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According to WHO estimates, tobacco currently kills around 4.9 million people 
annually. By 2030, if the present smoking trends continue, this number will rise to 10 
million deaths. In the SEA Region, tobacco kills over 500 000 people every year.  

Against the above backdrop, in 1999, WHO invoked its treaty-making powers under 
Article 19 of the WHO Constitution to negotiate the Framework Convention on Tobacco 
Control (FCTC) and its possible related protocols. An Inter-Governmental Negotiating Body 
(INB) was established to negotiate FCTC. After four years of intensive and successful 
negotiations, on 1 March 2003, 171 WHO Member States finalized the groundbreaking 
public health treaty to control tobacco supply and consumption. They agreed on a final text 
for FCTC governing important issues that include tobacco taxation, smoking prevention and 
treatment, illicit trade, advertising, sponsorship and promotion and product regulation. The 
FCTC was adopted by the Fifty-sixth Session of the World health Assembly (WHA) in May 
2003.  

WHA resolution WHA56.1 adopting FCTC called upon States to consider signing, 
ratifying, accepting, approving, formally confirming or acceding to the Convention at the 
earliest opportunity, and to support preparatory activities towards implementation of the 
Convention. It requested the Director-General to provide secretariat functions until a 
permanent secretariat was designated and established, and to provide support to Member 
States in preparation for entry into force of the Convention. 

The FCTC was opened for signature by all Members of the World Health Organization, 
the United Nations and the Regional Economic Integration Organizations from 16 to 22 June 
2003 in the Executive Board Room at WHO headquarters in Geneva. It will thereafter, 
remain open for signature at the United Nations headquarters at New York from 30 June 
2003 to 29 June 2004. It may be recalled that many WHO Member Countries proposed 
during the deliberations on FCTC at the Fifty-sixth World Health Assembly that the 
Convention remain open for signature at WHO headquarters. In compliance to the same, a 
signature ceremony was organized on 16 June 2003 in the Executive Board Room at WHO 
headquarters in Geneva. Twenty-seven WHO Member States and European Union signed 
FCTC at this special ceremony. Bangladesh was the first country to sign FCTC at the special 
ceremony. Later DPR Korea and Thailand also signed FCTC while it was opened for 
signature at the WHO headquarters in Geneva. Till to date, 40 countries have signed the 
Convention. The treaty will come into force shortly after it has been ratified by 40 Member 
States. 

Meanwhile, the Regional Office has already engaged itself in taking FCTC forward. The 
following activities have been or are planned to be undertaken: 

1. An Inter-country Consultation on Multisectoral Mechanisms for Comprehensive 
Tobacco Control was held in Bangkok, Thailand, from 9 to 11 July 2003 with the 
participation of relevant ministries from the countries of the Region. The 
consultation adopted the strategies for comprehensive tobacco control in the 
context of FCTC and also proposed country plans for adopting and implementing 
these strategies. 

2. In collaboration with WHO headquarters, the Regional Office would also provide 
guidelines and support for organizing regional, sub-regional and country 



preparedness workshops in support of signing, ratification and implementation of  
FCTC.  

3. The Regional Office will assist Member Countries to strengthen capacity to 
national tobacco control, particularly in areas of programme management, 
surveillance, monitoring and evaluation. 

4. As stipulated in FCTC, certain protocols to the Convention would have to be 
developed once FCTC comes into force. WHO would be providing the necessary 
support to countries for the negotiation process of development of these future 
protocols to FCTC. 

5. A WHO/WB Regional Consultation on the Effective Collaboration between the 
Health and Financial Sectors for Tobacco Control will be organized in December 
2003 in Jakarta, Indonesia. The outcome of this consultation will facilitate the 
implementation of FCTC in countries. 

6. The Regional Office has taken active part in developing a proposal for a global  
fund to implement FCTC. The fund to be mobilized through this proposal would be 
used in the Region to help countries to effectively implement FCTC. 

7. The Regional Office is also mobilizing a fund to develop a regional surveillance 
system and a regional database on tobacco control which will help countries in 
monitoring the implementation of FCTC in the Region.  

Points for considerations and discussion 
1. Coordination and advocacy with the appropriate national ministries, parliament or 

other bodies to sign and ratify FCTC at an early date. 

2. Facilitating the establishment of a multisectoral national tobacco control 
committee/commission and national comprehensive tobacco control policies and 
strategies. 

3. Facilitating the establishment of national tobacco control focal points in the ministries 
of health. 

4. Facilitating and speeding up the enactment of anti-tobacco legislation conforming to 
the provisions of FCTC. 

5. Increase in tax on tobacco products and earmarking of a certain percentage of this 
tax for health promotion activities. 

6. Earmarking of a certain percentage of country budget for tobacco control activities. 

7. Active participation in the early development and negotiations of the possible 
protocols to FCTC on cross-border advertisement, promotion and sponsorship of 
tobacco products and illicit trade in tobacco products.   


