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1. REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The fifteenth session of the Regional Committee was held from 18 to 
24 September 1962 in the new WHO building in New Delhi. Representatives 
of all the nine countries in the Region were present; Mongolia, which had 
been assigned to the South East Asia Region by the Fifteenth World Health 
Assembly in May 1962, was represented for the first time. In addition, the 
United Nations, UNICEF, the United Nations Technical Assistance Board, 
FA0 and twelve non-governmental organizations having interests in the field 
of health were represented. 

The session was inaugurated by Dr Sushila Nayar, the Minister for 
Health of the Government of India, and an address was also made by the 
Director-General of WHO, Dr Candau, who attended part of the session. The 
Committee elected H. E. Maha Thiri Thudhama Daw Khin Kyi (Burma) as 
Chairman, and Dr Kamdhorn Suvarnakich (Thailand) Vice-Chairman. 

Dr Mani was re-elected a s  the Regional Committee's nominee for 
Regional Director for a further period of five years. 

The Committee approved the Regional Programme and Budget 
Estimates for 1964, involving an expenditure of about $11.5 million, inclusive 
of funds provided by UNICEF and the United Nations Special Fund. It also 
reviewed the Fourteenth Annual Report of the Regional Director in detail. It 
endorsed the emphasis given by the Regional Director to certain urgent health 
needs in the Region, such as better supervision of expanding health services, 
an adequate supply of essential drugs, the improvement of hospital maintenance, 
of health records and of laboratory services, and strengthening the basic health 
services so that they can assume responsibility for maintaining the control of 
communicable diseases now under the specialized mass programmes. 

Expressing satisfaction at  the progress of malaria eradication in the 
Region, the Committee recommended that WHO assist Member Countries by 
providing independent appraisal teams to make an assessment of the various 
stages of their eradication programmes. With respect to tuberculosis control, 
the need for some assistance to overcome the shortage of essential drugs was 
stressed. Concern was expressed over the present failure of health services 
to provide for the needs of the pre-school child. It was agreed that the 
coverage of this age-group was of the greatest importance, that the expansion 
of nurse training, with the public health concepts integrated throughout the 
curriculum, should ultimately enable field workers to assess and meet the 
needs, and that the strengthening of the health education side of training for 
all community level workers, including school-teachers, would also benefit 
this age group. 
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The joint efforts of WHO, FA0 and UNICEF in the field of nutrition 
were welcomed, and attention was drawn to the need for increased production 
of nutritious foodstuffs which would be within the resources of the average 
family. The Committee urged the strengthening of measures for the effective 
control of food adulteration and of the use, transport and handling of harmful 
chemicals, including insecticides; the Regional Director was asked to keep in 
close touch with this problem and to offer assistance as needed. In a 
resolution on national health planning, governments were urged to include 
representatives of health administrations a s  members of national planning 
organizations, and it was recommended that WHO should provide facilities 
for training senior health administrators in this field. The Committee also 
emphasized the need for improvement of health statistics in South East Asian 
countries. 

Technical discussions were held on the subject of "Community Water 
Supplies", and recommendations were made on the organization of national 
or state water and drainage boards; the development of simple, inexpensive 
methods for collecting and distributing water; water quality standards, 
principles of financing,and other relevant matters. Special attention was 
given to the role of public health agencies and the influence they could bring to 
bear on sound water supply development. 

It was decided that the 1963 session of the Regional Committee - to take 
place in Bangkok a t  the invitation of the Government of Thailand - should be 
held in the month of September, and that "Case-finding and Domiciliary Treat- 
ment in Tuberculosis Control" would be the subject for technical discussions 
at that session. The Committee decided to hold its 1964 session a t  the 
Regional Office headquarters in New Delhi. 

2. ADMINISTRATION 

2.1 General 

The expansion of health programmes in the Region and the number of 
conferences and seminars held during the year led to an increase in the 
administrative workload of the Regional Office. In order to improve adminis- 
trative procedures and methods, some of the basic documents in uae, such as 
the model plan of operations and the Policy and Procedure Handbook for the 
Region, were revised. 

The Regional Office moved to i ts  new permanent headquarters at 
Indraprostha Estate in November 1963 (see Section 2.6 below). The provision 
of newer and better office equipment and the functional design of the building 
itself combine to contribute to increased administrative efficiency. 


