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Distinguished participants, colleagues, ladies and gentlemen,  

 

  I am pleased to welcome you all to the Regional Consultation on Measles. First, I 

would like to thank all participants for sparing their valuable time to attend the consultation.  

 

  During this consultation, we will review the progress in measles control in the 

Region; we will examine the challenges in achieving the goal of measles mortality reduction 

by 2010, and we will explore the feasibility of achieving a goal of measles elimination. If we 

agree that such elimination goal is desirable and feasible in the Region, we will outline a 

roadmap towards this goal.  

 

Colleagues, 

  Despite the progress made by countries in controlling measles, our Region still 

accounts for the largest burden of measles cases and deaths. Measles killed an estimated 

136 000 children in the South-East Asia Region in 2007. This number accounts for 69% of 
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the global measles deaths in that year. This was despite an increase in the routine measles 

immunization coverage from 61% in 2000 to 73% in 2007.  

   

  This situation should not be very surprising when we look at the reality. The SEA 

Region is home to about 28% of the world population, or about 1.7 billion. The fertility rate 

in the Region is high. Each year, there are about 40 million children born in this Region 

against 98 million in the rest of the world put together. 

 

  However, we are always aware that the current global goal for measles control is 

mortality reduction by 90% by the year 2010 in comparison to year 2000 estimate. And we 

appreciate that from the successful progress in their efforts to eliminate measles in certain 

Regions of WHO, there has been an increasing interest in exploring the feasibility of setting 

a global goal for measles elimination.  

 

  Measles elimination is technically and managerially feasible. Since we are familiar 

with the globally recommended strategies for measles mortality reduction, this can help us 

greatly in achieving the elimination goal. To achieve measles mortality reduction or 

measles elimination we need to sustain a high level of measles immunization coverage 

through routine immunization. 

 

 In considering a goal for measles elimination, there may be certain issues requiring 

particular attention: injection safety and adverse events after immunization; adequacy of 

funds for long-term sustainability; a rather complex logistics and management in the 
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implementation process; and size of the entire population and the target population, 

especially for the South-East Asia Region, which is greater than other regions of WHO. 

 

  The South-East Asia Region as a whole, therefore, has much more work to do, and 

requires more resources in tackling health problems including measles. However, with 

careful consideration and sound strategic planning, countries of the SEA Region will be 

able to eliminate measles, as it can be done in the other parts of the world.  

 

  To succeed, we need strong political commitment along with a technically sound 

strategy at the country level. The WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia will hold 

its annual Session next month in Nepal. The Committee will deliberate upon the issues 

relating to measles, including measles elimination. This consultation can help provide 

strategic inputs for the deliberations and decision of the Regional Committee on the various 

issues involved. 

 

  With these words, Colleagues, I wish this consultation all the best and a successful 

outcome. And I wish all of you an enjoyable stay in New Delhi. 

 

 Thank you. 

  


