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8.16 Radiation 

The anslysesef the data collected by a WHO team for studies in human 
population genetics in areas.of high natural background radiation in Ceylon and 
in India have been forwarded to the respective governments. Chronic natural 
irradiation is high enough in certain places to justify cytogenic and other 
research activities which are  likely to yield useful information. 

8.17 Cancer 

An International Reference Centre for the histopathology of oropharyngeal 
tumours has been established in the S. N. Medical College, Agra (India), to which 
a grant was made from the WHO Medical Research Fund, A WHO epidemiologist 
has been carrying out epidemiological surveys in India and in Ceylon. A pilot 
project for the assessment of the degree of prevalence of oropharyngeal tumours 
has been started in Mainpuri District of Uttar Pradesh (India). 

9. TECHNICAL PUBLICATIONS. DOCUMENTS AND REFERENCE SERVICES 

The Regional Office continued to distribute various WHO publications. 
documents and other technical information material, The scheme introduced 
by the Regional Office for taking over the sales of priced WHO publications has 
now completed its first year, and the results are  encouraging. Many more 
books and pamphlets were added to the Library in the course of the year. These 
and other developments a r e  described below. 

9.1 Preparation and Distribution of Documents 

In view of the large demand, the following reports issued by the Regional 
Office were printed and widely distributed: (1) Report on the FAO/UNICEF/WHO 
Nutrition Seminar for South and East Asia, held in Hyderabad in October 1962; 
(2) Report on the Inter-country Seminar on Protein Malnutrition in Children, 
also held in Hyderabad in January 1963; (3) Assignment Report of Mr D.R. E. Ernborg, 
Engineeqon Improvement of X-ray Services in India. 

Other important documents brought out and distributed were: (1) the 
Report on the Regional Seminar on Health Statistics (Hospital Statistics), held 
in Bangkdr in December 1962; (2) two further numbers of the Medical Education 
Bulletin; (3) Research News (No. I ) ,  and (4) two further issues of the Technical 
Circular on Health Education (TC/HE/13 and 14). 
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The final report and minutes of the sixteenth session of the Regional 
Committee and the conclusions and recommendations arising from the technical 
discussions on the subject of "Case-finding and Domiciliary Treatment in 
Tuberculosis Control", held during that session,were issued and distributed. 

Various documents relating to helqinthology, malaria, community 
water Apply, etc. ,and the WHO publication entitled "Terminology of Malaria 
and Malaria Eradication" were distributed to health workers in the Region. 
Bulk distribution was made of the document "Practical Entomology in Malaria 
Eradication1'. A document issued by the European Regional Office on the 
technical discussions on "The Organization of Resuscitation and Casualty 
Services" was also distributed. Copies of the quarterly publicittion "Environ- 
mental Health", issued by the Central Public Health Engineering Research 
Institute, Nagpur (India), and several numbers of the Government of India 
publication "National Malaria Eradication News" were distributed both within 
and outside the Region. 

About 300 copies of the second (revised) edition of the Manual of 
Paediatrics for South East Asia, by Dr P. Robinson, were supplied to those 
who had received the first edition. 

Altogether, 61 assignment and final reports of WHO project staff, 13 
field visit reports by technical advisers of the Regional Office, and 22 
miscellaneous reports were edited and distributed (see Annex 8). 

Documentation services were provided for the "Meeting of Investigators 
on the Epidemiology and Pathology of Oropharyngeal Tunours", held in the 
R e g i o ~ l  Office. 

The documents stored in the Regional Office were re-arranged,and 
a system was worked out to enable staff members to take out for themselves 
the documents which they require. 

9.2 Sales and Sales Promotion 

Intensive efforts were made to make the concessional rates at which 
-WHO publications are offered throughDut thc Region more widely kn~wn to health 
workerfi. About UVO order= were handled.for d e s  of single copies and 
subscriptions. Though this was only a 25% increase over the corresponding 
figure for 1962, the value of sales during 1963 was much higher. Subscriptions 
to publications amounting to $9 220 and orders for single publications costing 
$3 200 were complied with. These amounts represent the concessional rates 
allowed on WHO publications. 
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A s  a part of the sales promotion programme, WHO publications were 
displayed on several occasions, a t  national and international meetings (see 
Part  II, Chapter 5). The Editor of the Journal of the India Medical Association 
kindly agreed to distribute 25 000 copies of a leaflet relating to the sale of 
WHO publications a t  concessional rates with the issue of the journal in 
February 1964. More than a dozen new publications were reviewed, and annotated 
lists of over fifty publications prepared. 

Students in medical colleges, research workers in post-graduate medical 
institutions and private practitioners have shown interest in WHO publications. 
The reviews of several, for example the monograph on Milk Hygiene, have evoked 
considerable response. This monograph is now being used a s  a textbook by 
students of veterinary sciences in some places. 

9.3 Library 

During the year 882 new books and pamphlets and 119 WHO publications 
were added to the Library and 100 subscriptions taken out. In addition, 
arrangements were made to obtain from the Headquarters Library current 
periodicals after they had been circulated to the staff in Geneva. The Iibrary 
is now regularly getting 206 journals, including those received free o r  in 
exchange for WHO publications. 

Library News continues to be issued once a month, listing all publica- 
tions received and also giving in the Bibliography Section, references to 
articles of WHO interest. Altogether, 1 710 books were issued on loan and 
many photocopies and reprints of articles supplied to staff members. 

As another step towards keeping the technical staff of the Regional 
Office aware of the latest developments in their specialties, arrangements 
were made to supply them every month with Current Literature Cards in 
subjects of their interest. These cards, prepared by WHO Headquarters, 
contain bibliographic information on articles published in about 2 000 
periodicals regularly received in the Headquarters Library. 

A standard list of reference books for the libraries of WHO Represen- 
tatives was prepared by the Librnry Committee in order to bring these libraries 
up to date, and the books selected were supplied. 

Close co-operation has been maintained with the Headquarters Library 
whose help has been very valuable. 


