
Governing Bodies 

The Fifty-first World Health Assembly was held in Geneva 
from 1 1  to 15 May 1998. The Assembly elected Dr Faisal 
Radhi Al-Mousawi (Bahrain) as President. Mr J.Y. Thinley 
(Bhutan) was elected as one of the Vice-Presidents and I Dr Nimal Seripala de Silva (Sri Lanka) was elected Chairman i 
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Bangladesh was elected to designate a person to serve % 
os a Member of the Executive Board for a term of three years, 1 
to fill the vacancy created by one of the outgoing Members 1 
(Bhutan) from the South-East Asia Region on completion of 1 
its term. The Assembly adopted 31 resolutions. 8 

i 

The Assembly appointed Dr Gro Harlem Brundtland as { 
the Director-General of the Organization for a five-year term t 
beginning 21 July 1998. B 8 

i 
The Assembly also debated the issue of regional allocations i 

1 
and passed resolution WHA51 .31 which resulted in consensus . 

1 for a compromise approach to the issue which is substantially 
I 

more favourable to the South-East Asia Region when compared ' 

B with that earlier proposed to the Health Assembly by the 
Executive Board. i 
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The 10lstsession of the Executive Board was held in Geneva 
from 19 to 27 January 1998. In its 22-point agenda, among 
the important items covered were: consideration of the draft 
global health ~o l i cy  for the 2lst century, WHO reform, and 
nomination of a new WHO Director-General. It reviewed the 
two separate reports of the special group on the review of 
the Constitution of WHO (Articles 2 and 73 of the Constitution), 
and passed 26 resolutions. 

The critical issue of regional allocations was also reviewed, 
and the Board recommended to the World Health Assembly 
adoption of an approach which, if not modified, would have 
resulted in substantial reductions in Regular Budget funding 
for the South-East Asia Region, starting in 2000. 

The 102nd session of the Executive Board was held in 
Geneva on 18 and 19 May 1998. It considered a number of 
mostly procedural issues. This session also further reviewed 
the formula to be used as an important element in the 
allocation of resources among Regions. 

Regional 
Committee 

The 5Mh session of the WHO Regional CommitteeforSouth-East 
Asia was held in Thimphu, Bhutan, from 8 to 12 September 
1997. Besides representatives from all the 10 Member States of 
the Region, it was also attended by the Director-General of 
WHO, representatives from UNDP, UNFPA, UNICEF, FA0 and a 
number of nongovernmental organizations. 

The Committee discussed the Regional Director's report 
on the Work of WHO covering a period of two years and 
noted the progress made in the implementation of the WHO 
collaborative programmes in the Region. The report reflected 
a steady improvement in the health status of the peoples in 
the Region. The third evaluation report on the implementation 
of the Health for All (HFA) strategies facilitated the preparation 
of the "Declaration on health development in the South-East 
Asia Region in the 21 st Century". The Declaration was endorsed 
by the Regional Committee with a call to Member States to 
develop their national health plans and programmes in the 
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light of the results of the third evaluation, to improve their 
health management information systems and to take steps to 
adapt and integrate the policy guidance laid down in the 
Declaration into their national health policies and plans. 

The Committee reviewed the implementation of the WHO 
collaborative programmes - both country and intercountry - 
and endorsed increased use of the intercountry mechanism 
in the development and management of the regional 
programme budget by enhancing the size of intercountry 
programmes. It also gave guidance on prioritization of 
programmes as well as on the implementation schedule of 
the 1998-1 999 programme budget. Acknowledging the 
potential of the WHO Collaborating Centres, the Committee 
urged the Member States to identify, support and develop 
national centres of excellence and to make use of the technical 
expertise available in the Region. 

Endorsing the report on the technical discussions on Health 
Sector Reform, the Committee urged the Member States to 
explore effective strategies for political and administrative 
management of the process and content of the health sector 
reform through involvement of policy-makers, providers of 
health services and the public and to make use of national 
institutions and mechanisms as well as WHO Collaborating 
Centres to plan and manage reforms effectively. 

The Committee decided to hold technical discussions on 
'Partnership for health development with focus on women's 
health and development' during its 5lst session in 1998. 
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