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The first and second meetings of the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental 

Organizations took place on Thursday and Friday, 1 and 2 June 1950. 

The following members were presentí 

Dr. G. de Paula Souza 
Dr. R. Barrett (alternate for Dr. ifackenzie) 
Dr. C. L. Gonzalez 
Col. M. Jafar 

Mr. K. Stowman (alternate for Dr. Hyde) 
Professor J. Canaperia also attended the second meeting. 

Election of Chairman 

Dr. G. de Paula Souza was elected Chairman. 

Election of Vice-Chairman 

Dr. R. Barrett was elected Vice-Chairman. 

The Development of Relationships with Non-Governmental Organizations 

1. In the course of its review of the co-operative relationship with the 

organizations already in official relations, the Standing Committee considered 

that the World Health Organization should further encourage the development of 

this co-operation in order that this international structure may be used to the 

fullest extent of its potentialities. 
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The Standing Committee therefore recommc-nds to the Executive Board the 

adoption of the following resolutions 

The Executive Board 

Considering that there is now established a structure of international 

non-governmental organizations in relationship with WHO, and that this 

structure has great potential value in promoting the world-wide application 

of the principles of the Constitution, and in particular promoting informed 

opinion and active co-operation on the part of the public 

Considering that these international non-governmental organizations are 

already based on active national bodies capable of widespread activities 

Considering that it is the duty of the World Health Organization to 

strengthen this structure and encourage its greatest possible use, and 

Considering that this co-operative relationship should become active 

and operative 

1. CALLS UPON the international non-governmental organizations in official 

relations with WHO to intensify their efforts in 'promoting the worldwide 

application of the. principles of the Constitution, and in particular to 

stimulate the formation of .national bodies in their particular field in 

countries where these do not already e xist； and 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to make full use of the facilities 

available to these international non-governmental organizations when 

implementing the programme of the World Health Organization. 

2. The Standing Committee also discussed what pattern of non-governmental 

organizations in the field of health should be encouraged by the World Health 

Organization, and, therefore, recommends to the Executive Board the adoption of 

the following resolution; 
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The Executive Board 

Considering that the non-governmental organizations have an important 

part to play in the field of health, and that it is desirable that there 

should be a reasonably uniform pattern of such organizationsj 

t 
. Î 

Considering that several non-governmental organizations are in process 
» 

of altering: their Constitutions^ and that оthéг organizations which may be 

intending to apply for relationship would benefit by guidance from the World 

Health Organization ..on this point; 

Believing that the non-governmental organizations will find this 

guidance helpful 

1. RECOMJENDS that.normally an international non-governmental organization 

‘• should consist of the international federation of affiliated national 

bodies in a specific field; 
t " ‘ ‘ 

； 2 . REQUESTS the Di re с to г-Gen eral to encourage, so far as possible, non-' 

.governmental organizations to conform to such a pattern; and 

3. INSTRUCTS the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to 

take these re сóramendations into account vùen considering or reviewing 

applications for official relationship.
 t 

I 

3. The Standing Committee further considered that the working principles would 

be easier of interpretation and application if the second sentence of paragraph 

(vi) of section (I) of the present criteria were to form a separate criterion, to 

be numbered (vil), in place of the criterion number (vii) of the revised working 

principles, which was deleted by the Third World Health Assembly. This would 

enable the Executive Board to admit organizations to relationship under article 

(vii) as amended which could not otherwise be considered in the light of the 

resolution proposed above. National bodies of undoubted international value and 

importance could then be admitted without prejudice tc the encourageirent of a 

sound pattern of international non-governmental 'organizations in the field of 
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health. Ihe Standing Committee therefore recommends to the Executive Board the 

adoption of the following resolution： 

The Executive Board 

1 . RESOLVES to consider as criterion rmmber (vli) of section (I) of the 

Working Principles governing the admission of Non-Govêrnraental Organizations 

into relations with the World Health Organization the following sentence at 

present contained in article (vi) of that section» 

"A national organization, however, may be included in the list 

after consultation with, and with the consent of, the Member 

State concerned, if the activities of the organization are not 

covered by any international organization or if it offers 

experience upon which the World Health Organization wishes to draw," 

2. INSTRUCTS the Standing Committee on Non-Governmental Organizations to 

consider applications from organizations in the light of this amendment.
1 

4. The Standing poimnittee further decided to await the decision of the 

^xecutive Bo^i-d on these points before taking action on applications now before 

WHO and the,review of relations already established. 

Colonel Jafar, however, differed, and suggested the deletion of the whole of 
the existing article (vi) of section (I), and stressed the view that no 
national organizations should come into official relations with "WHO. 


