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4.5 National and Other Azencies 

As usual, a very large number of meetings of national g4vernmental and 
voluntary agencies was attended by various V l X 0  staff members. These included, 
for example, the annual meetings of the Expert Groups/hdvisory Committees of 
the Indian Council of Medical Research, held in Nwember-December 1968 in 
New Delhi. 

In the field of leprosy, co-operation was maintained with the Danish 
stsave the Childrens' Organization, as also with Emmaus Suisse, the Order of Malta 
and tho Deutches Hllfswerk f u r  Aussatzigen. These organizations participated in 
the WHO-assisted leprosy seminar held in Nepal in March. 

An important meeting organized during the year was the Asian Regional 
Conference of the World Confederation of Organizations of the Teaching 
Profession, which was held in Indonesia in April 1969 and was attended by the 
WHO Representative in that country. 

5. PUBLIC JNFORMATIDN 

The information media th rou~h which the Orgaaization attempts to reach 
the public have essentially remained the same through the years, namely: press, 
publicztions, radio and televisicn, films, lecturcn and exhibits. Efforts nn: 
concentrated on increasing the output to these media and are directed towards 
stimulating them to producc materfal of their own on matters pertaining to health 
and the World Health Organization. The Regional Office not only has acted as the 
disseminator, within the Region, of information received from WHO Headquarters 
but also has made information on the Region available to Headquarters and, 
through Headquarters, to the other countries in the world. Towards this end, 
a number of activities werc undertaken during the year, 

Press - 
The twenty-first session of the Regional Committee in September 1968, 

(coinciding with WH3's Twentieth Anniversary), United Nations Day 1968 and 
World Health Day 1969 prwided excellent opportunities for transmitting valuable 
information to the press, not only by means of the printed word but also in the 
form of photographs. The Regional Committee alone accounted for ten out of a 
total cd about fifty press releases put out during the period under review. World 
Health Day material on the theme "Health, Iabour and Productivity" was 
distributed not only in English as received from WHO Headquarters but also in 
a Hindi translation prepared under the auspices of the Regional Office. The 
response of the press was gratifying. 

Other press releases covered various educational meetings held in the 
Regional Office in New Delhi and in different countries of the Region. A series of 
releases on WHO-supported training facilities was issued during 1968&69. Press 
notes covered appointments of WHO Representatives and otl~er events. Features 
in Eindi were also issued on a regular matllly basis. 
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In following up a visit to India and Ceylon by a staff member from the 
Division of Public Information in Geneva, a team of journalists from India, 
the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the USSR visited Ceylon in May 1969 
to report for their newspapers on the water supply project undertaken in co- 
operation with UNDP. 

Newspaper men, radio correspondents and photographers calling on or 
writing to the Regional Office were supplied with information or  aided in obtaining 
interviews with participants in various meetings organized or assisted by WHO. 

Publications 

Following the publication of a WHO information folder in Burmese, Hindi 
and Mongolian, a Thai version was distributed on the occasion of World Health 
Day 1969. 

Co-operation with Headquarters in its publication, tVVJorld Healtht1, 
has been intensified a s  a result of a visit to India by the Chief, Press and 
Publications, from Headquarters. An article, "Youth in Indiatt, appeared in 
the July issue of this periodical. The M i a n  family planning programme and other 
regional topics are to be covered in future issues. 

Radio and TV 

The radio and television coverage of the Regional Committee's session 
and the Twentieth Anniversary celebration was highly satisfactory. A recording 
by the Regional Director on the health problems of South-East Asia was broadcast 
by various stations in the countries of the Region. The "Voice of America", 
BBC and other networks covered the Regional Committee meetings; they also held 
interviews with regional participants in various educational meetings. The World 
Health Day message of the WHO Director-General was broadcast in most countries 
of the Region, and thc national celebrations this year received ample radio 
and television time. On many occasions, the press releases issued from this 
office wcrc included in news broadcasts. 

Films and Photographs 

A script writer from an independent film production unit in London was 
assisted in collecting material in India and Thailand for a contemplated film on 
the theme of World Health Day 1969. 

Films listed in the WHO Film Catalogue were circulated on a loan basis 
among educational institutions, health services and other private organizations. 
Films and filmstrips were also secured in support of various activities of the 
Regional Office. 

During the reporting period the Public Information Officer visited Burma, 
Monesia and Thailand, to become better acqwinted with the health situation in 
these countries and with WHO/field projects, and also to meet members of the 
press, radio and TV and to intensify contacts with United Nations Information 
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Centres. To collect material for a new feature series on WHO International 
Reference Centres in India, to be issued in 1968-69, hc also visited Coonoor 
and Calcutta. These trips were also useful in enabling a photognphic record 
to be made of some of the work of WHO; as a result, approximately 250 negatives 
were added to the photo files of the Regional Office. 

k c t u r e s  and Exhibits 

Talks on WHO were given to groups af visitors to World Health House. 

For World Health Day, three-dimensional folding-type exhibits were 
prepared for display in most countries of the Region. It is hoped that for next 
year's World Health Day this type d exhibit can be mass-produced for wider 
distribution. 


