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During the reporting period, action was taken to operationalize the 
research strategy endorsed by the South-East Asia Advisory 
Committee on Health Research (SENACHR) at its nineteenth session 
held in April 1993, which has now been published as a technical 
publication entitled "Health Research Strategies for the South-East 
Asia Region". 

The twentieth session of the SENACHR was held in Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia, from 11 to 15 April 1994. In view of the need to respond 
to the changing health scenario emphasized by the SENACHR in 
1993, the following subjects were selected for technical discussion: 
health policy research; strategiesfor research on behavioural aspects 
of health in South-East Asian countries, and guidelines for the 
assessment, development and transfer of appropriate diagnostic 
technology. Several recommendations emerged from these 
discussions. 

Concerned with the serious health problem caused by the 
rapid spread of chloroquine- and multidrug-resistant Pfalciparum 
malaria, a long-term multicentre collaborative research programme 
has been initiated to develop and validate technical and operational 
guidelines aimed at stopping the spread of drug-resistant 
P.falciparum. Other activities undertaken in the field of malaria 
included a review of the current knowledge and status of research 
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; work on malariogenic stratification and establishment of a 
1 

/ methodology for a geographical information system which would 
i enable the development of a monitoring database using 
"emote-sensing technology for the preparation of stratification maps. " 

AS well, a multicentre field study has commenced in lndia and 
Thailand to validate a newlydeveloped dip-stick method to detect 

; P.falciparum malaria. 

In the field of nursing, a multicentre study on collaboration 
: between nursing services and nursing education was supported in 
; three countries (India, Myanmar, Thailand) to improve the quality 
! 
; of nursing care and nursing education. 

In 1993, a review of the WHO-supported research promotion 
and development (RPD) programme was undertaken jointly with the 
National Institute of Health Research and Development, Indonesia. 
A similar review was also initiated in Myanmar. The purpose of 
these reviews was to assess how the RPD programme had 
contributed to the overall development of health research activities, 
the extent to which the programme had helped accomplish the 

* 

objectives of the national health research policies, the 
cost-effectiveness of various components of the programme, its 
strengths and weaknesses, and the degree to which the RPD 
programme had contributed to general health development in the 

: countries. Based on the results of the reviews, action has been 

I taken to further strengthen research promotion and development 
activities in these countries. 

Technical and financial support to the dengue vaccine 
development programme at Mahidol University, Thailand, was 
continued. At the last meeting of the Peer Review group, it was 

I decided to further refine the tetravalent vaccine formulations for 
w 

: children. 

A consultation on Research on PubliclPrivate Mix of Human 
Resources for Health was held in December 1993. It recommended 
that SEAR0 should support the Member States to establish 
information systems and conduct research to formulate policies 
towards equity, efficiency and quality of health care through a proper 
publiclprivate mix. 

At the Third Meeting of the SEA Nutrition Research-cum-Action 
Network, a strategic plan was developed for the years up to 2000, 

- 
48 The Work of WHO in SEA 



emphasizing the problems of proteinenergy malnutrition and 
micronutrient deficiencies. 

Direct support was also provided to a wide range of research 
projects which included HIV infection; treatment of drug-resistant 
P,falciparurn malaria, influence of the reservoirs of malaria infection; 
tuberculosis; leptospirosis; self-care practices; care of the elderly; 
biochemical, electrophoretic and biological properties of Russell's 
viper venom; nutritton; traditional medicine; quality of antenatal care 
services; chronic lead exposure and weaning practices. 

Activities in the area of research capability strengthening 
tncluded the strengthening of national mechanisms for research 
coordination; support for the development of infrastructural facilities; 
and provision of visiting scientist grants and research training grants 
covering a wide spectrum of disciplines, viz. traditional medicine. 
ophthalmology, oral health, entomology, health statistics, vaccine 
trials and health care financing. 

At present there are 81 WHO collaborating centres in the 
Region covering various specialities. During the period under review, 
new collaborating centres were designated in the fields of health 
economics, health communication and cancer control. 

The ninth meeting of the Directors of Medical Research Councils 
or Analogous Bodies and Concerned Research Foci in the Relevant 
Ministries was held in Kandy, Sri Lanka, in October 1994. The 
meeting made a series of recommendations in the areas of HlVlAlDS. 
dengue vaccine, operational research on tuberculosis control and 
future trends assessment. 

The Twent~eth Ann~versary Commemorative Session of the 
SENACHR was held on 8 April 1995 at the Regional Office, where 
the past successes and failures of the RPD programme together 
with its future directions and partnership and management of 
research activities within the Region were discussed. The twenty-first 
SENACHR outlined the future research directions of the programme, 
which include: behavioural, socioeconomic and cultural aspects and 
determinants of health and diseases; development of human 
resources for health in all categories of health personnel at all 
levels of the health care system; assessment and rapid application 
of existing and emerging health, information and communication 
technologies in health programmes of the South-East Asian 
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countries; health policy and health promotion research, and 
identification of constraints to the implementation of health 
programmes as they affect recipients and providers of health care 
and policy and managerial apparatuses. 

N~ne of the 11 Member Countries have RPD projects supported 
by WHO Bhutan and Maldives do not yet have any project related 
d~rectly to research 

An analysis of the WHO country programme budgets and plans 
of action reveals that the main research-related activities supported 
by WHO were the following: (1) consultancy in health systems 
research, molecular biology, biotechnology, demography, nutrition. 
health statistics, rapid assessment procedures (RAP) in nutrition 
surveys, tobacco-related diseases, population genetics, laboratory 
techniques, pathogenesis of DHF, medical sociology, health 
behaviour, and health economics; (2) improvement of institutional 
facilities by the provision of supplies and equipment; (3) publication 
of research bibliographies and abstracts and periodicals related to 
research; (4) holding of meetings of policy-makers, administrators 
and researchers for the assessment of research needs and priorities 
and development of plans of action for national research 
programmes; (5) holding of workshops to impart training in research 
methodologies and for the development of research project 
proposals; (6) provision of research grants on identified national 
priority topics, and (7) award of fellowships in molecular biology 
including genetic engineering, cancer epidemiology, biomedical 
statistics, health management research, maintenance of biomedical 
equipment, advanced computer technology, library services, 
research administration and management, clinical research, HIV 
infection and AIDS, clinical genetics, organ transplantation, nutrition, 
environmental health and health behaviour. w 
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