World Health Assembly, as well as by members of the 

Executive Board. An examination of the problems related to varying the plac?? of 

the meetings of the World Health Assembly was undertaken by the Executive Board at 

its sixth session and a working party composed of Professor Parisot, Dr, Brady and 

1
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Dr. Mackenzie was set up. Following upon the recommendations of the working party, 、 
2 

the Board decided as follows : 

"The Executive Board, 

Recognizing that it is within the competence of each World Health Assembly 

to determine the region in which the following annual Assembly should be held, 

1. BELISV3S nevertheless that it is desirable wherever possible for the 

location of Health Assemblies to be planned two years in advance ; 

2. REQUESTS that in future, in the event of invitations being received from 

or through Member States, the Director-General commence forthwith an examin-

ation of the situation as to the location of future Health Assemblies, and 

undertake the necessary investigations in connexion therewith; and further 

3- REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Executive Board on his 

examination and investigations in time to enable it to formulate recommendations 

to the Health Assembly based on firm proposals of Member States." 

Part I of resolution E36/R/32 related directly to the proposal received from 

the Government of the United States of America and the basis upon which that 

proposal might or might not be possible of acceptance, and it is only Part II of 

that resolution which is now relevant. No invitations for the holding of a future 

Assembly outside Geneva are at present in hand. Budget estimates were prepared 

by the Secretariat on the basis of the Fourth World Health Assembly being held in 

the United States of America, and the calculations and estimates were examined by 

•the Conference Division of the US State Department who agreed that they provided a 

fair approximation of the probable cost of such an Assembly. According to these 

estimates the additional cost of holding the Assembly and the succeeding session of 

the Executive Board in the USA was a little more than $200,000. . It might be 

expected that this figure would be reduced if the Assembly were to be held in 

Europe and increased if it were to be held in Latin America or the Far East. 

In connexion with the question of holding Assemblies away from Headquarters, 

the experience of UNESCO may be of interest. UNESCO has held three out of five 
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of its General Conferences away from its Headquarters and has therefore had a 

good deal of experience in this field. As soon as a government indicates its 

intention to invite the Conference to be held in its country, a list is drawn up 

by the IM3SC0 Secretariat of the various types of equipment and services which 

will need to be furnished by the host government. According to UNESCO experience, 

host governments normally provide the necessary space, furniture, telephone and 

interpretation installations, equipment, office supplies, local transport, includ-

e s cost of upkeep for services and equipment excepting telephone charts, salaries 

of ushers, guards, driver士，messengers, document reproduction staff, and in the 

case of some countries all paper requirements for the Conference. 

The Budget Estimates of UNESCO for the year 1952 3 which are to be submitted 

to the Annual Conference being held in Paris in June 1951 make provision for the 

holding of the 1952 Conference at Montevideo. 

The Estimates provide for a total cost to UÎESCO for the 
1952 Conference of 傘 657,288 

The I95I Conference being held at Headquarters in Paris 
has a provision of 

i.e., a difference of 

in addition, a supplementary credit for additional 
expenses for the meeting of the UNESCO Executive 
Board at Montevideo is proposed of 

i.e” a total additional expense for holding the 
1952 Conference and Executive Board meeting in 
Montevideo of 

223,282 

$ 434,006 

42,970 

I 476,976 

It would appear from the Budget Estimates for 1952 that the Uruguayan 

aovernment is prepared to provide all necessary space, furniture and equipment, 

practically the whole of the office supplies, and all local transportation. In 

addition it is to be noted that UNESCO does not pay the travel oosts of delegates 

to the Conference but only the travel costs of members of its Executive Board. 

The only experience which WHO has so far had of holding an Assembly outside 

Headquarters was the Second World Health Assembly at Rome. On that occasion the 

Government of Italy generously provided practically the same facilities as are 

listed herein as being normally provided to UNESCO, including supplies of all 
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paper requirements for the conference and in addition transportation from and to 

the Italian frontier for members of the Secretariat. The total cost to WHO of 

this Assembly was $164,979, as compared with the total cost budgeted for the 

Fourth World Health Assembly in Geneva of #155,888 which included #20,000 'for 

the prior meeting of the Sanitary Regulations Committee. 

In view of the fact that, since the Assembly held in Rome, no proposals have 

been received from Member States providing for any substantial contribution either 

in cash or in kind to the additional expenses entailed by the holding of an 

Assembly outside Headquarters, it would for the present appear that if it is 

intended to hold an Assembly away from Headquarters provision will need to be 

made in the regular budget for all or part of the additional expenditure, 


