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OBLIGATIONS ON FIELD ACTIVITIES 

A comparison of the obligations incurred by programmes with the 
approved budget for the biennium 1980-1981 under the Regular Budget is given 
in the statement appearing in Annex 7, showing an overall obligation of 
102.5%. The increase of 2.5% is mainly due to the additional allocation of 
$975 300 made available to this region by Headquarters as well as the funds 
($141 000) allocated by the Director-General from his Development Programme. 

3.5 Regional Office Building 

Out of the total allocation of $ 675 000 made by the World Health 
Assembly in 1981, contracts have been awarded for the civil and electrical 
works in respect of the extension to the existing building and for the 
purchase and installation of a new air-conditioning plant. The construction 
work has started and is expected to be completed by March 1983, within the 
budgeted allocation. 

4. PROCUREMENT OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 

During the period 1 June 1981 - 31 May 1982 procurement of supplies 
and equipment amounted to $8 729 540, of which $1 781 026 (20%) were for 
local purchases. 

A comparative table showing the procurement trend during the.period 
from 1977 to May 1982 is given below: 

(Expressed in US Dollars) 

-- 

N.B.: Local purchase figures are available only from 1977. - 

Year 

1977 
1978-79 
1980-81 
1982 Jan-May 

Total 
Procurement 

3 801 567 
19 675 769 
17 066 017 
2 013 985 

Local Purchase 
within the 
Region 

756 243 
3 153 794 
2 449 038 
536 240 

Local Purchase 
as a percentage 
of the Total 

19.89% 
16.02% 
14.35% 
26.62% 
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Local purchases, as proportion of total purchase, have increased 
from 9% in 1979 to 20% in 1981. 

Amongst items available locally in countries of the Region and 
purchased by the Regional Office were: Motor vehicles, motorcycles,bicycles, 
vehicle spare parts, audiovisual equipment, teaching aids, laboratory 
equipment and supplies, chemicals, drugs and pharmaceuticals, hospital 
equipment, diagnostic, operative and other instruments, rubber and plastic 
goods,utensils and sundry items, refrigerators, cold boxes, office machines, 
typewriters (~nglish and local language), filing cabinets and cupboards, 
photocopiers, duplicators, paper and stationery. 

Market surveys for items available locally are being carried out by 
the Regional Office with the help of WHO Programme Coordinatots. 

Emergency supplies 

During the biennium 1980-81 requests to meet emergency conditions 
caused by natural disasters and epidemics were received, and the following 
supplies were procured., totalling $ 204 255. 

Bangladesh. For flood disaster relief: ~edicaments, water 
purifying tablets, bleaching powder, anti-snake venom serum 
and cliquinol. 

Burma. For fire disaster relief, ~aungdwingyi/Mandalay. 
Medicaments, consisting of oral rehydration soiution, 
ampicillin and tetracycline capsules and ~inger's lactate 
with giving sets; f.:.racin ointment and water purifying 
tablets, 

India. For the control of Japanese encephalitis: Freeze-dried 
vaccine. 

Indonesia. To combat an epidemic of polio: Oral polio vaccine. 

Maldives. To control outbreaks of polio and conjunctivitis: 
Oral polio vaccine and tetracycline eye ointment. 

Mongolia. To meet epidemiological conditions: Meningococcal -- 
vaccine. 

Nepal. To control an outbreak of gastro-enteritis in hilly 
areas: Rehydration solution. 

For relief of earthquake victims: Medicaments, water 
purification tablets, surgical bandages. 

For emergency relief: Various drugs. 

Thailand. To control an outbreak of diphtheria: Diphtheria -- 
antitoxin. 

From 1 June 1981 to 31 May 1982, $45 650 were spent for emergency 
supplies. This represents a 73% decrease as compared To the previous year. 
From 1 January to 31 May 1982, requests were received for the supply of 
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diagnostic cholera antisera for Sri Lanka, oral polio vaccine for Nepal and 
cholera vaccine for Maldives. The total cost of these supplies amounted to 
$ 3850. 

Purchases - Revolving FundfReimbursable basis 

During the biennium 1980-81, Bangladesh, Burma, India, Mongolia, 
Nepal and Sri Lanka made use of the Organization's procurement facilities 
under the Revolving Fund and reimbursable schemes amounting to $502 223. 

The purchases covered hospital and laboratory equipment, teaching 
materials, drugs, vaccine, bleaching powder and renewal of subscriptions to 
journals and procurement of medical books. 

From January to May 1982, Bangladesh, Burma, Nepal and Sri Lanka 
have made use of the Organization's procurement facilities under the above 
schemes amounting to $145 663. 

5. COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 

The central theme of WHO'S collaboration and coordination with 
agencies in the United Nations system as well as with various bilateral, 
multilateral and non-governmental organizations has been health for all by 
the year 2000 with PHC as the key approach. The strategies pursued have 
been to implement 'seed' collaborative activities in specific critical 
areas and those with core development potential in order to generate 
further international resources for accelerated development in the health 
sector and coordination with the relevant programmes and projects of other 
agencies ensuring more effective utilization of resources. An emerging 
aspect of the Organization's coordination in the Region is to highlight the 
role of health as part of integrated development, particularly in the 
predominant rural sector. 

5.1 United Nations 

Pursuant to various ECOSOC and United Nations General Assembly 
resolutions, the Regional Office has taken appropriate measures for 
collaboration. An important resolution relates to the Conference on Least 
Developed Countries (LDCs) in September 1981 which adopted a Substantial 
New Programme of Action (sNPA) for the 1980s for LDCs. Allied to the SNPA 
are HRG/CRU (health resources group/country resource utilization) exercises 
in Sri Lanka and Nepal and the proposed WHOfUNICEF JCHP exercise related to 
primary health care in Nepal and Burma. It is expected that these resource 
utilization and needs assessment exercises will contribute significantly to 
the country-level meeting of donors as expected in pursuance of the 
conference's recommendations. The Government of Maldives has already pro- 
posed organizing such a meeting with the support of UNDP, and the Regional 
Office is actively collaborating with that country's Ministry of Health to 
promote appropriate health programmes and projects for consideration at the 
proposed meeting. 

WHO has been active in the promotion of programmes concerning women 
and development pursuant to the United Nations Decade for Women. Instead of 
launching a separate WHD programme, the Regional Office has formulated stra- 
tegies for 1982-85 to promote the role of women in health and development 


