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5.4 Bilateral and Other Agencies 

The Regional Office continued its close cooperation with a number of 
bilateral and other agencies operating in the Region in the health and 
related sectors. 

The Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA) has been support- 
ing the P. falciparum Containment Programme in India, in addition to a 
number of projects in other countries. SIDA is assisting with a steriliza- 
tion project in Bangladesh. The German Agency for Technical Cooperation has 
been providing funds for an inter-country project and a country project in 
Indonesia in the field of water supply. Other major agencies or governments 
that have been active in supporting WHO efforts with funds are: the Canadian 
International Development Agency (CIDA), the Danish International Develop- 
ment Agency (DANIDA), the Norwegian Agency for International Development, 
and the Government of the Netherlands. Some of them have also been providing 
funds through other United Nations agencies such as UNFPA and UNDP for 
projects in the health field. 

The areas of assistance ranged from malaria, as mentioned earlier, 
to prevention of blindness, family health, vector and vector-borne diseases 
control, leprosy, and water supply and sewerage. 

5.5 Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOS) 

Apart from usual cooperation with local, national and international 
non-governmental organizations, concerted efforts have been made to orient 
the Regional Office's relationship with NGOs to mobilize additional 
resources for primary health care at the country level. For this purpose, 
governments have been approached with the suggestion to develop appropriate 
collaborative and coordinating mechanisms to ensure adequate orientation of 
NGOs' resources towards national PHC programmes. The strategies formulated 
for the above purpose are: (1) to establish a technical focal point in the 
ministry of health, and ( 2 )  to analyse the relevance of various NGOs' 
programmes or national strategies for PHC and eventually to organize a 
country-level meeting to promote NGOs' interests and resources for the 
furtherance of PHC programmes. 

With the support of Headquarters, the Regional Office has promoted 
implementation of the above strategies in Sri Lanka and Thailand. An insti- 
tute has been identified in Sri Lanka for the preparation of a document 
analysing the NGOs' current programmes in relation to primary health care 
and the possibility of further orientation of such programmes. An official 
in the Ministry of Public Health in Thailand will be undertaking a similar 
exercise. 

6. PUBLIC INFORMATION 

Information activities during the year under review continued to be 
broad-based, with the thrust on generating and providing information 
material to those who could, in turn, help in its widest dissemination, 
particularly in the regional languages. 

In an effort to reach communicators, especially those who would be 
entering the profession, whether in the areas of radio, television or the 
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press, a list of institutes of mass communication in the Region was 
compiled. This would serve the twin purpose of making available to these 
institutes, and through them, the students, material related to health 
development in general, and also to stress upon the communicators the need 
to use the media effectively to help the community to alter life-styles 
appropriately where necessary, leading to better health and improvement of 
the quality of life. 

The response to the "HFA 2000" Newsletter continued to be positive 
and attempts were being made to improve its lay-out and expand its contents 
in keeping with activities in the Member countries. 

Main activities during the year were as follows: 

Regional Committee: The thirty-fourth session of the Regional 
Committee held in Bali, Indonesia, and the first meeting of the Health 
Ministers of the South-East Asj.a Region which was opened by President 
Suharto in Jakarta following the Regional Committee session, received very 
wide media coverage. These occasions were highlighted by the Regional 
Director at a press conference held later in New Delhi and were extensively 
covered by the media, underscoring the universal goal of health for all and 
the steps being taken by the countries, in collaboration with WHO, to 
achieve it. 

World Health Day: The World Health Day theme, "Add Life to Years", 
evoked widespread interest, with the media in the countries mounting special 
radio and television programmes, and many magazines featuring cover stories 
concerning the elderly. The Regional Director recorded a statement for All 
India Radio which was broadcast in its General Overseas Services and beamed 
to some countries in the Region. A special programme was telecast by the 
Indian Satellite Television on the World Health Day theme, including a 
statement by the Regional Director. At a well-attended press conference in 
the Regional Office the Regional Director explained the significance of the 
theme. 

Taped interviews on the theme for use in radio programmes were put 
together and distributed worldwide by Radio World Health, Geneva. As in 
previous years, over 9000 sets of information material containing articles, 
photographs and wall-charts were distributed to the mass media, health 
education units, voluntary agencies and government departments in the 
Region. A limited number of posters received from Headquarters and stickers 
developed by the Public Information Unit were also distributed. 

In addition to the programmes arranged by the health departments in 
various countries, several social welfare organizations and associations 
observed World Health Day, in collaboration with municipal and local health 
authorities. On this occasion, exhibitions were mounted and lectures, 
workshops and symposia organized where the significance of the Day and the 
theme was highlighted. 

World Health: The magazine carried several articles related to 
health development activities in the Region. Notable among these were the 
articles on prevention of blindness, rehabilitation, and the elderly. The 
WHO Chronicle also carried contributions from the Unit on significant 
activities in the Region. 
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Group Educational Activities: Support was provided to various 
technical units in connexion with group educational activities and press 
releases prepared for some. The media showed particular interest in tbpics 
such as snakebite management, liver diseases and deafness among children. 

Cooperation with Information Centres of the United Nations and Other 
Agencies: Collaboration continued with the United Nations ~nformation 
Centre, New Delhi, in regard to their Weekly Newsletter, which is distri- 
buted to the media and a large number of non-governmental organizations. As 
in the past, there was close collaboration with UNICEF in the dissemination 
of information. 

Photographs and Films: The Regional Office photo library continued 
to provide service to a large number of publications. Efforts were made to 
supply some publications with photographs which could be used for health- 
development related stories. 

While the film on primary health care in Thailand could not be 
released on account of technical delays, attempts were made to provide the 
existing films on loan to as many institutions as possible. 

Visitors: Apart from the inquiries received from the media, which 
were promptly answered, the Regional Office received an increasing number 
of visitors, including students (nursing and medical), social workers and 
others interested in knowing more about the Organization and its work. In 
addition, a large number of requests on the work of WHO were received in 
the mail and responded to. 


