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Health System Development 

The regional report on the Second Evaluation of the Strategies for Health for All was 
discussed and endorsed by the Regional Committee at its forty-fourth session. The 
report was sent to WHO headquarters as the South-East Asia Region's contribution 
to the Eighth Wolld Health Situation Report. 

The regional report reviewed the socioeconomic and health system developments, 
patterns and trends in health status, and evaluation and outlook for the future. The 
second evaluation confirmed that the political will for the achievement of the HFA 
goal was being sustained in all countries in the Region. A noteworthy feature was 
the decentralization of authority to the district and peripheral levels. 

The seventh edition of the Bulletin of Regional Health lnformation was finalized. 
The Bulletin presents the Region's demographic features, socioeconomic conditions, 
health situation and health programmes as well as a profile of each Member Countly 
covering the general, demographic and health situation with basic health indicators 
reported from 1980 to 1990. 

The countries of the Region continued to strengthen their health information 
systems by utilizing data at the operational level and generating and using 
disaggregated information. Indonesia, Sri Lanka and Thailand initiated steps leading 
to early preparation of the 10th revision of the lnternational Classification of Diseases 
which will come into use in 1993. In India, the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
decided to implement, in a phased manner, the previously field-tested Health 
Management lnformation System (HMIS) throughout the country. 

WHOcontinued to support the Member Countries in strengthening their epidemiological 
surveillance and information systems. A consultant was assigned to assist the 
Gwernment of Myanmar in this regard. Nationals of Bhutan and Nepal were trained 
in epidemiological surveillance through award of fellowships. Support was extended 
to countries for maintaining surveillance data on computers, for which nationals were 
trained through workshops and seminars. Assistance was also provided to 
representatives from the Member Countries to enable their participation in meetings 
organized by the International Epidemiological Association's Field Epidemiology 
Training Programme (FETP) and the international Clinical Epidemiology Network, 
sponsored by the Rockefeller Foundation, which were held in Bali, Indonesia, from 
19 to 25 January 1992. 

Support was provided to Nepal in the finalization of a new health policy, while Sri 
Lanka received assistance in the formulation of its health policy. A Presidential task 
forc:e was established in Sri Lanka to review the current situation and make 
recommendations on the health policy in the context of the current resource constraint. 

Studies were under way in India and Thailand in health economics and alternative 
financing. An lntercountry Workshop on Strengthening Management of 
Go\rernmentjWHO Collaborative Programme for National Health Development was 
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held in Colombo in which representatives from Maldives and Sri Lanka participated 
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Six countries - Bangladesh. Bhutan. Maldives, Mongolia. Myanmar and Nepal - 
have been participants in the Initiative for Intensled WHO Cooperation for Countries 
and Peoples in Greatest Need (IWC). The range of technical support hdoded: 
measures for better coordination of the Worid Bank's and donor agencies' inputs in 
Bangladesh; preparation of a framework for national health development in Mongdia; 
resource utilization review in Myanmar; accelerated health information system and 
health economics and health care financing in Nepal, and studies to Improve health 
systems and medical care in Maldives. 

Health systems An institutional strengthening grant was given to Nepal to establish a Health Systems 
research and Research Unit under the aegis of the Nepal Health Research Council. The services 

of a consultant were provided to strengthen HSR Bangladesh, Myanmar and Nepal. 

Technicai assistance was provided to DPR Korea to develop research project 
proposals and to impart training in HSR methoddogies, and to Sri bnka to identify 
priority areas, and, within each area, specific topics for HSR, at a National Consultative 
Meeting for the Assessment of Needs in HSR. Technical support was provided to 
Sri Lanka in the preparation of a draft proposal for Phase II of the HSR Programme 
to be funded by the International Development Research Centre (IDRC). Canada. 
IDRC has since approved the proposal and a grant of approximately U S  one million 
will be provided over the next three years. At the WHO Interregional Workshop on 
HSR in Leprosy, held in Khon Kaen, Thailand, from 25 November to 6 December 
1991, participants from four countries of the Region developed research protocds 
which would enable them to use HSR results to improve the effectiveness of leprosy 
control measures at the operational level. 

As a follow-up to the Consultative Meeting to Develop Criteria for the Appraisal 
of HSR Project Proposals, held in April 1991, a document entltled "The Appraisal d 
Health Systems Research" was prepared for publication as a Regional Office Technicai 
Report. 

Health legisfation There has been increasing recognition of the fact that legislative support had an 
important rde to play in improving pdicy formulation for guiding national health 
development and plans of action. Support was therefore provided to lndla to revlew 
existing public health laws and Suggest a unified, comprehensive health legislation 
for nationwide enforcement. WHO'S cdlaborative support in this area ranged from 
formulation of draft legislation on 'informed consent' to preparing regulations to 
provide a legal basis for in vitro fertilization in Indonesia. WHO also supported the 
preparation of a document in health-related laws and bye-laws in Nepal and in the 
review of draft legislation on AIDS in Thailand. 

4 
Organization of Health Systems Based on 
Primary Health Care 

There has been perceptible progress in health development in all the Member 
Countries. The health infrastructure has expanded and Improved its coverage, hdudlng 
the quality of care, through training and deployment of a vast number of community 


