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- Your Excel lency, Shri  Pranab Mukherjee, Honourable Minister of 

External Affairs, the Government of India;  

 

- Your Excel lency, Dr Anbumani Ramadoss, Honourable Minister of 

Health and Family Welfare, the Government of India; 

 

- Your Excel lency, Shrimati  Panabaka Lakshmi, Honourable Minister of 

State for Health and Family Welfare, the Government of India; 

 

- Dr Margaret Chan, Honourable Director-General,  World Health 

Organization; 

 

- Dist inguished Country Representatives; 

 

- Honourable Guests; 

 

- Ladies and gentlemen; 

-----------  
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I t  is indeed my privi lege to welcome you al l  to the joint inauguration of 

the 26t h meeting of Health Ministers of Countr ies in WHO SEAR; and the 61s t  

session of the WHO Regional Committee for South-East Asia. 

At the outset,  I  would l ike to grateful ly thank the Government of India 

for kindly host ing the 26t h meeting of the Health Ministers. I  s incerely thank 

His Excel lency Shri  Pranab Mukherjee, Minister of External Affairs, the 

Government of India, for graciously accepting to inaugurate this joint 

opening. Also, I  would l ike to thank the Honourable Health Ministers and the 

Dist inguished Country Representat ives for sparing their valuable t ime to 

come,  in spite of their busy schedules at home. 

These two meetings are most important annual events of WHO in 

South-East Asia. I t  is t ime for stocktaking of health development activi t ies in 

the Region, part icularly those under the Member States and WHO 

col laboration. During the past year, the Member States continued to make 

steady progress in their  health development efforts. Yet,  certain formidable 

challenges st i l l  remain, such as pol io eradicat ion and control  of Avian 

Inf luenza. At the same t ime, the Member States are facing emerging 

challenges, such as health impact of cl imate change, which is daunting 

indeed.  

During the course of these meetings, the Honourable Ministers wi l l  

also review their progresses towards health and health related MDGs. They 

wi l l  provide pol icy direct ion to ensure t imely achievements of these goals in 

their  individual countries by 2015. The attainment of these goals and of 

other health development targets need robust health systems based on 

primary health care.  

In this connection, we must congratulate the Government of India, in 

implementing the National Rural Health Mission. To repeat what the 

Honourable Minister of Health and Family Welfare has just said, the Mission 

that is working towards a ful ly functional, community-owned and 

decentral ized health system, with mult isectoral convergence; the mission 

that has brought about amazingly the posit ive changes in the del ivery of  

publ ic health services, especial ly at community level in rural areas. The 

presence of more than 540,000 ASHAs, a type of volunteers, under this 

scheme, in the rural vi l lages in India is real ly unprecedented. These ASHAs 

have signif icantly contributed to the improved ut i l ization of rural health 

 



3 

services. I  hope that during the course of these meetings, the Honourable 

Ministers and Dist inguished Representat ives would have opportunity to learn 

more about the National Rural Health Mission of India. 

The year 2008 marks the 30t h anniversary of Alma Ata Declaration on 

Primary Health Care. During the past 30 years, Primary Health Care had 

served as the key to the social  goal of health for al l .  PHC had remarkably 

contributed to the posit ive changes in the management of national health 

systems; and in the health status of peoples around the world.  

The South-East Asia Regional Conference on Revital iz ing Primary 

Health Care was just held last month. The Conference reviewed success 

stor ies of PHC in the Region, and chalked out strategic direction to ensure 

continued relevance and effectiveness of PHC. 

PHC is considered to be the principal tool for publ ic health 

interventions that can contribute effectively to reaching the unreached; 

which is a prerequisi te of equity and social  just ice in health. PHC is the 

entry point for practical appl icat ion of social  and economic determinants of 

health to ensure the reduction of inequit ies in health. PHC is the basis for 

strengthening nat ional health systems for effective intervent ions against the 

double burden of diseases; communicable and noncommunicable. And PHC 

is the main process for education and empowerment of al l  peoples in order 

for them to get ful ly involved in health development at various levels. For 

PHC to be effect ive, i ts design for implementat ion has to be both 

development and service orientated. Countr ies in South-East Asia Region 

had been among the pioneers that had successful ly developed and 

implemented PHC approach, even before the Alma Ata Declaration. Member 

States and WHO wil l  work together to ensure that PHC continue to be a key 

strategic thrust in health development in South-East Asia Region. 

As always, WHO on i ts part wi l l  leave no stone unturned in support ing 

Member States in their  efforts towards sustainable development for health 

for al l  their  people. Certainly, the bond of col laborat ion between Member 

States and WHO wil l  be further cherished in the years to come. WHO wil l  

cont inue working closely and harmoniously with other internat ional 

organizat ions in ensuring the sychronized support to Member States. 
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With these words, ladies and gentlemen,  I  f inal ly wish Honourable 

Ministers and Dist inguished Representat ives al l  the best and al l  success in 

their del iberations during the course of these meetings. Thank you. 

  

 


