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Sri Lanka .. To assist in the relief programme following a 
cyclone, 300 000 doses on TAB vaccine, 2 000 000 
tablets of Furoxone and 7000 oral rehydration 
sachets. 

Thailand .. For flood relief, anti-venom snake serum. 

Non-emergency Purchases on a Reimbursable Basis 

Purchases amounting to US$87 230 were made as follows: 

Bangladesh .. Laboratory equipment, microtome and accessories, 
microscopes, chemicals and reagents, thiopental 
sodium injections; 800 doses of yellow fever 
vaccine,and 200 dosesof anti-venom snake serum. 

Nepal .. Vehicles and anti-rabies and yellow fever 
vaccines;20metric tons of bleaching powder. 

Revolving Fund 

During the period under review, purchase authorizations in respect of 
requests amounting to US$83 949 were raised. Ten requests are being 
processed. 

5. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

Collaboration and coordination with the United Nations and various 
multilateral and bilateral organizations have continued during the year 
with concerted efforts to mobilize necessary extrabudgetary resources 
for the development of the health sector. Efforts were also made to 
harmonize the Organization's programme with those of other organizations 
in the context of various social issues directly related to the improve- 
ment of the state of health of the people of the Region. As a result of 
intensive coordination it was possible to increase the extrabudgetary 
resources for the 1978 fiscal year to USS19.6 million. For 1979 such 
funds committed to the technical cooperation programmes executed by the 
Regional Office were further increased to USS23.1 million. The figures 
indicate the increasing significance of extrabudgetary resources in 
WHO'S development programmes for the health and related sectors in the 
Region. In furtherance of the Organization's role in maintaining and 
increasing the momentum of technical cooperation in the field of health, 
the Regional Office is organizing a Meeting on the Financing of Primary 
Health Care Programmes in Asia, scheduled to take place in July. 

5.1 United Nations and Its Associated Orpanizations 

The main avenues of collaboration have been the generation of technical 
cooperation among developing countries, the application of science and 
technology for development, integrated rural development and the 
promotion of activities as called for by United Nations resolutions on 
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MAKING WATER SAFE 

Chlorination of public wells in Maldives 
is carried out regularly twice a week 

to make water safe for drinking and 
prevent water-borne infections (above). 

To augment supplies of safe 
drinking water, concrete storage tanks 

have been constructed alongside 
large public buildings (right top) 

to collect rain water. 
Right : A scheme designed and 
constructed by the National Water 

Supply and Development Board at 
Kamburupitiya in Sri Lanka. with 
support from UNICEF and WHO, 

uses a slow sand filter for treating water 
from a nearby spring. The filtered water 

is pumped from the inner compartment 
(or the wet well) of the plant to a tank 

for domestic use. The surplus water 
from the spring is used for irrigation 

(bottom). 



Natural disasters cannot be prevented, but the Regional lintains an Emergency Fund to initiate disaster relief so that 
supplies can be rushed in  when needed. Large areas welt: u=vaatotad by  a severe cyclone in Sri Lanka (above) and byfloads in  
Wrst Benqal. India. ~n the last quarter of 1978. W H O  rushed medical supplies whlch included 2 million doses of cholera vaccine 
for the f lood victims in  West Bengal (left, below) and 300.000 doses of TAB vaccine to  the cyclone affected areas in  Sri Lanka 
i r~qh t .  below).  A large part of the cholera vaccine airlifted t o  West Bengal was donated by  the Philippines. 
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the International Year of the Child and the International Drinking Water 
Supply and Sanitation Decade. 

As in the past, UNDP has been a major source of extrabudgetary funds to 
formulate and implement programmes with an increasing impact on 
integrated rural development. Such UNDP-funded programmes in the 
Region amounted to $5.1 million in1978and increased to $6.1 million 
in 1979. 

Apart from these confirmed programmes, there are pipeline projects in 
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Burma, Indonesia and Nepal, as well as inter-country 
programmes in the fields of expanded programme on immunization, rural 
water supply, health manpower for malaria control, and the prevention 
and control of visual impairment and blindness. 

In May 1979 discussions were held between officials of the Regional 
Office and UNDP to explore the possibility of initiating special inter- 
country programmes which would be of particular benefit to the least 
developed countries of this region and which could be extended to 
similar countries in neighbouring regions. The following were identified 
as the areas in which such inter-country programmes could be developed: 

(1) Production of Drugs and Biologicals 
(2) Control of Diseases in Rural Areas 
(3) Maintenance of Hospital Equipment 
(4) Training of Community Health Workers 

Implementation of maternal and child health-based family planning 
programmes has continued with the cooperation of the United Nations Fund 
for Population Activities, in Bangladesh, Indonesia, Nepal, Sri Lanka 
and Thailand. The WHOlUNFPA programmes in the Region for 1978 amounted 
to 4.8 million dollars, increasing to $6.4 million in 1979. Upon request 
from the Royal Government of Bhutan and UNFPA, a Regional Office team 
visited Bhutan to review the maternal and child health programme and 
develop the first UNFPA project on the development and strengthening of 
maternal and child health and family planning services. 

In order to support the maternal and child health and family planning 
programmes at the country level and also to promote new avenues and 
strategies, the Regional Office has submitted inter-country proposals 
to the tune of $1.3 million for the four-year period 1980-1983. An 
integrated regional programme on health education has also been 
submitted to UNFPA. In addition, the project on the Regional Docu- 
mentation Centre on Human Reproduction, Family Planning and Population 
Dynamics is being prepared as a follow-up of the recommendation of a 
consultant who had been assigned to identify the needs of the countries. 

Functional and programme coordination with UNICEF has been veryeffective 
at the country level. A new dimension of this collaboration has been 
the promotion and implementation of programmes and activities in the 
context of primary health care. A proposal is under consideration for 
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organizing a joint Regional Office/UNICEF team to review PHC-related 
projects and to identify areas and plans which would ensure closer 
collaboration between WHO and UNICEF. 

As in the past, the Regional Office has been the focal point for liaison 
with ESCAP on behalf of the Organization. The main areas of cooperation 
are concerned with integrated rural development programmes, family 
planning and population, and sanitation and rural water supply schemes. 
WHO has participated in various meetings and seminars organized by ESCAP 
in the above areas. 

The Regional Office continued to collaborate with the International 
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). A number of institutions from this region 
have participated in the IAEA/WHO Postal Dose Inter-Comparison for 
Cobalt-60 therapy, with the Regional Office acting as a conduit for 
transmitting the reports from institutions to IAEA and forwarding the 
results from IAEA to the institutions concerned. The comparative study 
of personnel film badge services, under which film badges and films are 
made available to institutions, continued to monitor the radiation to 
which health personnel are exposed. 

5.2 Specialized Agencies 

5.2.1 Food and Agriculture Organization o f  the  United Nations (FA01 

WHO was represented at a number of FAO-sponsored meetings held in the 
Region during the year. 

With the signing of the memoranda of understanding between WHO and FA0 
covering collaboration in the fields of rural water supply and agri- 
cultural development, prevention and control of water-borne and 
associated diseases in agricultural water development, use of waste- 
water in agriculture, forestry and acquaculture, collaboration between 
the two agencies has become increasingly effective and intensive. 
Modalities for cooperation with the FA0 Investment Centre have been 
worked out by WHO Headquarters and it is foreseen that the Regional 
Office will be actively involved. The Investment Centre is prepared 
to consider, in their future investment proposals in rural development 
programmes, elements of investment directly related to the health field. 

5.2.2 InternationaZ Labour Organisation (ILOI 

Collaboration with the International Labour Organisation has been 
maintained, and the relationship was particularly fruitful in the 
execution of UNDP-financed projects in Indonesia and Sri Lanka and 
in the sphere of occupational health. 

5.2.3 United Nations Industria2 DeveZopment Grganization ( U N I D O )  

Regional Office staff were involved in UNIDO's feasibility study on DDT 
production in Indonesia, and consultations were held both in Indonesia 
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and at the Regional Office with the UNIDO consultant assigned to under- 
take the study. 

5.2.4 United Nations Educational, Scientific and CuZturaZ 
Organization (UNESCO) 

WHO was represented at the Fourth Regional Conference of Ministers of 
Education held in Colombo from 24 July to 1 August 1978. One of the 
WHO staff members stationed in Dacca attended the UNESCO Seminar on 
Approaches to Integrated Rural Development held in Bangladesh from 
5 to 19 March. 

5.2.5 The International Bank for Reconstruction and DeveZopment (IBRD) 

The relations between the World Bank and the Regional Office were 
considerably intensified following the decentralization of the 
Cooperative Programme. 

The staff of the Cooperative Programme stationed in the Regional Office 
assisted the Bank staff in project preparation in the field of water 
supply and sanitation in India (Punjab and Rajasthan), Indonesia and 
Thailand. The team was also involved in the identification of a rural 
water supply project in Indonesia. Sector work in India was carried out 
for the States of Gujarat, Tamil Nadu, Bihar and Assam in which the 
prospects of a loan from the Bank appeared favourable. The team was 
also involved in the preparation of the UNDP Global Project on low-cost 
sanitation, for which the Bank is the executing agency. 

The World Bank supported the Regional Office by assigning staff and 
submitting documentary material for two workshops/seminars held in 
November 1978 in Delhi and in June 1979 in Bangalore. 

5.2.6 World Food Programme ( W F P )  

Technical scrutiny was made of the proposals and project documents with 
a health component submitted for WFF' assistance to countries in the 
Region. The comments of the Regional Office were conveyed to WFP 
through WHO Headquarters in respect of such projects in Indonesia,Nepal, 
Sri Lanka and Thailand. 

5.3 Asian Development Bank (ADB) 

The Asian Development Bank has indicated keen interest in financing 
health programes in the context of the development of the rural sector. 
ADB's specific interest will be in the development of the infrastructure 
to support health services at the primary health care level and also 
the integration of the family planning programme into the basic health 
services. 

In order to facilitate fruitful collaboration, the Regional Office has 
started providing regularly to ADB appropriate country information which 
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would be useful to the latter in a preliminary assessment of the health 
situation. Data in respect of Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand 
have been given so far. 

A joint Regional Office/ADB Mission reviewed the family planning 
programme in Nepal in order to identify problems in respect of the 
service infrastructure and the storage and distribution of contra- 
ceptives and medical supplies, including the warehousing system. 
ADB is also considering a project for the improvement of communications 
in Maldives which might help solve problems of delivering health care. 

5.4 Bilateral and Other Agencies 

WHO was involved in providing technical assistancetothevarious projects 
being financed by the Danish International Development Agency (DANIDA), 
the Norwegian Agency for International Development (NORAD), the Swedish 
International Development Authority (SIDA), the Danish "Save the 
Children" Fund and the "Scouts Help" Organization, and the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA). 

Consultations were held with representatives of the Ministry of Overseas 
Development of the United Kingdom concerning a request from the 
Government of India to the UK for assistance in the field of family 
planning. 

A team headed by the United States Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
International Health in the Department of Health, Education and Welfare 
visited the Regional Office for discussions and exchange of views on 
primary health care. 

5.5 Non-governmental Organizations in Official Relations with WHO 

National organizations in the different countries of the Region which 
are affiliated to the international non-governmental organizations 
continued appropriate liaison with the offices of the WHO Programme 
Coordinators and the staff of the Regional Office. The Organization was 
represented at a number of meetings called by these organizations. 

6. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

During the year efforts to enlarge and enhance the scope of information 
activities met with an encouraging response. As a result, information 
material, including films on WHO and its activities in South-East Asia, 
was provided to a greater number of schools, colleges, polytechnics, 
institutes and voluntary agencies. Material was also sent to language 
periodicals and publications, as well as radio and television networks. 

The accent has been on primary health care and all efforts are aimed at 
encouraging the media to take greater interest in this subject. 


