
restoration of the essential health services at the primary health 
care level and for the immunization programme in DPR Korea. 

SEARO's response to the forest fires and the resulting haze, 
affecting not only large parts of Indonesia but also neighbouring 
countries, included technical advice to the Indonesian Ministry 
of Health, other UN agencies, and NGOs In addition, WHO 
provided, installed and trained relevont people in monitoring 
equipment essential to measure the most harmful particles 
present in the haze. The health effects of the 'El Nino' 
phenomenon, which resulted in bush fires and drought in lrian 
Jaya, were assessed. D 

A Workshop on Emergency lnformation System was held 
in Bangkok in December 1997. The outcome of this workshop 
consisted of several proiect proposals and approaches that 
would be used as a starting point to set up on Emergency 
lnformation System at national and regional levels. These 
project proposals were later assessed for attainability and 
sustainable outcome at another workshop. 

- 

Biomedical and Health lnformation 
and Trends 

i 

In the context of the countries' efforts to improve national 
health information systems (HISS), a number of intercountry 
activities were initiated in order to provide substantive entry - points for more in-depth and focused efforts within countries. 

As an entry point for strengthening morbidity and mortality 
data, a training course on the Tenth Revision of the International 1 i,,forma+i0,, 
Classification of Diseases and Related Health Problems (ICD-10) 
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was developed by the National Centre for Classification in 
Health, a WHOcollaborating centre in Australia, in cooperation 
with SEARO. The pilot testing of the course was completed 
with the third intercountry ICD-10 training workshop, carried 
out in November 1997 in Thailand. Activities were initiated in 
early 1998 to institutionalize the course in one additional 
country (Myanmar). 

A second entry point was the development of a curriculum 
for a short course for medical records technicians (MRTs). This 
course was designed specifically for SEAR countries where there 
is little formal training for medical records staff, and is modular 
based for ease of application. This activity was also undertaken 
by the WHO Collaborating Centre in Australia under the 
guidance and direction of SEARO. The course is expected to 
be institutionalized in three to five SEAR countries, and will 
thus support the enhancement of national capacity in medical 
record functions and morbidity and mortality data collection. 

In order to strengthen HISS and their contribution to national 
planning processes, the application of health futures methodo- 
logies is being supported by SEARO. A number of technical 
support missions were undertaken in Thailand, where health 
futures topics include HIV/AIDS, environmental pollution, health 
economics and health of the aged. The findings from these 
studies would help improve national health planning processes. 
In early 1998, activities were undertaken to expand the 
application of health futures methodologies to other SEAR 
countries, including Indonesia 

Along with the specific "entry points" highlighted above, 
countries of the Region as well as the Organization have 
been active in collecting, validating and disseminating 
information on health situation and trends. The country reports 
on the third evaluation of the HFA strategy were used as a 
basis for preparing the regional report, which was submitted 
to the 50th session of the Regional Committee in September 
1997. The Regional Health Report 1997, which addressed 20 
years of development towards the Health-for-All goal, was 
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disseminated in October 1997. The Regional Health Report 
1998 focuses on the theme of women, health and development. 

An Advisory Committee on Health and Biomedical Information 
(ACHBI) was formed replacing the earlier HELLIS Committee. 

The first issue of the second volume of the Regional Health 
Forum was brought out. The second issue of this volume is 
under preparation. 

A number of documents/publications, including the Regional 1 
Health Report 1997ond the Declaration on Health Development [ 
in the south-~ast Asia Region in the 21stCentun/, were issued. I 

The Regional Office participated in two scientific congresses 
and two book fairs. Seven WHO books were selected for 
publishing low-cost local editions for sale in the Region as 
well as in the neighbouring countries and in Africa. 

Reprint agreements were also concluded for free distribution 
of WHO publications by two pharmaceutical firms which resulted 
in the dissemination of 45 000 and 25 000 copies respectively 
of the pocket manual Management of Severe and Complicated 
Malaria to doctors in India. 

*. Several WHO publications were translated and published 
in national languages to make them easily accessible to health 
workers and the general public. These included, Bahasa 
Indonesia, Bengali, Hindi, Korean, Myanmar, Tamil and Thai. 
A number of translation agreements were also signed for 
distributing/selling WHO books in local languages thereby 
enhancing the coverage of target audience. 

The Regional Office Libran/ continued to plan, promote, 
and monitor programmes of resource sharing and liaised with 
international agencies and other networks. It continued to 

.- 
provide technical information and literature support to WHO 
staff, Member States, United Notions agencies, and other 
users by way of document delivery, loan of publications, 
MEDLINE searches, bibliographies, reference and current 

Publishing, 
language and 
library sewices 
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awareness services. It also provided, through E-Moil, relevant 
health literature/information available on Internet to its users. 

To help develop the capabilities of health science libraries, 
the Library provided WHO and non-WHO databases, library 
management software, CDS/ISIS based IMSEAR and WHOBIS 
(WHO bibliographic database) formats to Member Countries. 
Photocopiers, computers, hardware and software, CD-ROM 
drives, biomedical literature, subscription to periodicals and, 
on specific requests, core lists of books and periodicals were 
also provided. 

The emerging concept of Electronic Library is being 
exploited, both at national and regional levels, so that available 
resources are utilized and shared fruitfully, avoiding duplication 
of collection, processing and dissemination. 
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