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Honourable Advisers; Colleagues; Ladies and gentlemen: 

 

• I warmly welcome you all to the meeting of Advisory Committee. 

 

• Purpose of the meeting is to review in depth and in detail the technical 

matters to be discussed at the Sixty-first Session of the WHO Regional 

Committee for South-East Asia. 

 

• The Sixty-first Session of the Regional Committee will take place between 9 

and 11 September this year in New Delhi. 

 

• Looking at the provisional agenda of the Sixty-first session of the Regional 

Committee, there are so many important technical issues or subjects to be 

discussed. 

 

• Several of these issues or subjects had been proposed by some Member 

States in the Region. 

 

• The Sixty-first Regional Committee will have very limited time, a little more 

than two days, to deliberate upon all technical items on its agenda. 
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• Therefore, this meeting of Advisory Committee is convened in order to go 

through all those technical agenda items in depth and in detail. 

 

• Outcome from deliberations of the Advisory Committee will then be submitted 

to the Regional Committee, item by item, for its consideration and decision. 

 

• This meeting of Advisory Committee is, therefore, critically important indeed 

in ensuring successful completion of the agenda of the Regional Committee. 

 

• The agenda for deliberations by Advisory Committee is prepared on the basis 

of technical items on the provisional agenda of the Sixty-first Session of the 

Regional Committee. 

 

• And the Advisory Committee will review and discuss the working papers that 

are prepared for the Regional Committee. 

 

• After this meeting, these working papers will be revised, incorporating the 

inputs from the Advisory Committee. 

 

• After my opening remarks; Coordinator, Programme Planning and 

Coordination, Dr Mark Brooks, will briefly explain the agenda, programme 

and proceedings of this meeting of the Advisory Committee. 

 

• I sincerely thank you all for sparing your valuable time to attend this meeting. 

 

• I must add that output from the deliberations of Advisory Committee will 

greatly contribute to the efficient process; and to the quality of the final 

outcome of the Sixty-first Session of the Regional Committee. 

 

• I am certain that many of the advisors who are today will also join their 

respective country delegations to the Sixty-first Session of the Regional 

Committee. 
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• This continuity in following up of the technical matters will undoubtedly add to 

the value of the products of this meeting when they are presented to the 

Regional Committee. 

 

• I hope this continuity in the country delegations to the Sixty-first Session of 

the Regional Committee would be realized. 

 

• First and foremost now is for all of us to ensure excellent products from this 

meeting. 

 

• We will have a drafting group backed up by WHO Secretariat to ensure 

quality of what will come out from the meeting. 

 

• All Members of the WHO Secretariat are at the disposal of the honourable 

advisors, in facilitating their interventions during the course of the meeting, 

and in ensuring convenience and comfort during their stay in New Delhi. 

 

• I wish this meeting of Advisory Committee all the best and all success. 

 

• And I wish all of you an enjoyable stay in New Delhi. 

 

• Thank you. 

 


