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8. REPORTS, TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS, DOCUMENTS 
AND REFERENCE SERVICES 

In the Regional Office, the work on reports and editing, on the 
collation and distribution of technical information, a s  well a s  on reference 
services, ccnference documentation services and sales of WHO and SEARO 
publications, has continued. 

The year was marked mainly by the large increase in the number of 
reports to be produced (and a corresponding increase in the needs for 
editing and distribution), the issue of several R e g i d  Office publications 
and technical circulars, a wide circulatix of ccnference documents and 
sales promotion material, and some special assistance given by the Library. 

Reports 

In the period under review, 98 assignment reports, 3 final reports, 
15 field visit reports of Regional Office staff and 5 0  mirrcellaneous reports 
were edited and distributed - a much larger number than in any previous 
year. The list of reports issued by the Regional Office during the period 
under review is annexed to this report (see Annex 7). 

The revised reporting instructions issued by WHO Headquarters were 
sMied and commented upon, with a view to implementing them in the Region 
to tbe extent possible, and an agreed text of a revisim of the SEARO Handbook 
was under preparation. 

Preparation and Distribution of Documents and Publications 

The final report and minutes of the twentieth session of the Regional 
Committee were issued under separate cover, a s  were the conclusions 
arising cut of the technical discussions on the subject of "Maternal and child 
health, with particular reference to integration into tho general health 
services", with some of the background documents. The "Handbook of 
Resolutims and Decisions of the Regional Committee" was brought up to 
date. Documents for the twenty-first session of the Regional Committee were 
edited, processed for production and distributed. 

The publication, "WHO: Twenty Years in South-East Asiaf1, submitted 
in draft form to the Regional Committee, was printed and brought out in a 
h d  form in January 1968, and has since been widely distributd. 

Working papers for the following seminars and meetings were edited, 
processed and distributed: (a) Regional Seminar on Health Statistics; 
(b) Seminar on Goitre Control, and (a) Inter-country Workshop on the 
Methodology of Planning, Implementation and Evaluation of Health Education. 
Documentation and reference assistance was 3 part 3f th~? servicco f ~ r  
meetings and also for the Regional Seminar on Food-Borne Diseases and 
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Intoxications and Food Hygiene Practices, the Inter-regional Seminar on Water 
Pollution Control, the Seminar on Dental Health, the Regional Conference on 
the Place of Psychiatry in Medical Education, and the Conference on Training 
and Utilization of Auxiliary Sanitation Personnel. 

Of the material produced in the Regional Office, the following received 
especially wide distribution: reports on some of the above seminars, etc. ; 
report on an assessment of the National Smallpox Eradication Programme, India; 
a special number of Research News in which the Organization's research pro- 
grammes in the South-East Asia Region from 1946 to 1966 have been described, 
and three technical circulars - one (No. TC/TB/HE/2) on direct BCG protection 
against tuberculosis, and two (TC/CD/l and 2) on dengue haemorrhagic fever, 
one on criteria for diagnosis, and the other instructions for surveillance. 

Besides the above, the following were among the documents received from 
WHO Headquarters which were widely distributed: (i) two reprints from Paediatrics 
on the teaching and future of this subject; (ii) a document entitled Tiecent 
information on salmonelloses in selected countries in Europett; (iii) a brochure, 
"The world needs nursestt; (iv) an article entitled "Sodium nitroprusside test for 
the detection of isoniazid and acetylisoniazid in urine" (reprinted from Tubercle); 
(v) Health Education Monograph No. 23 (issued by SOPHE, 1967); (vi) a reprint, 
"Epidemiology and the public health laboratory", by A.S. Evans; (vii) a booklet 
containing the report of the Conference on Nutrition Education in Schsols of 
Medicine and Schools c~f Public Health in Latin America (brought out by USAID), 
and (viii) the English edition of "Selections from 196611, from the ~ o l e t h  de la 
Oficina Sanitaria Panamericana. 

sales and Sales Promotion 

In 1967, more than 11 419 copies of different WHO publications were sold 
on a retail basis, at a value of $5 106 (calculated at the 50% discount rate allowed 
to non-commercial purchasers). Also, subscriptions worth $6 883 (at the 
discount rate) were established. For the first  six months of the current yenr, 
a further $3 014 worth of books were sold in retail, while subscriptions to the 
value of $6 242 were registered. 

Reviews of the following WHO publications were prepared and given wide 
distribution; (1) Hindi version of the I1Notes for the Practising Midwifet1 (2 600 
copies of this publication had been sold by mid-July); (2) "Measurement of the 
Public Health Importance of Bilhamiasis": report of a VJHO Scientific Group 
(Technical Report Series No. 349); (3) "National Health Planning in Doveloping 
Countriestt: report of a WHO Expert Committee (Technical Rewrt  Series No. 350); 
(4) "Second Report of the WHO Expert Committee on Choleratr (Technical Report 
Series No. 352); (5) "The Use of Health Service Facilities in Medical Education": 
16th report of the WHO Expert Committee on Professional and 
Technical Education of Medical and Auxiliary Personnel (Technical Report 
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Series No, 355); (6) "Hospital Planning and Administration'! (Nwnomavh 
Series No. 54); (7) "A Guide for Staffing a Hospital Nursing Service" (Public 
Health Papers No. 31); (8) "Specifications for the Quality Control of 
Pharmaceutical Preparationst';(9) l'Histopathological Typing of Lung Cancer", 
and (10) "Methods of Radiochemical Analysis". 

Over a dozen annotated lists of WHO publications on individual 
subjects were prepared and distributed. Subjects covered were environmental 
health, nursing, nutrition, public health administration, maternal and child 
health, health education, epidemiology and vital statistics, hospital administra- 
tion and health laboratories, infectious diseases, and education and training. 
Also, a list of publications of interest to general medical practitioners was 
prepared and distributed. Displays of WHO publications were arranged for 
seven seminars, conferences and workshops held in New Delhi, including 
the annual meeting of the Mian  Medical Association. 

To scrve thc n o d s  ~f tl1c rcglsaal salco ,v3gramr~o, a 1967 supplcmcnt 
t3 thc C d s g u e  of WHO publications was compilucl and printed. 

The mailing lists for publicity material were enlarged, on the basis of 
a review of the files relating to the sale of WHO publications from 1955 to 
1965. 

In order to cut down the routine work of sending reminders every year, 
a suggestion was made to subscribers that they authorize the Regional Office 
to renew their subscriptions automatically. Most of them have conveyed 
their consent to this proposal. 

Library 

During the period under review, 1 016 new books and pamphlets and 
129 WHO publications were added to the Library, which now also regularly 
receives 229 current periodicals, 127 on subscription and others free or in 
exchange for WHO publications. 

The mimeographed publication Libmry News, containing a list of 
al l  publications received in the Library and a bibliography section giving 
references to special articles appearing in the periodicals received, was 
issued regularly, and 738 such references were listed during the year. 

The Library issued 1 410 publications on loan to the Regional Office 
and field staff, and provided about 3 000 pages of photocopies. Fkquests 
for reprints and other reference material from Regional Office and field 
staff continued to increase. 
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Lists of duplicate books and issues of periodicals available in the 
Library were sent to WHO Representatives' libraries, medical cplleges in 
the Region, etc., and, to meet requests which were subsequently received, 
over 2 550 such books and periodicals were provided to various libraries. 

In connection with an exhibition of cheap textbooks, organized by the 
British Council in New Delhi in November 1967, the governments of the 
Region were informed of the availability of these low-cost books. Several 
governments have evinced interest in the scheme, and the possibility of 
WHO'S providing such books aeins t  reimbursement in local currencies 
is being explored. 

To meet a request from the Government of Ceylon for assistance in 
the organization of the library services at  the Faculties of Medicine in Colombo 
and Pemdeniya, the Regional Office Librarian visited Ceylon from 20 May to 
1 June 1968, and made a study of the existing facilities. He has submitted 
plans for the further development of the two libraries. 


