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4.5 Other Organizations 

WHO has continued its co-operation with other governmental, non- 
governmental and private organizations. 

Among such organizations is the Rockefeller Foundation, which 
continues its work, primarily in India. It has given grants for research 
work to such institutes as  the Virus Research Centre in Poona, and now 
plans to assist a project a t  the Christian Medical College in Vellore, to 
ascertain the health needs of a typical Panchayat union area, how to meet 
them and how to use the area for training medical undergraduates; it  will 
also support the Health Ministry in efforts to induce medical graduates to 
work in rural areas by promoting studies of the attitudes of new medical 
graduates posted as  interns in rural dispensaries in seven areas. 

The Ford Foundation in India, which this year sent a public health 
consultant team, is, in addition to its research-cum-action projects and work 
on health education, also continuing to assist such institutes a s  the Banaras 
Hindu University, the Central Drug Research Institute in Lucknow, and Delhi 
University. It is  also actively assisting in developing a high level public 
health institute and some health demonstration districts. 

Among other organizations with which WHO has maintained contact 
are  CARE (the Co-operative for American Relief to Everywhere, Inc. ) which 
is assisting Afghanistan with a team (MEDICO-CARE), Ceylon with drugs, 
etc. , and Ceylon and India with feeding programmes; the China Medical 
Board, providing assistance to the library of the University of Medical 
Sciences in Bangkok, and the Danish "Save the Children1' Fund, with which 
WHO is co-operating in a leprosy project in Srikakulam (India). Also, to 
a lesser extent, there has been co-operation with the Japanese Anti-Leprosy 
Mission to Asia, which is  setting up a 40-bed leprosy hospital in Saharanpur 
(India); the American Cancer Mission, which, with the Government of 
India, sponsored the Seventh International Congress on Chest Diseases 
held in Delhi in February; the British Council in Indonesia, and L.le Asia 
Fcundation, which is  providing books for university and school libraries in 
Ceylon. 

5. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Wide interest was shown in the theme for World Health Day 1963, 
"Hunger: Disease of Millions", chosen in support of FAO's "Freedom From 
Hunger1' campaign. From all countries of the Region, newspapers, radio 
services, medical, educational and economic periodicals, schools, health 
centres, etc. , requested material for publication, broadcasting, lecturing 



SEA/RCl6/2 
Page 86 

and exhibition. In all, 750 such direct requests were handled by the Regional 
Office, and a total of 6 200  sets of information material distributed, some of 
which was reproduced in several languages by the governments. 

The Regional Office also co-operated with All-India Radio a s  well a s  
international broadcasting services in producing radio and television 
programmes on the theme of World Health Day, and, through personal 
briefings, assisted writers in preparing articles on nutrition. 

In several countries of the Region, World Health Day was observed a s  
an official function, highlighted by the inauguration of exhibitions on nutrition 
and health; in some, the observance was arranged under the joint auspices of 
ministries of health, education, and food and agriculture. 

There i s  no doubt that World Health Day has now become the main 
occasion during the year for many countries to publicise their national health 
services and to promote some of their programmes, and that in South East 
Asia, it actively promotes the aims of WHO and makes the Organization 
better known. 

"World Health House", the new Regional Headquarters, and its 
inauguration by the Prime Minister of India on 24 April were the subjects of 
extensive press and radio publicity. A programme of visits to the new 
building by nurses, students, civic groups, etc.,  has been initiated. During 
these visits talks and film shows a re  arranged. 

Several exhibits were prepared by the Regional Office during the year. 
One of them was a twelve-panel display on WHO and its work in  tuberculosis, 
put up at the Seventh International Congress on Diseases of the Chest, held 
in New Delhi, with about 700 participants from 34 countries. The "Role of 
WHO in Medical Research" was the subject of another exhibit, prepared on 
the occasion of the annual conference of the Delhi Medical Association. A 
display of WHO publications was arranged at  the Sixteenth Assembly of the 
World Medical Association, in New Delhi, and an exhibit on malaria 
eradication stamps was set up in the Regional Office and l~.,.ter sent on loan to 
cultural organizations. 

Since 1 January 1963, WHO'S magazine, World Health, is  being issued 
a s  a monthly publication. Articles appearing in it are  frequently reprinted by 
newspapers and periodicals o r  used a s  a source of information by writers for 
articles of their own. The Regional Office prepared several articles on health 
in South East Asia for publication in the magazine. 
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There has been a further increase in the demand for the Rural Health 
, and the order for printing it has been increased from 4 000 to 
5 000 copies. 

The Regional Office co-operated with the BBC and the North German 
Broadcasting Service in planning television programmes on WHO-assisted 
health projects. 

During the first five months of 1963, twenty-two writers and radio 
and television personnel were briefed on health subjects. Further efforts 
will  be made to establish an information service to which reporters and 
correspondents can turn fgr complete information on health subjects of 
regional a s  well a s  global interest, particularly on matters linking health 
with economic and social progress. 


