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Action taken in pursuance of decisions of the Economic and Social Council 

1. The Economic and Social Council on 10 August 1948，in resolution 160 (VII) 

recommended that UNESCO convene a small committee of experts in the basic sciences 

to examine the question of the possible establishment of international rosearch 

laboratories^ as well as the advisability of convening an international conference 

of scientists to report to the Council on this subject, ； 

2. The: CommittGe of Scientific Experts on International Research Laboratories 

vms convened jointly 时 the United Nations and UNESCO in August 1949 and prepared 

a report which tho Economic and Social Council considered at its olevonth session."1" 

WHO was represented at that meeting. The Committeo considered the enquiiy made 
2 

by UNESCO in I947, ajid rocommended priorities in the fields surveyed as follows: 

1. First Priority 

International Computation Centre -

International Brain Institute 

International Institute of Social Sciences 

2. Second Priority 

International Astronomical Laboratory 

International Institute for the Ghemistiy of Living Matter 

International Meteorological Instituto 

International for Arid Zone Research 

1 UN document E/1694 

2 UN docraient E/620 
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3； T h S C O m m i t t e S ° f S C i e n t i f l C E x P e r t s ехалапеа other p r o p o s a related to 

the technical assistance programe, and decided to draw the attention of the 

U n i t e d N a t Í O n S ^ t h e specialized agencies to the follomng projects, 

i . Fluid and Soil Mechanics Laboratory 

i i . Erosion Laboratory 

Mining Laboratory 

iv- Institute of the Humid Tropical Zone 

V* F i e l d t e a r a s Nutrition and Food Technology 
•and discovery of new food sources ' 

vi. Geo-Medicine Centre 

vii. Institute of Oceanography and Fisheries 

V Í Í Í . diseasGstÍOnS ° 0 n C e r n i n g d i s e a s ^ regarded as social 

The Conunittee also rocon.nended convening an international conferenco of scientists 

not later than 1951.'.. 

4. 

(XI) 

T h e E C 0 n 0 m l C _ S o c i a l C o u n c i l on 14 August 1950 adopted resolution 318 

О П I n t e r n a t i 0 n a l R e s e a r c h baboratori^s in which, inter alia, the Council 

C u l t u r i f S S i U n l t e d N a t i ° n S E d u c a t i _ l , Scientific and 
Cultural Organization, m co-operation with the United Nations 
anf the appropriate specialized agencies, and in consultation 
witt such experts as may be desirable, to make： 

problem Tf s c i e n i S i / 1 1 ^ 0 1 ? е Г f ^ 0 ^ & the outstanding 
proDxems oí scientific research referred to in the report of 
the Committee of Scientific Experts； P 

• H J Í ) f „ t i c m of the ability of existing'research centros 
to deal adequate^ with such problems and recommendatioísfor 

X n s Z s S m n f f r f 0 r m \ ^ C l U d l n g , i f dotailed P ? n S l o r f t a f f l n g i 如 appraisal of the required physical faí>il-i + ñ 

и" T T t i V e m e t h 0 d s ° f i i n a n o i n n X t h e l t l G 3 ; 

l n i t l a l establishment and continuing operation： and 

(d) an examination of the role of thp (Thhpr/.en^^i^j. j . 

J H ， t h e i r respective fields and in facilitating the 
dissémination of scientific knowledge in those fields； 
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Invites UNESCO to transmit to an early session of the 

Council a report on the implementation of this resolution." 

In the same•resolution the Council approvod the establishment by UNESCO of an 

International Computation Centre and decided to postpone its decision on the 

convening of an international confercncc of scientists. 

5. During the discussion by tho Council of the report of tho Committee of 

Scientific Experts on International Research Laboratories, the Diroсtor-General of 

WHO ro-stated the position taken by WHO in this matter. He pointed out that the 

proposed International Computation Centre would doubtless be most useful, that the 

Organization felt there yj-as no urgency for setting up an Institute for Research 

on the Brain, and that since the most important problem was that of human behaviour, 

where knowledge was far ahead of practical application, research in this field 

should be carried out on an international and perhaps even a supranational basis. 

The text of the relevant stmmiaiy record is attached as Annex I . 

6. The Director-General would appreciate the comments of the Executive Board on 

his statement to the Council, 

7. The Executive Board of UNESCO in October 1950 requested its Director-General 

to convene a working party of tho United Nations and interested specialized 

agcncics and non-governmental organizations to study the implications of the 

Economic and Social Council^ resolution 318 (XI) , concerning International 

Research Laboratories, on UNESCO's action in this field in 1951 and on the relevant 

resolution of the draft programme of UNESCO in 1952. УШ0 was represented on the 

working party which met on 1-2 Decorabor at Unesco House. 

7 . 1 The working party noted that UNESCO had acted to creatc the following . 

international research centres in fields for which the Committee of Scientific 

Experts had recommended priority： 

(i) International Institute of the Hylean Amazon _ 

(iv. Instituto of the Humid Tropical Zone) 

(ii) Interim International Arid Zone Research Council 

(International Institute for Arid Zone Research) 25/EX/ll 

(iii) International Computation Contre (e /1699. Rev.l) 

8. The programme of UNESCO for 1951 and 1952 includes provision for surveys in 

tho fields of natural sciences and social sciences which will permit the Organization 
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to coiiply with the request made by the Council. The working party rocoaraondod. 

•"that those surveys boar upon tha subjects rocoiTmendcd by the Comittoo ôf Scientific 

‘Experts "idLth the follomng modifications í 

Л. First Priority 

International Brain Institute 

Regional Research and Co-ordinating Centros for Social Sciences 

Regional Laboratoiy for the Study of High Energy Particios 

В. Second. Priority 

IntomatiDnal Astronomical Laboratories 

International Institute for the Chcnistiy of Living Matter 

(Note; It was decided to defer the decision on the International 

Meteorological Institute pending the establishment of the 

International Metoorplogical Organization in April 1951 as a 

specialized agency of the United Nations). 

G. Prolimnaiy Enquiries 

Scicntific Aspects of the Boneficiation of Ores 

(this replaces ( i i i ) Mining Laboratory) 

Institutos of Oceanography - these would bo regional 

co-ordination contros; research on fisheries was 

excluded, since it falls within the programme of FAO. 

UNESCO will inclúdi2 in theso surveys certain questions arising from other 

parts of its work, 

8 . 1 It was noted that the topics ( i ) , (ii) and (iv) of the list (pago 2) 

suggested' by the Committee of Scicntific Experts were already covered by the v/ork 

of the International Arid Zone Research Council or the Institute of the Нуlean 

Amaz。n, 

8 .2 Topics (v), (vi) and (viii) rocomnended by the Committee of Scientific 

Experts relate to health. The workins party omitted then from the list after 

hearing statements by the roproscntative of 丽 0 . 

9. The position of YfflO vdth respoct to the fields which relate to health was 

stated as follows : 

9 . 1 Itrboniational Brain Institutg: The statement nade by the Director-General 

at the elovGnth session of the Econor.iic and Social Council was recalled together 
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with the position consistently taken by the Executive Board and World Health 

Assenb^r.' It was agreed that, should UNESCO丨s enquiry and roconnendations extend 

to public health subjects which are within tho authority of Ш 0 , UNESCO would 

consult 1Ш0 in accordance with the Agreements and the working arrangements between 

the two Organizations. • 

. 9 . 2 Regional Research Centres for the Social Sciences y The Director-General's 

statement to the Council was recalled; since the topics proposed for study in the 

regional centres are of interest to ЬТО, strong support vms indicated for this 

proposal. • 

9.3 Internîrbioiial Institute for the Chemistry of Living Mattort Although it 

was indicated that this topic night include cancer, it appeared that the proposed 

Institute lies within the field of UNESCO. No comnent was nade on behalf of VfflO. 

9.4. Field teans for Nutrition and. Food Technology, and dis с ove ly of nevr food 

sources (v；； Institute of Ocoano^rapty md Fisheries (vii)： 

The activities of Ш 0 in these fields wore recalled to the Committee. 

9.5 Geo Medicine Centre: It was indicated that Ш 0 would not assign priority 

to this topic at present. 

10. The working party agreed with UNESCO that the report of this survey should 

include a preliminaiy evaluation and conclusions on the data collected. It agreed 

that any reconimendations for the creation of new institutions vrould be limited to 

institutions given priority by the Committee of Scientific Experts and that UNESCO 

would report also on the usefulness of existing institutions and on measures to 

assist their expansion if necessary. 

11,. The representatives of UNESCO stated that it is planned to present the first 

results of the survey to the General Conference of UNESCO in 1952 and to the 

fifteenth session of the Economic and Social Council. It is expected that this 

report will include suggestions for aid to relatively few institutions, in addition 

"Ьэ those responsible for the three priority subjects. 

Health Topics ‘ 

At the end of the discussion, one member of the Executive Board of UNESCO 

observed that all three of the third priority topics relating to medicine had been 

eliminated at the request of TfflO and that, therefore, no health projects as such 
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: 〉 . . . . . . ‘ . . . . 

would be included in the survey. Ho believed that a statement should be nade to 

explain this fact. 

The representative of ТШО recalled the agreement between the UN and TvEO 

which recognized ÏJHO as the international authority in health natters and the 

constitutional obligation of ШЮ to co-ordinate international health work. ‘ It 

was pointed out that, since the time of the Interin Connission, ¥Ш0 had included 

co-ordination and assistance to international research as part of its regular 

prosrarane. The full record of TfflO's activities in this field is contained in 

the Annual Reports of the Director-General and the Draft Programe and Budgets, 

both of which are coinnunicated to the Economic and Social Council. The question 

raised by the member could be answered by reference to these docunents. 

The Director-General .would appreciate an expression of the Board's opinion 

on the ppsition of ;7H0 as stated above, and on the decisions taken by the working 

party. 
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ANNEX I 

STATEMENT MADE BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF WHO 

ON 工INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH LABORATORIES 

(Excerpt from Summary Record 410 of the Eleventh Session 

of the Economic and Social Council). 

72. Dr. CHISHOLM (World Health Organization) emphasized the fact that his 

Organization was devoting a considerable part of its budget to the promotion of 

international research in the sphere of health. Much valuable work was being 

done in connexion with the potential threat of an epidemic of influenza, and a 

chain of laboratories had been set up throughout the world to work on that 

problem. . International research was also being promoted by WHO in connexion with 

the BCG vaccination programme and the fight against malaria» / 

73. It was clear, therefore, that his Organization's attitude to international 

research was far from being negative. WHO believed, however, that at appropriate 

stages of their national development countries should develop their own research 

institutes. Another point to be remembered was that no problem could be regarded 

as purely international. For instance, the brain could riot be separated from the 

central nervous system, which could not be separated from the peripheral nervous 

systemj which could not be separated from the body, which, in its turn, could 

not be separated from the social environment in which the person in question 

happened to be living. That might illustrate why even the study of the brain 

could not be regarded as a purely international problem and had to be undertaken 

in the light of various social factors prevailing in.given areas. 

74. Furthermore, one should not lose sight of the teaching and even inspir-

ational value of great scientists at the places where they happened to teach and 

work. It would be dangerous, therefore, to"collect great scientists from all 

over the world and segregate them in so-called international laboratories. Far too 

many scientists had already been sc segregated and were losing touch with the 

social and political problems of the world. It should be remembered that there 

was always a temptation for any scientist to give up the teaching side of his 

activities in order to concentrate on advance research. Yet such research could 
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Annex 1 

be of benefit only if the scientist in questionkept in constant touch， through 

having to teach, with the fundamental elements of his particular science. 

75. Funds which could be made available by the United Nations for setting up 

new and at times redundant international laboratories would be infinitesimal 

compared with the money which was being spent in the world for purposes of 

scientific research. Consequently, the international laboratories would•never 

' b e able to compete with similar national institutes. Those United Nations funds, 

however, would be of very great value if used to help some Df the deserving 

national laboratories. 

76. The World Health Organization believed that the International Computation 

Centre would be extremely useful for all countries and all sciences. It was in 

the social field,'however, that the most useful work could be done. The United 

Nations should tackle such work with all the energy at its command, in order to 

ensure that scientific knowledge already available should be applied to everyday 

life。 Much was known about inter-human relations， but vary little of that 

knowledge was being applied. The studies undertaken by UNESCO on the subject 

were most promising) and it should always be remembered that the results of any 

work in that field might outweigh by far the results of all the other research 

undertaken by the United Nations. 

77• In conclusion, he said that his Organization believed, first， that the 

proposed International Computation Centre would be most useful； secondly, that 

there was no urgency for setting up an 工international Institute for Research on 

the Brain； and thirdly, that the most important problem was that of human 

behaviour, where knowledge was far ahead of practical application. Research in 

the field of hman behaviour should be carried out on an international and 

perhaps even supranational basis. • 

78. Countries should be left free to develop their own research with whatever 

aid they could get from the United Nations. If expert scientists were in danger 

of being segregated in international laboratories^ national institutions might 

start doing much of their research in secret for fear of losing their scientists. 


