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PREFACE

It has been another year of fruitful collaboration with Member
Countries in the Region during which gains in health
development were further consolidated.  On the other hand,
new challenges have emerged. The outbreak of SARS
particularly underscored WHO’s vital role in networking and
pooling global expertise and resources to address national or
local problems. Timely information and updates on the
outbreak were shared with Member Countries to avoid any
panic among the public.

Efforts have continued to control various communicable
diseases including HIV/AIDS. A special focus has been placed
on the control of tuberculosis and malaria which continue to
pose serious health challenges in most countries of the Region.
With significant progress being made with regard to DOTS
coverage, it is hoped that the Region will reach the global
target set for TB control by 2005. Unfortunately, the goal of
polio eradication suffered a setback with India witnessing an
outbreak of wild polio virus.

In the area of noncommunicable diseases, reducing lifestyle-
related risk factors was the key approach.  The unanimous
adoption of the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control
by the Fifty-sixth World Health Assembly is expected to
provide the desired momentum to Member Countries to further
accelerate efforts towards achieving a tobacco-free society.

The first World Report on Violence and health was released
in the Region as well as in some countries. Programmes related
to injury, prevention of blindness and deafness as well as care
of the elderly, and strengthening of rehabilitation and mental
health services received continued attention.
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To address the issue of high mortality rates among children
in the Region, the regional capacity for implementing the
integrated management of childhood illness has been further
strengthened. Considering that 20 per cent of the population
in the Region is in the adolescent age group, this area has
received special attention, with the focus on life skills
education. Reduction of maternal and newborn deaths,
promotion of skilled birth attendance and strengthening of
reproductive health programmes received continued attention.
Reproductive health, women’s health and gender
mainstreaming were the other areas of focus.

Efforts continued to put health at the top of the poverty
alleviation agenda.  The recommendations of the Commission
on Macroeconomics and Health were given serious
consideration by Member Countries, with some establishing
their own national commissions to help implement the
suggested action points.

 Environmental health issues, including safe water and
sanitation as well as health care waste management, received
attention.

Essential drugs, with the focus on quality, accessibility and
rational use, blood safety, strengthening of health information
systems and health research, were the other areas of
collaboration.

Development of human resources for health through
strengthening public health-related training institutions and
establishing regional networks was pursued vigorously.

In its overall pursuit of responding effectively to the needs
of Member Countries, WHO laid more emphasis on the
Country Focus Initiative to improve the quality of its
collaborative programmes. Streamlining of budgetary
mechanisms resulted in timely implementation of the
programme budget with the lowest ever percentage of
surrenders.  Most countries had achieved the target of 85 per
cent implementation  for the first year of the biennium, set
by the Regional Committee.

The period under review saw a welcome addition to the
SEAR family with Timor-Leste joining the South-East Asia
Region as a member.



THE WORK OF WHO IN THE
SOUTH-EAST ASIA REGION

x i

A lot of ground has been covered and the Region is
marching steadily towards its goal of health for all.  What is
needed is renewed commitment to fulfil the aspirations of our
people for a healthier and better life.

With the hope that we will achieve our cherished goals
soon, I have great pleasure in presenting my report on the
Work of WHO in the South-East Asia Region during the period
1 July 2002 – 30 June 2003.

Dr Uton Muchtar Rafei
Regional Director




