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1. The General Assembly of the United Nations adopted on 20 November 1950 a 

resolution on the development of arid land of which the text is as follows : 

"The General Assembly 

Considering that: 

(a) One of the basic reasons for the low standard of living in 

certain under-developed countries is the inadequate extent of the 

areas at present under cultivation, 

(b) The continual increase in the populations of these countries 

requires the adoption of appropriate and urgent measures for the 

development of their resources, 

(c) It is essential in the above circiimstances, if the equitable 

distribution of land is to be promoted and the standard of living 

raised， that， among other measures, the areas at present under 

cultivation be increased by the development of arid zones, 

(d) The Economic and Social Council, in resolution 324 D (XI) 

of 9 August 1950, has recommended an intensification of scientific 

research to promote the economic and social progress of mankind and 

has recognized the necessity for co-ordinating the efforts of the 

various competent bodies of the United Nations and the specialized 

agencies in order to study the problems of the* arid zones both in 

their scientific and in their practical aspects^ 

1。 Recommends that the.Secretary-General prepare, in collaboration 

with the competent specialized agencies, a report on the practical 

measures adopted for the study of the problems of arid zones and on 

the technical and financial means employed by the specialized agencies 

for this purpose ; 



• j 

2. Invites the Se с re ta ry- Gene ral to submit his report on this ^ 

matter not later than to the fourteenth session of the Economic 

and Social Council; i 

3. Calls upon the Economic and Social Council to examine the 

report and， with a view to facilitating and encouraging the 

development of arid land》 to consider such measures as： 

(a) Devoting sufficient technical and financial means to 

the stucty of the relevant scientific and practical problems ； 

(b) .Promoting and co-ordinating the activities of the 

United Nations and the specialized agencies to that end; 

(c) Furnishing appropriate technical assistance to the 

Governments concerned." 

2. In view of the very great interest shown in thio subject during the debate 

by the General Assembly, the Dire с t or-Gene ral believes that the Board and the 

World Health Assembly may wish to keep the resolution in mind in considering the 

programme of li/HO. 

3. While this programme does not refer specifically 七o. the problems of arid 

zones, account is taken of these problems in the appropriate sections of the 

woric. WO is likewise collaborating with other institutions.of the United 

Nations in this field. 

4. UNESCO began, in 1949， a series of consultations with scientists and re-

presentatives of international agencies which resulted, in the appointment of 

the Interim International Arid Zone Research Council. WHO took part in these 

consultations. At its meeting of 20-23 November 19501， the Interim Council 

recommended that, pending the establishment of the permanent Council, there be 

set up an Advisoiy Committee on Arid Zone research composed of representatives . 

of the United Nations, specialized agencies and non-governmental organizations 

to advise member governments, UNESCO and other specialized agencies on technical 

questions relating to the arid zones. TsHO will take part in the work of the 

Advisoiy Committee. Furthermore, the first of a series of informal meetings 

between staff members of UNESCO and 丽 0 took place on 28-29 October 1950 for 

joint preliminary planning of relevant parts of their programme. 
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5. In September 1950, the Director-General called informally to the attention 

of the Director-General of FAO the concern of WHO regarding diseases which may 

be introduced or spread as a result of irrigation and other water control 

projects. Arrangements have been made for the two Organizations to cc-operate 

in this problem. 

6. A similar proposal will be placed before the Economic Commission for Asia 

and the Far East and its Flood Control Bureau at their meetings in January and 

Februaiy 1951. 

7. At this time the Director-General invites the comments and advice of the 

Executive Board. 


