
The Member Countries have continued their information and 
education for health (IEH) activities in support of primary health 
care. Training in IEH through fellowships and study tours has .i 

strengthened their health education agencies to undertake activities 
related to training, production of information and educational 
materials and designing of IEH programmes. 

The three world days -World Health Day, World No-Tobacco 
Day and World AIDS Day - provide opportunities to disseminate 
health information to create mass awareness on various topics of 
health concern. There is now an increased awareness among the 
public about the prevention and control of HIV/AIDS, the hazards 
of tobacco use, the importance of immunizations during infancy 
and childhood and about various other issues concerning family 
health. 
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Considerable IEH inputs went into the production of materials 
on HIVIAIDS in the Region. Inputs were also provided for the Women. 
Health and Development initiative with the publication of a resource 
kit on "Facilitating Health Action by Women" in a draft form. This 
publication has been distributed to selected relevant agencies in 
the Region for their comments and suggestions, which will be 
incorporated before its finalization. A video film on "Essential Drugs 
First" was produced, covering the important aspects of the essential 
drugs programmes in Bhutan and India. In view of the importance 
of school health. "Guidelines for Action on Comprehensive School 
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Health Education", adapted for the Region, have been disseminated 
in the countries. 
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At the regional level, IEH will receive a new impetus by the \ 
implementation of the WHO Communications and Public Relations : 

Policy. The main thrust of the policy is to create proper awareness 
of WHO, foster involvement in its work and advocate health for all 
and a coherent approach to health development. This reinforces 
efforts at health promotion to enable people to increase control 
over and improve the conditions that affect their health. 

Advocacy for health directed at decision-makers and 
implementors at different levels to stimulate action in support of 
health programmes is being initiated. As a beginning, health advocacy 
materials for the Region are being developed and efforts to strengthen 
links with the media through seminars have been undertaken. The 
first seminar was held in Dhaka, Bangladesh. in May 1995. A 
pictorial information booklet on "WHO in the South-East Asia Region 
- Fostering the Spirit of Partnership" was produced and distributed 
An intercountiy workshop on Development of Prototype Media 
Packages on Health Issues Related to HIVIAIDS and Tobacco Use 
was organized in March 1995 in collaboration with the Indian Institute 
of Mass Communications, New Delhi, which was designated as 
the WHO Collaborating Centre for Health Communication in 1994. 

The outbreak of plague in September 1994 in certain parts of 
India highlighted the need to intensify IEH linkages among SEAR 
countries through timely dissemination of information, using modern 
communication technology. This aspect was also highlighted at the 
interregional consultation on Prevention and Control of Plague held 
in SEAR0 In March 1995. 


