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The Twenty-second Meeting of the Policy and Coordination Committee of the 
UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special Programme for Research, Development and Research 
Training in Human Reproduction (“the Programme"), was held in Geneva, Switzerland on 18-19 
June 2009. 

The attached document is a brief report on the deliberations of the meeting. 





SEA/HLP-Meet/6.2 INF DOC 

REPORT OF THE TWENTY-SECOND  
POLICY AND COORDINATION COMMITTEE MEETING 

UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special Programme for Research, Development and 
Research Training in Human Reproduction, WHO, Geneva, 18-19 June 2009 

 
Attended by: 

Dr Theingi Myint (Myanmar) and Dr Sudarshini Fernandopulle (Sri Lanka) 
Dr Sitaramaiah Mokkapati and Dr Malabika Roy (India) 

Dr Nanta Auamkul, Dr Narongsakdi Aungkasuvapala and Dr Kittipong Saejeng (Thailand) 
 
 
At its Twenty-second Meeting, held in Geneva, Switzerland, on 18-19 June 2009, the Policy and 
Coordinating Committee (PCC) of the UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special Programme for 
Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction (“the Programme") made the 
following statements and recommendations. 
 
Report by the Assistant Director-General, WHO Family and Community Health Cluster  
 HIGHLIGHTED the unique opportunity that the heightened political commitment to the MDGs, 

and especially to MDG 5 "to improve maternal health", represents to reposition reproductive 
health. 

 RECOMMENDED that WHO reflects its priority to the area of work on sexual and reproductive 
health by increasing its allocation of budget to this area.  

 
Director’s Report on Special Programme Activities 
 WELCOMED the commitment made by the heads of the UN H4 (UNFPA, UNICEF, WHO and 

The World Bank) initiative to work together to enhance support to countries to achieve the two 
MDG5 targets, including scaling up quality health services to ensure universal access to sexual 
and reproductive health. 

 REAFFIRMED the need to develop mechanisms for ensuring that the adapted national guidelines 
are actually used to help scale up new evidence-based models/technologies, including those from 
developing countries, and improve service delivery.  

 ENCOURAGED the Programme to increase its support to studies addressing issues related to the 
demand side of, and the users' perspectives on, sexual and reproductive health service-provision 
as well as other health systems' issues. 

 EMPHASIZED the need to build on the current indicators framework to develop more practical 
tools for monitoring progress in countries and guiding the measurement of the achievement of 
comprehensive sexual and reproductive health, including strengthening national health 
information systems. 

 
Technical Presentation 
 NOTED the recommendation by the Honourable Minister of Health, Nigeria, on the importance 

of conducting research on the demand side of sexual and reproductive health services in order to 
design programmes that meet the needs of local communities. 

 NOTED the importance of local research capacity in informing national policy and guidelines. 
 REAFFIRMED the importance of advocacy on the prevention of unsafe abortion, particularly in 

the context of reducing maternal mortality. 
 
It was agreed to hold PCC(23) on  24-25 June 2010 in Geneva. 


