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1. REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

The twentieth session of the Regional Committee was held in Ulan Bator, 
Mongolia, from 1 to 8 August 1967. It was attended by representatives of all 
the nine Member countries. Representatives of the United Nations and the 
United Nations Development Programme, UNICEF and the League of Red Cross 
Societies were also present, 

The session was inaugurated by the Deputy Chairman of the Council 
of Ministers of the Mongolian People's Republic, Mr D. Maidar. The Mongolian 
Minister of Public Health, Dr B. Demberel, also addressed the opening meeting. 

Dr (Mrs) D. Tumendelger, First Deputy Minister of Public Health, 
Mongolia, was elected Chairman,and Dr Y. R. Joshi, Director of Health 
Services, Nepal, Vice-Chairman. 

One of the important tasks before the Committee was to nominate a 
new Regional Director in place of Dr C. Mani, who, after almost twenty years 
of stewardship of the Regional Office for South-East Asia, was to retire a t  the 
end of February 1968. The Regional Committee recorded its high appreciation 
of the valuable services rendered by Dr Ivfani and nominated Dr V. T. Herat 
Gunaratne, Director of Health Services, Ceylon, to succeed him, requesting 
that this nomination be submitted to the Executive Board. 

The Committee reviewed the Regional Director's Nineteenth Annual 
Report on WHO activities in the Region covering the period 1 August 1966 - 
1 July 1967 and also the draft of a separate volume giving a comprehensive 
review of WHO'S experience in the Region during the past twenty years. 

The Committee agreed that, while special action against: the prevailing 
communicable diseases was still necessary, disproportionate sums should not 
be spent on mass campaigns a t  the expense of the urgently needed development 
of basic health services. The Committee devoted special attention to malaria, 
smallpax and tuberculosis. It also viewed with concern the deficiency in 
coverage of infants and pre-school children in the immunization programmes 
against preventable communicable diseases, and urged that basic health 
services should be developed so :,s t3 bc! ab:c to carry out routine immunizati3n 
programmes against these diseases. 

The great need for further ctrengthcning epidemisl3gical 'uld health 
laboratory services of the Region and for improving and increasing local 
production of vaccines was stressed. 

Other subjects considered during the discussion of the report were the 
WHGsponsored research activities in filariasis and zoonoses, the current 
operational studies on the functions and workload of various categories of nursing 
personnel, the continuing shortage of nurses, deficiencies in nursing services 
and in the physical facilities in hospitals, and the need for providing leadership 
training in public health administration. 
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The Committee also discussed the family planning programmes adopted 
by several governments in the Region and noted that advisory services in this 
field were now available from WHO, provided that the programmes formed an 
integral part of maternal and child health and general health services. It 
welcomed the emphasis being placed on the training of health perscmel. 

The Committee approved, for transmission to the Director-General, 
the proposed Regional Programme and Budget Estimates for 1969 involving 
an expenditure of about $8.5 million, excluding the estimated cost of equipment 
and supplies to be provided by UNICEF. 

Technical discussions were held on the subject of "Maternal and child 
health services, with particular reference to integration into the general health 
services". It was generally agreed that although maternal and child health 
services should be planned and operated within the framework of the general 
health services, the protection and promotion of this vulnerable group of the 
community, constituting about two-thirds of the total population of the Region, 
should be given high priority and regarded a s  the central aim of the community 
health services. Useful recommendations resulted from these discussicas. 

A k r  considering plans for the celebration of the Twentieth Anniversary 
of WHO, the Committee decided that the technical discussions a t  its next session, 
in 1 9 6 8 , s h d  take the form of a special seminar on national health planning 
and, further, asked the Regional Director to set aside the first day of that 
session a s  a l'Commemorative Day" to mark the occnsion. India and Indonesia 
were nominated a s  the countries from South-East Asia to speak on behalf of 
the Region at the commemomtive meeting to be held in 1968 at the Twenty-first 
World Health Assembly; the Committee also invited Member States of the Region 
t3 arrange f3r special messages t3 be sent by their Hods  of State. 

It was confirmed that the twenty-first session of the Committee would 
be held in New Delhi in September 1968. The Committee accepted with apprecia- 
tion an invitation from the Govenunsnt of Nepal to hold the twenty-second session 
in Kathmandu in September 1969. 


