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School health education was receiving special attention. lndia and Sri Lanka 
participated in the WHO/UNESCO/UNICEF Consultation on Comprehensive School 
Health Education, held at WHO headquarters. 

lntrasectoral linkages with other national health programmes, especially the 
Tc~bacco or Health Programme and AIDS, were intensified. 

An lntercountry Workshop on Mobilizing Youth in the Prevention and Control of 
~ t o s  was held in collaboration with the World Assembly of Youth (WAY) in October 
1991 in which youth from governmental and nongovernmental organizations in the 
Region participated. 

Health continued to attract media attention, particularly with reference to the 
three special WHO-sponsored "days" - World Health Day. No-Tobacco Day and 
World AlDS Day. lnformation kits produced for these occasions were distributed, 
which were used extensively in the Region by the electronic and print media. 
educational institutions, NGOs and health activists. 

The WHO briefing booklet, "Essence of Cooperation", was reprinted and, to fulfil 
the need for appropriate information on the Organization's activities in the Region, 
an illustrated booklet, "WHO in South-East Asia Region" was prepared. lnformation 
kit:; on acute respiratory infections and AlDS were also prepared. Information kits on 
selected health themes pertaining to the Region, produced since 1988, are now 
beng compiled and adapted for the use of women's organizations in the Region. 

7 
Research Promotion and Development including 

Research on Health-promoting Behaviour 

The Regional Office supported a series of inter-related activities aimed at the promotion 
and development of health research in the Member Countries. 

The South-East Asia Advisory Committee on Health Research (SENACHR), at its 
eighteenth session held in the Regional Office in April 1992, considered the progress 
of the regional Research Promotion and Development (RPD) programme. Topics 
such as Research on Maternal Mortality: Strengthening the Capability for 
Epidemiological Research in the Region; Research on Prevention of Cardiovascular 
Diseases; Children Vaccine Development Initiative, and Technology Development, 
Assessment and Transfer were discussed at length at this meeting. It was decided 
to take further steps to respond to the World Health Assembly resolution WHA43.19. 

An lntercountry Consultation on Research in Nursing was organized in 1991 
whore high priority research was identified. Participants from lndia, Indonesia, Nepal 
and Thailand took part in an Interregional Workshop on Nursing Research in Primary 
Health Care held in the Regional Office in December 1991. The overall objective of 
the Workshop was to identify and develop research areas related to the delivery of 
nursing and midwifery services and the most efficient and effective use of 
nur:jing/midwifery resources towards the attainment of better health. 

Several scientific meetings were also supported during the year. These included: 
the Consultative Meeting on Research on Problem-based Learning; a Meeting of the 
Principal Investigators of the Multi-country Epidemiological Study of the Elderly, and 



the lntercountry Workshop on the Development of Tools and Methods for Vector 
Contrd in PHC. 

Technical and financial support to the dengue vaccine development programme 
at Mahkld University, Thailand, was continued. The project has made very good 
progress. Monovalent candidate vaccines have now been produced against all four 
types of the dengue virus. All are immunogenic and essentially non-reactogenic; 
however, the vaccine against DEN9 needs refinement. Bivalent, trivalent and tetravalent 
combi~tions of the four monovalent vaccines have undergone Phase I trials wlth 
satisfactory results. The second meeting on the Long-range Perspectives of the 
Dengue Vaccine Development Programme, held in the Regional Office in February 
1992, reviewed the current status of the present project and discussed plans for 
future activities. 

Following a consultative meeting, a protocol was developed to conduct a 
multicentre cdlaborative epidemiological study of sporadic NAN6 hepelitis in relation 
to hepatitis C virus in five countries. This study will also reveal the relationship 
between HCV and HEV in chronic liver diseases. 

In the area of research on human resources for health, important activities were 
undertaken in respect of research in nursing, research in problem-based learning 
(PEL), and inquirydriven strategies for curriculum Innovation in medical schools. 

Other activities were continued as usual. These included research capability 
strengthening through the award of visiting scientist grants and research training 
grants; the provision of direct financial support for investigator-initiated research 
projects; support for participation at scientific meetings, and collaboration with WHO 
headquarters, especially with the Special Programmes. Financial suppoltwes approved 
for 20 research projects covering such diverse areas as malaria, liver diseases, 
nursing research, drug utilization, development of health laboratory techniques, 
traditional medicine, entomology, and mental health. 

During the period under review, nine projects were completed, while 20 new 
projects were supported. There were in all 44 ongoing research projects receiving 
WHO assistance. Vdume 3 of "Research Abstracts: South-East Asia Reglon", containing 
abstracts of 38 research projects, was also published. These abstracts represent 
only those completed studies which were funded under the WHO intercountry Regular 
Budget. 

Sixty-nine WHO collaborating centres in the Region represent a wide spectrum 
of specialities and are a reflection of the increasing stature of the institutions In the 
Region. 

General Health Protection and Promotion 

Nutrition The South-East Asia Regional Nutrition Research-cum-Action Network continued its 
activities during the period. 

SEAR0 issued research contracts to four WHO collaborating centres of the Network 
for projects to investigate how to improve the taking of iron tablets during pregnancy, 


