
 

Thirty-first session of WHO South-East Asia  
Advisory Committee on Health Research 
Kathmandu, Nepal, 21-23 July 2009 

SEA/ACHR/31/12
18 July 2009

 
 

 

 

 
Agenda Item 3.3.3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REVIEW OF GLOBAL WORK OF WHO ON 
HEALTH RESEARCH: 

 
UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/WORLD BANK SPECIAL 

PROGRAMME OF RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT 
& RESEARCH TRAINING IN HUMAN 

REPRODUCTION (HRP) 





UNDP/UNFPA/WHO/World Bank Special Programme of 
Research, Development & Research Training in Human 

Reproduction (HRP) 

Introduction 

WHO's work in reproductive health is guided by its core principles and 

values of advancing human rights and gender equality, social justice and 

equity for the poor, and community participation. The Department of 

Reproductive Health and Research assumes a leadership role in the global 

reproductive health community, effectively combining research with support to 

programme development at country level. 

The Special Programme of Research, Development and Research 

Training in Human Reproduction (HRP) was established by WHO in 1972 to 

coordinate, promote, conduct and evaluate international research in human 

reproduction. In 1988, the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 

the United Nations Population Fund (UNPFA) and the World Bank joined 

WHO as cosponsors of HRP. As the main instrument within the United 

Nations systems for coordination of the global research effort in the field of 

sexual and reproductive health, HRP brings together health care providers, 

policy makers, scientists, clinicians and consumer and community 

representatives to identify and address priorities for research aimed at 

improving sexual and reproductive health. Since 1998, HRP has functioned 

within the WHO Department of Reproductive Health and Research (RHR), 

which has the overall mission of helping people to lead healthy sexual and 

reproductive lives. 

The objectives and mandate of HRP 

The objectives of HRP are: 

• to coordinate, promote, conduct, and evaluate interdisciplinary 

research on sexual and reproductive health; 

• to collaborate with countries in enhancing national capacities to 

conduct sexual and reproductive health research; 
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• to promote the use of research results in policy-making and planning 

for sexual and reproductive health care at the national and international 

levels; 

• to set standards and guidelines, including ethical guidelines, in the field 

of sexual and reproductive health research. 

HRP commits a key building block in the effort to eradicate poverty by 

contributing to research that ensures that individuals and families living in 

resource poor countries have equitable and reliable sexual and reproductive 

healthcare and family planning services.  

The Programme has for over 30 years worked with countries, 

nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), national and international 

organizations, an extensive network of collaborating research institutions and 

scientists and community groups to coordinate, promote, conduct and 

evaluate international research in reproductive health. It provides support to 

countries to improve sexual and reproductive health through research at 

national, regional and global levels, and the application of research findings in 

policy and priority setting.  

The core aspects of the Department's work plan, including HRP's, are 

based on the WHO Global Reproductive Health Strategy, which were adopted 

by WHO's 192 Member States in May 2004. These core aspects are:  

• Gender, reproductive rights, sexual health and adolescence 

• Promoting family planning 

• Maternal and perinatal health 

• Preventing unsafe abortion 

• Controlling sexually transmitted and reproductive tract infections 

• Technical cooperation with countries. 

Since its inception, HRP has been active in fertility regulation and 

family planning. After the International Conference on Population and 

Development, the focus of its work expanded to cover the broader agenda of 

sexual and reproductive health, including prevention and management of 

sexually transmitted infections and infertility, safe motherhood, men's roles 
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and responsibility and prevention of unsafe abortion. Lately, additional 

emphasis has been given to advocacy, gender, reproductive rights, the sexual 

and reproductive health of adolescents, and the interface between SRH and 

HIV.  

HRP depends, almost entirely, on voluntary contributions from 

international organizations, governments, foundations and civil societies 

which accounts for over 95% of HRP's budget. Despite limited funding, it has 

generated research which has played, and continues to play, an essential role 

in improving sexual and reproductive health throughout the world.  

Collaborating with countries to enhance national research capabilities 

Assisting developing countries to become self-sufficient in meeting the 

health needs of their populations is an essential part of health and 

development support. Research plays a central role in this process by 

identifying those needs, allowing priorities to be set and supporting the 

development of health strategies that are appropriate and relevant to a 

particular country. An integral part of development support is therefore the 

building-up of national and regional self-reliance through research capacity 

strengthening. One-third of HRP's operational budget is currently allocated to 

national reproductive health research and research capacity strengthening. 

HRP has developed a system of grants, which it uses to build and 

strengthen the capacity of developing countries to conduct research on 

reproductive health and to apply the findings of that research to policy and 

practice. The main instrument is the long-term institutional development grant, 

which is renewable for up to ten years, and which offers a technical support 

package including training, equipment, expert advice and other resources to 

support a research programme in line with the country's need. Other 

instruments include research training grants, which allow scientists from 

developing countries to undertake training in an institution other than their 

own, and grants for resource maintenance, courses, workshops, seminars, 

and advocacy for best practices through centres of excellence. 

Examples of HRP work in the region will be presented at the meeting. 
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