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In Thailand, a training programme for food and drug control officers and 
related personnel was organized in December. Revision of legislation 
and evaluation of research activities are under way. 

6. HEALTH INFORMATION AND STATISTICS 

Increasing importance has been given to health information and statistics 
as a principal support to national health planning, and subsequently to 
the monitoring, management and evaluation of health programmes. This 
has resulted in substantial changes in the development of the health 
information and statistics programme. The strategy adopted by virtually 
all the countries of the Region is the development of the national 
information system and its component sub-systems relating to various 
programme areas or supporting services. The Regional Office has also 
established an inter-country project, "National Health Information 
Systems ~evelopment" (ICP HSD 007). A health information specialist 
was assigned to the project early in 1978, and an epidemiologistl 
statistician (team leader) in August 1978. 

A consultative meeting on national health information systems 'NHIS) 
development was held in New Delhi in December. The meeting was attended 
by 20 participants from eight Member countries as well as staff from WHO 
Headquarters and three Regional Offices and a representative from UNICEF. 
The objectives of the meeting were, inter a l i a ,  to clarify concepts of 
the national health information system; to identify important problems. 
constraints and gaps common to countries of the Region; to develop 
guidelines for planning, organizing and evaluating the healthinformation 
system; and to define the linkages between the WHO and national health 
information systems. 

The conclusions and recommendations of this consultative meeting, 
together with the expressed needs as spelled out by the countries, 
constitutedthe basis forthe developmentof national health information 
system programmes in South-East Asia. Almost all countries of the 
Region are in the process of developing NHIS, and countries such as 
Burma, Indonesia and Thailand have now established national health 
information system programmes or services by reorganizing the existing 
statistical services. Sub-systems of the NHIS have been developed on 
an international basis. 

The lay reporting system for the classification of health information, 
introduced and evaluated in 1977, was supplemented by the publication, 
by Headquarters, of an instructional booklet entitled "Lay Reporting of 
Health Information". The booklet was sent to all those in the countries 
of the Region who had participated in the Workshop on Lay Reporting of 
Morbidity and Mortality Statistics held in the Regional Office in 
November 1976. The lay reporting system has been tried and proved 
feasible for reporting morbidity and mortality information by lay 
personnel in those countries of the Region where the primary health 
care system is being established. 
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An inter-regional workshop for teachers of medical records science was 
organized in the Regional Office in March jointly with the International 
Federation of Medical Records Organizations. The aim of the workshop 
was to provide an opportunity for teachers of medical and health records 
science to exchange experiences, compare teaching programmes and study 
the application of modern educational principles and techniques, and 
evaluate the effectiveness of the present teaching practices. 
Participants came from other Regions as well as most countries of 
this region. 

Some countries in the Region took part in an inter-regional workshop on 
educational principles for teachers of statistics and epidemiology at 
Karachi (Pakistan) in June. 

The team leader of the inter-country project "National HealthInformation 
Systems Development" (ICP HSD 007) attended the third session of an 
ESCAP Committee on Statistics held in Bangkok in October. The meeting 
reviewed various statistical activities currently undertaken by other 
international organizations. The health information specialist from 
the project was assigned to Indonesia during November-December to help 
with the conduct of a workshop on experimental design. 

The Regional Office continued its work on the routine collection of 
basic health data required for the World Health S t a t i s t i c s  Annual and 
the publication of basic statistical information relating to health 
in the Region (SEA/VHS/154-163). Improvements in this regional document 
have been planned and will be incorporated in the 1979 issue. Cooperation 
was extended to other technical unitsin the Regional Office for statistical 
support for the "Perinatal Studies" currently under way in selected 
countries of the Region. Analytical support to the PSC group forspecial 
work on systems analysis, as well as to the EPI programme, was given. 
A position paper on the statistics of communicable diseases reporting 
by the countries of the Region was prepared, and a system of maintaining 
up-to-date information on the occurrence of communicable diseases as 
reported by the countries is now operational. 

The Organization has been collaborating closely with the countries in 
the development of NHIS. The following is a summary of activities 
taking place in the various countries. 

In Bangladesh, the development of the health information system, which 
is being carried out through the Directorate of Research, Evaluation, 
Statistics and Planning (RESP) and the Health Information Unit (HIU), 
is progressing and is now better coordinated. The WHO health statis- 
tician assigned to the project "Organization of Health Services, 
Planning and Administration", assisted in the design of a health 
information system at the central, district and thana levels. His other 
activities included finalizing the field work and analysis of data for 
the study of the feasibility of administering tetanus toxoid, and the 
baseline final report of the Longitudinal Survey on Natality and 
Morbidity. Staff for the Institute of Epidemiology and the Health 
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Information Unit were also trained and an initial report was prepared 
for the reorganization of the vital registration system. 

In Buma, WHO collaborated in the NHIS Programme under the project 
"Development of Health Information Services"(BURDHS003). A monitoring 
and evaluation system for health programmes has been fully established 
and covers both the project and programme aspects of the health services. 
A consultant assigned to the project from January to March advised on 
and assisted in computer systems analysis and the programming of health 
statistics information, as well as in the training of national staff in 
computer programming. Further assistance to the project will be provided 
through the assignment of a long-term systems analyst, who is expected 
to be in position in mid-1979. 

The statistician assigned to the Mycobacterial Diseases Project 
(Rifampicin Trial - BUR PHC 001) continued to assist with the trial in 
selected areas of the country where leprosy is highly prevalent. The 
1976-1977 report on the Leprosy Mass Survey was published with the 
assistance of the Health Information Service and the University Computer 
Centre. The results of the BCG trials for 1978-1979 were also published. 

In India,  follow-up courses on the Ninth Revision of the ICD were held 
in the States of Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal and the 
Union Territory of Chandigarh. Background material and financial 
support were provided for these courses from project IND DHS 002. The 
Organization contributed a background paper and participated actively 
in the National Seminar on Health Information Systems Development, 
which was held in New Delhi in March. Following the seminar on NHIS, 
at the request of the Central Bureau of Health Intelligence and several 
states, including Gujarat, Bihar and Rajasthan, collaboration is being 
extended for the development of national and state health information 
systems. 

Collaboration is also being extended for the development of country 
health information under projects "Strengthening of Health Statistical 
Services" (IND ISP 001) at the state and central levels and "Development 
of Medical and Health Records in the Major Hospitals" (IND HST 001). 

In Indonesia, a statistician with the project "ResearchinCommunicable 
Disease Ecology" (IN0 ESD 002) continued to assist with the statistical 
aspects of various research studies carried out by the Institute of 
Medical Research, Jakarta. Another statistician assigned to the project 
"Strengthening of National Health Services (Health Planning and 
Evaluation)" (IN0 HSD 001) assisted extensively in the analysis and 
interpretation of manpower and epidemiological data on health status 
in relation to the formulation of the mid-term health plan for 
Repelita 111. He also helped to design a health module for quarterly 
household surveys conducted by the Central Bureau of Statistics. 

In response to a request from Sri Lana for the services of a short-term 
consultant on medical records, action is being taken to assign one under 
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project ICP HSD 007. Sri Lanka has a proposal to start a project on 
national health information systems from 1980. 

In ThaiZand, the project "Health Planning, Management and Information 
Systems" (THA PPS 001) has a component for the development of health 
information systems and statistics. A major achievement in this area was 
the introduction, in October, of a revised health information recording 
and reporting system after 2% years of study, analysis, planning and 
organizational and promotional efforts. The operation of this system 
will be closely monitored with a view to identifying the remaining 
problems and to promote its development further. 

Training activities were organized for the personnel engaged in the new 
programmes, as well as on the introduction of the Ninth Revision of 
the ICD. 

The publication of a Handbook on the Information Systems Programme 
marked an important stage in providing the information support needed 
by the Organization's collaborative programme in the countries. 
A country profile was prepared for Sri Lanka to serve as a "data 
package" for the country health programing carried out in that country. 
Country profiles were also prepared for Mongolia and Burma; in the 
latter country, programme profiles were also prepared for all the 
national programmes which had been accorded priority in the country 
health programming. 

The project, programme and country profiles continued to be used for the 
monitoring and evaluation of programmes and also for the internal 
reporting system, thus reducing the volume of reporting and enhancing 
the relevance and timeliness of information. 

7. DEVELOPMENT OF HEALTH MANPOWER 

The main objectives of the health manpower development (HMD) programme 
are: to promote the development of appropriate health personnel to meet 
the needs of entire populations, and to promote the development and 
application of relevant processes for basic and continuing education. 

The Organization thus continues to lay emphasis on collaboration with 
Member countries in reorienting the existing training programmes for 
auxiliary health workers in order to convert them into multi-purpose 
personnel; in promoting the training of new categories of local health 
workers; in promoting multi-disciplinary training for the health team; 
in making the educational programmes more relevant to the needs of the 
health services, and in reorienting medical education so as to make it 
more community based. 

WHO is collaborating with countries in the Region in the institution of 
a more rational approachto health manpower developmentby giving proper 
attention to all three aspects of the health manpower development 
process, viz., manpower planning, preparation and management. 


