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Tables 1 to 5 in Annex I0 give, in respect of each country of the Region, 
4) the distribution of the awards by source of funds and type of fellowship, 
(2) distribution by subject of study and country of origin of the fellows, (3) the 
number of fellows from the Region going to other regions and vice versa, 
(4) the number of programmes of study arranged for fellows from the Region, by 
country of study, and (5) placement of fellows from other regions in countries 
of this region. 

Fellowships in health and mehcal subjects have been awarded to 
countries of the Region by many other agencies - bilateral, inter-governmental 
and non-governmental - with which WHO is working in close co-operation. 
According to avdable  information, the Colomho Plan granted 113 such fellow- 
ships (46 to Burma, 29 to Ceylon, 22 to India and 16 to Thailand); the United 
States Agency for International Development awarded 47 09 to India, 1 to 
Indonesia and 27 to Thailand); the Ford Foundation awarded 50 (11 to hdia  and 39 
to Indonesia); the Ford Foundation 2 (to India); the International Planned Parent- 
hood Federation 6 (to Thailand); the United States Population Council 7 (2 to India, 
1 to Indonesia and 4 to Thailand) and the China Nfedical Board 6 (1 to Indonesia 
and 5 to Thailand). These are  in addition to the fellowships offered by individual 
gwenunents and by many voluntary agencies, trusts, medical associations, etc. 

An analysis of the utilization of former fellows, based on reports received 
since 1 January 1954 up to the present, is given as part of Annex 10. 

Difficulties still persist on account of the receipt of applications which 
are  inadequately completed or  fail tb specify clearly the subject in which training 
is required. Needless to say, such inadequacies inevitably lead to delays, and 
sometimes to failure in securing placement, since the host institutions naturally 
give preference to candidates who supply all relevant information in time. Delays 
In releasing the fellows for studies a t  the stipulated time and last-minute 
cancellation of candidatures of applicants also continue to cause disruption of the 
arrangements made with receiving institutions. 

In general, fellowship awards continue to be a1 invaluable help to 
Member countries in building up the staff for training institutions, in improving 
the service programmes and, not least, in stimulating research. 

8. REPORTS, TECHMCAL PUBLICATIONS, DOCUMENTS 
AND REFERENCE SERVICES 

A gradual change in the pattern of WHO assistance in this region has had 
notable repercussions on the reporting, publications, document distribution and 
reference services of the Regional Office. This has been a trend (first visualized 
in the Sixteenth Annual Report) away from the assignment of long-term staff for  
projects such as specializ,ed campaigns against communicable diseases toward 
stress on the strengthening of basic health services, the organization of various 
types of educational meetings and the employment of more and more short-term 
consultants. This pattern of assistance has, in the past year o r  two, become 
fully established. 
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An important result has been a conspicuous increase in the number of 
reports being submitted to the Regional Gffice, technically reviaved, edit3d, issued 
as  official o r  informal documents and distributed. Also, with all of the training 
projects and the courses, seminars, etc., now being held, there are  accompanying 
requirements for a substantial volume of documentation and reference services, and 
the need to provide and distribute more teaching material in greater quantity. 

Thus, whereas, in the past, almost all of SEARO's reports, studies, etc. , 
have been mimeographed and only the occasional one has been issued in printed form, 
it has now been found necessary to print many more reports and teaching materials. 
An example was the recent Report of the Inter-country Workshop on the manning, 
Implementation and Evaluation of Health Education (held in 1967), 2000 copies of 
which were mimeographed and issued but which was so much in demand that 3000 
more copies, along with 7000 copies of the Comprehensive Guidelines for manning, 
Implementation and Evaluation of Health Education, which were attached, have now 
been printed. Other reports and allied materials printed or under print during the 
period under review included a "Study Guide for Auxiliary Nurse-Midwives" (ale0 
placed on sale), "Guide to the Study of Activities of Health Personnel in Hospitals", 
"Study of the Activities of Auxiliary Nurse-Midwives in Haryana, Punjab and 
Gujarat States, India", and reports on the Inter-country Nursing Conference (held 
in August-September 1967), the Regional Seminar on Health Statistics (October 1967), 
the Conference on Psychiatric Education (March 1968), the Meeting on the Teachbg 
of the Social Aspects of Obstetrics (Seflember 1968), the Meeting on Paediatric 
Education (October 1968) and the Seminar on Quality Control of Drugs (January 1969). 

h addition, 153 reports (107 assignment and final reports, 26 field visit 
reports of Regional Office s t .  and 20 miscellaneous reports) were issued as 
mimeographed documents. The list of reports issued during the period under review 
is given as  Annex 9 to this report. 

Some of the reports which were given especially wide distribution, in 
addition to those on the meetings mentioned above, were: (a) the Report on the 
Inter-regional Seminar on Food-borne Diseases and Intoxications and Food Hygiene 
Practice (held in October 1967); (b) the Report on the Inter-regional Seminar on 
Water Pollution Control (also held in October 1967); (c) "The Educational Approach 
in Planning and Implementation of Public Health Programmes" (report on a 
workshop conducted in Indonesia in August 1968), (d) the Report on an Inter-country 
Workshop on Training in Health Education (October 1968) and (e) the Report on the 
Course for Coding Instructors (held in November 1968). 

Other work connected with reports included (1) the revision of those parts 
of the SEAR Handbook that concern reports and dissemination of technical information, 
apd (2) bringing up to date the lists of the reports issued since the inception of the 
Regional Office (1949) - a general list arranged according to subject as well as 
separate lists for reports on each country. 

A revised edition of the "WHO Programme Guide" for the South-East Asia 
Region, originally issued early in 1968, was edited and distributed to Regional 
m e  staff, all projects and other offices of WHO. 
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Documents and Other Publications 

In addition to the regular documentation for the Regional Committee 
(including the production of bound copies of the report and minutes of the 
twenty-first session, bound copies of the conclusions and recommendations 
arising out of the technical discussions and an up-to-date edition of the 
Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions of the Regional Committee), a Special 
Anniversary Booklet was brought out as a souvenir of the Twentieth h i v e r s a r y  
celebrations. 

Two technical circulars were issued, one (No. TCIHEJ19) on health 
education in medical education, and the other (TC/NUR/7 Rev. 1) on the forth- 
coming establishment of a WHO fellowship centre for nurses at Wellington, 
New Zealand, in collaboration with the New Zealand Government. Wide 
distribution was also given to many documents, reprints and publications received 
from WHO Headquarters o r  other sources outside the Regional Office. 

Much effort was devoted to reviewing and enlarging the mailing list for 
distribution of documents on smallpox, and special arrangements were made with 
Headquarters to ensure that these documents are  promptly despatched to field 
workers in the Region. Also, it was necessary, because of shortage of space, 
to screen stocks of all documents and publications kept in the Regional Office, to 
weed out obsolete material and to apply stricter criteria for retention, in order 
to make room for new and important publications. 

Sale - 
Another means by which the Regional Office seeks to disseminate 

technical information is its sales programme, through which it offers WHO and 
some ReGonal Office publications at low prices in order to bring them to the 
knowledge of, and within the reach of, workers in the Region. 

In 1968, 12 000 copies of different WHO publications were sold on a 
retail basis, at a value of $7 489 (calculated at the 50% discount rate allowed to 
non-commercial purchasers). Also, subscriptions worth $G 756 (at the discount 
rate) were established. 

The Regional Office prepared and widely distributed reviews of several 
WHO publications thought to be of special interest to countries of the Region; it 
also compiled an annotated list of WHO publications on the subject of radiology and 
another of publications related to general medical practice. Displays were arranged 
for eleven conferences, seminars and workshops. As a result, many orders for 
WHO publications were received. 

The 1967 Supplement to the Catalobae of WHO Publications (compiled in 
the Regional Office) was widely distributed, and when the latest edition of the 
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Catalogue itself was issued by Headquarters, 1500 copies were sent out, along 
with a leaflet giving information on the concessional rates offered in the Region. 

The publication "WHO: Twenty Years in South-East Asia" has been 
reprinted and copies have been placed on sale. 

The change in the pattern of assistance haa also affected the Library, 
in that it is now called upon to provide greatly increased reference and biblio- 
graphy services to many of the meetings being organized. Statistics collected 
also showed a considerably enhanced use of the library services and a marked 
increase in the number of requests for references. 

To assist in planning, conducting and evaluating educational meetings, 
a "Materials Unit on Educational Methodology", organized by a WHO consultant, 
was set up ip the Library (see SEAR 0130 in Part UI). This unit contains books, 
pamphlets and reference materials. 

The collection of current medical and scientific literature continued to 
grow. During the period under review, 1 240new books and pamphlets and 123 
WHO publications were added to the Library, which now also regularly receives 
237 current periodicals, 137 on subscription and others free or in exchange for 
WHO publications. The Library issued1 800publications on loan to Regional 
Office and field staff and provided about 5 200pages of photocopies. 

Selected reference publications were displayed in the Library on the 
occasion of several meetings held in World Health House, and publications were 
also lent for use at VJIIC-sponsored meetings. 

In view of the growing problems of lack of space in the Regional Office 
building, retention periods for old periodicals were fixed, and a number removed 
from the shelves. 

A list of duplicate books available in the Library was sent to WHO 
Representatives' libraries and medical colleges in the Region, and subsequently 
over 400 publications were provided to various libraries. 

Assistance was given to medical libraries in Ceylon in the procurement 
of cheap textbooks. 

In the second half of June, the Regional Office Librariau visited Nepal 
for three weeks to assist in the organization of a medical library in Kathmandu 
(see section 7.3 above). 


