
of district cancer control programmes in six model distrids, which 
have now been expanded to include more distrids. These 
programmes focus on prevention, early detection and treatment, 
and palliative care as costeffective measures in addiiion to the 
traditional focus on curative services only. Training courses in 
palliative care were held in several parts of India with the assistance 
of a consunant made available to WHO by a European NGO. 

br&ovasrubr Rheumatic feverlheumatic heart disease (RFIRHD) continues to 
Dirases be a major problem in most countries of the Region. A pmjed on 

the feasibility of their control funded by AGFUND and executed by 
WHO has established the feasibility and cost-effectiveness of 
controlling this disease through an integrated approach of school 
health and primary health care. An extensive review of activities 
related to the contml of ca~iovasculardiseases in Member Countries 
was conducted. 

Models for the control of thalassaemia (in Maldives) and diabetes 
mellitus (in Bangladesh) have been evolved and evaluated. The 
coverage with such model inteiventions will now need to be extended. 
Activities for an integrated approach to the control of thalassaemia. 
diabetes mellitus and some other noncommunicable diseases will 
be discussed at a regional workshop. 

Health Information Supporl 

Publitations and The Regional Office issued four new titles under the SEAR0 
DOCUNVSIltS Publications series: Nutrition Research in South-East Asia (Regional 

Publication No.23); Appraisal of Heanh Systems Research (Technical 
Publication No.12); Heanh Research Strategies of the South-East 
Asia Region (Technical Publication No.13); and Municentre Study 
on Low Birth Weight and Infant Mortality (Regional Health Paper 
No. 25). The fourth volume of Research Abstracts (Regional Health 
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Paper No.16) was brought out. In addition. Regional Committee 
documentation, including the Final Report and the report on the 
technical discussions, was issued. The Handbook of Resolutions 
of the Regional Committee was updated. The report on the Eleventh 
Meeting of Ministen of Health of the South-East Asia Region was 
also published. 

Efforts to disseminate WHO publications through sales 
continued. Agreements were signed granting reprint rights to local 
publishers for bringing out low-priced editions of WHO publications. 
as well as their translation into regionaVlocal languages. The 
distribution network was enlarged by the appointment of more sales 
agents. WHO publications were displayed during major book fa in 
and scientific congresses. The sales operations were computerized 
to streamline the work. 

The Regional Office was represented at the annual meeting of 
the Interregional Committee on Policy and Coordination of 
Publications. which was held in Manila in October 1993. 

The Regional Office Library continued to provide support to the Health Literature 
Member Countries in strengthening their health literature, library and library 
and information services by way of document delivery, loan of Services [mtlwtng 
publications. MEDLARSlMEDLlNE searches, current awareness HfUIS) 
services through SEARO Library Alert (SLA), Library News and 
HELLIS Newsletter, and the compilation of IMSEAR (Index Medicus 
for WHO South-East Asia Region). 

Computerized systems, viz. SEALIS (WHO- SEARO assignment 
reports and documents). WHOLlS (WHO Library lnformation System) 
databases and BMS (Books Management System), and PMS 
(Periodicals Management System), have been developed and 
linked to SEARO LAN (Local Area Network). To strengthen the V\IR 
Offices' information retrieval and document delivery capabilities as 
well as to initiate their staff in the use of newer technology, a 
"Second Library Orientation Programme" for persons looking after 
the libraries in the WR Offices was conducted in the Regional 
Office from 14 to 25 February 1994. 

The Regional HELLIS (Health Literature. Library and Information 
Services) Network established in nine countries has continued to 
function as a resource-sharing mechanism in the Region for the 
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provision of information on relevant health literature to the biomedical 
community. The HELLIS National Focal Point (NFP) libraries of 
Bangladesh, DPR Korea, India, Indonesia, Mongolia. Myanmar, 
Nepal and Sn' Lanka have been provided with a ampfete set of 
the MEDLINE database (lBB8todate) on CD-ROM. VIMh a view 
to making it possible for usen to access regional health science 
literature information electronically, action has been initiated for 
computerizing the current and already published information of 
IMSEAR. Mongolia was supported in the establishment of a National 
HELLIS Network. 

Support Services 

Personnel AS of 30 June 1994, the Regional Office had 146 established 
professional posts in the South-East Asia Region, of which four 
were frozen and 108 were filled by long-term staff/consukants/ 
short-term professionals. During the period under review. 130 
consultants were employed in various projects for periods ranging 
from one week to 11 months. 

Staff development and training activities were continued as in 
previous years in various disciplines, for professional as well as 
GS staff members. A substantial number of staff were given training 
in electronic mail which is being put to use in the Regional Office. 
Further, in the field of electronic data processing, individual staff 
members or small groups were given training in database 
management. Introductory briefings and orientation for new staff 
memben were carried out, while a workshop on organizational 
effectiveness drew a large number of staff memben. lndivaual 
professional staff attended a number of counes on technical 
subjects. The global objective of these activities is to enhance the 
effectiveness of the staff and of W O ' s  work in the Region as a 
whole. 
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