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The establishment of international agencies in the field of health and in 

some other fields was associated with great hopes of the possibility of raising 

the standards of human living, and of improving international relations through 

closer collaboration of nations on technical and social matters. 

Intergovernmental collaboration within the framework of "WHO has created a 

firm basis for further expansion of international health work, but the funds 

available for WHO programmes coming from national budgets are necessarily limited, 

and can suffice only for the maintenance of a basic structure and the carrying 

out of some selected demonstration and co-ordinating activities. 

It is clear that the hopes implicit in the Constitution of WHO cannot be 

realized by even the fullest co-operation of national health administrations on a 

few selected subjects. On the other hand, the interest in international health 

collaboration of many individuals, groups and institutions
5
 and of public opinion 

in general, represents a considerable potential force "which, if activated and 

properly channelled, may become a means not only of increasing the world1 s 
interest in public health but also of facilitating practical^ international 

health work. There are plans for research, training and other types of action 

waiting in various institutes for an opportunity to be implemented, the main 

obstacle often being lack of funds。 There are also institutions, groups and 

individuals wishing to help worthy projects, provided they receive a reasonable 

assurance that their assistance is invested in the best possible way and will 

contribute effectively to the promotion of such projects• 
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Any such further international collaboration for constructive and positive 

aims should be encouraged by all organized responsible groups, and particularly by 

international bodies aiming at the development of peaceful collaboration among 

nations. Co-ordination of various plans and projects with the help of 

considerable means v̂ iich might be made available^ may stimulate and develop a 

movement of groat importance for the world's health， and an appeal from the World 

Health Organization should receive a positive response. The World Health 

Organization should examine the ways in which such а со—operative collateral 

programe can be practically conceived and established and in which way and to 

what extent "WHO should take part in it„ 

Through this action Щ0 would fulfil its obligation under Article 2 (a) of 

the Constitution^ that one of the functions of WHO shall be: "to act as tho 

directing and co-ordinating authority on international health work
,f

. 

If the Executive Board accepts the views expressed above^ it may wish to 

adopt the following resolution; 

Whereas the WHO Constitution states that one of the functions of 

the Organization shall be "to act as the directing and co-ordinating 

authority on international health work
11

 (Art.2 (a)); 

Whereas the needs for intensive work in public health at the 

national and international level in the interest of many ôr all 

countries surpass the financial (and organizational) resources of WHO; 

Whereas it should be recgonized that various activities in public 

health, including some research and training activities carried out by 
• , 

national institutions^ international bodies and private organizations^ 

would yield more valuable results for the health' of the world if they 

were put in an intematioi.\aJ 〜 . … ” ” ： + 一 

Whereas there are individuals
5
 institutes， groups and organizations 

willing to give support to worthy projects in the field of public health; 
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The Executive Board, 

1. RESOLVES thatj in pursuance of Article 2(a) of the Constitution, it 

is desirable that steps be taken to facilitate international co-ordinated 

and co-operative programmes of health "work; 

2. REQUESTS the Director-General to study methods and work out programmes 

for the implementation of this resolution, and to submit a report to an 

early session of the Executive Board in order that recommendations may be 

made to the World Health Assembly, 


