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3, PROCUREMENT OF SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT 

Increasing numbers of procurement requests were received from WHO- 
assisted projects in the Region. During the period under review, supplies and 
equipment worth US $1 198 305, covering 6 119 items, were procured. These 
included laboratory equipment and chemicals, drugs, vaccines, biologicals, 
teaching equipment, transport vehicles and& a few cases, limited supplies 
of office equipment and stationery. In addition, a total of 2 992 medical books 
and periodicals, costing 345 656, was supplied. Supplies were also procured 
on behalf of certain research institutions out of the WHO grants to t h x e  
institutions. 

The Revolving Fud instituted by WHO for the procurement of teaching 
and laboratory equipment was increasingly popular with the countries of the 
Region. Thirty-six new requests were received, out of which sfxben were 
processed; lhe others were pending because of non-receipt ofthe advance 
deposits from the instituti~ns cancerned. 

Freeze-dried smallpox vaccine domted by Member Govenunents to the 
WHO Vaccine Bank was distributed a s  follows: 698 000 doses to Afghanistan. 
1 500 000 doses to Burma, 1 000 000 doses to Indonesia, and 600 000 
doses to Nepal. Assistance was also given in air-freighting 704 000 doses 
to Nepal out of the UNICEF-supplied vaccine stored in Mia.  

In addition, assistance was given in despatching two million doses of 
cholera vaccine (donated by several governments) to Afghanistan, and 75 000 
doses of anti-leptospira vaccine (donated by the Government of Canada) to 
Ceylon. 
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Vaccines supplied by WHO were: (1) 5 000 doses of anti-plague vaccine 
(as well a s  2 575 kg. of DDT) to Indonesia; (2) 6 000 cc. of TAB vaccine to 
the Maldive Islands, and (3) 1 000 doses of antl~plague vaccine (as well a s  
100 mice for experimental purposes) to Nepal. 

To assist the malaria eradication programmes in Ceylon and India, 
WHO, a s  a special case, supplied 50 tons of 50% BHC (gammexane), 5 0  000 
tablets each of chloroquine and prirnaquine to Ceylon, and 902 000 lbs. of 
75% DDT to India. Assistance was also given to Ceylon in obtaining 112.5 tons 
of 50% DDT on loan from India. 

To assist the Government of Burma in its relief measures in the 
cyclone-hit areas of the country, WHO provided medical supplies and drugs 
on a reimbursable basis. 


