




November 1996 clarified the methodologies used in estimating the 

health and health-related indicators, and recommended that WHO 

should continue to use data from both national and other sources 

in preparing the Regional Health Report and other regional 

publications 

The Reg~onal Office published the Regional Health Report for 

1996 and 1997 The 1996 edition provided a general perspective 
of health development in the ten countries of the Region within the 

context of the polit~cal, social, economic and environmental situation. 

The 1997 edition reviewed the HFA development and its impact, 

achievements and lessons learnt during the last bventy years in the 

South-East Asla Region. 

Preparation and production of documents, improvement of scientific 

communication, translation of W H O  publications into national/local 

languages ond promotion of the sale of WtiO books were the main 
activities carried out during the period under review. 

Two Issues of the biannual Regronal Heolth Forum were issued 

in February 1996 and July 1996. The wentieth volume (1996) of 

the Dengue Newslener, which has been renamed as the Dengue 

Bu/letin, was issued 

An intercountry workshop on Improving Scientific Communication 

in South-East Asia, held at SEAR0 in November 1996, brought 

together participants from seven countries. They deliberated on the 

current status of scientific communication in the Region and 

recommended ways and means of improving it. 

Several documents/publications were issued on health topics 

which included, among others, a manual for the prevention and 

management of drug-related problems. Translation of WHO 

publications into national/local languages continued to receive active 

support and encouragement in order to make them easily available 

to health workers and the general public. The languages included 

Bahasa Indonesia, Bengali, Korean and Thai as well as several 

maior Indian languages, 

Publishing, 
language and 
library services 
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Health 
Literature and 
Ubmry Sewices 

(including 
HELLIS) 

Several reprint agreements were signed with private publishers 

to enable them to sell their lowpriced editions through their own 

networks, thereby broadbasing WHO'S dissemination efforts. The 

WHO publications registered the following sales figures: 

I 
Table I. Soles oi WHO publrcaoons 

The Regional Office Library continued to provide technical informotion 

and literature support toWHO staff members, Member States, United 

Nations agencies and biomedical resenrchers As the Regional 

HELLIS (Health Literature, Library and Information Service] Focal Point, 

it continued to plan, promote and monitor the HELLIS network activities 

and liaised with international agencies and other networks. 

I 

: 

The entire collection of books, monographs, proceedings, reports, 

pamphlets, WHO publications and issues of current periodicals has 

been reclassified according to the National library of Medicine 

/USA) classification scheme. The complete catalogue of monographs 

and periodicals has been computerized. 

Besides the in-house daytoday consultation, Library users were 

provided with computerized search faciliy for MEDLINE,AIDSLINE, 

WHOLIS, SEALIS, IMSEAR and FUGLIS database. The Library continued 

to provide support to Member States in strengthening their health 

literature, library and information services. 

NOTE The above figures represent actual receipts after deduction of oll discc>unts 
I and application of the concessionol conversion rate of Geneva cover 
I 
1 prices to Indian Rupees 

Item 

Subscriptions and sales 
of publications 

In order to strengthen the WR offices' information retrieval and 

document delivery capabilities, the Books Management System IBMS) 
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1995 

US$ 

161 012 

1996 

US$ 

162 624 

July 1995- 
Moy 1997 

US$ 

360 734 




