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Col leagues and fr iends, 

We gather here today to bid farewell to the year 2005, and to 

welcome the year 2006. 

2005 was the year of unprecedented events in terms of the 

health and well-being of people in the South -East Asia Region.  The 

year-end earthquake and Tsunami in the Indian Ocean, affected six 

countries in the Region.  A strong earthquake devastated Kashmir in 

India in October.  Large -scale mon soon rains heavily f looded several 

parts of  India,  and the Southern region of  Thai land. 

Avian influenza in poultry and in man, and the resurgence of 

pol io added to the already grave health concerns in the Region. 

When these catastrophes in health occur, th e Member States at 

once turn to WHO for help.  WHO was founded to help countries solve 

health problems.  We are the machinery of WHO.  We are here to do 

WHO work in helping the countr ies. 
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I  am proud to say that al l  of us have done WHO’s work in the 

Region successful ly.  We, along with our partners, have successful ly 

helped our countries overcome the health crises during 2005.  The 

countr ies appreciated our work and thanked us for what we were able 

to do for them. 

Yet, when we have to do a lot of work, especial ly the dif f icult  

tasks, we make mistakes, and get blamed.  We have to accept such 

blame, and learn from our experience to do better in future. 

The year 2005 posed a lot of challenges.  Now 2005 is ending 

and 2006 is beginning; this is only a matter of t ime continuum, and 

may have noth ing to do wi th our  work. 

The challenges wil l  remain with us, and there wil l  be more 

chal lenges to face in the years to come. 

We have to continue our efforts with unwavering and enhanced 

determination and commitment to face any chal lenges in  f ront  o f  us. 

On this occasion, let us resolve to intensify the momentum of 

our work and to provide more effective support to the countries in 

2006.  Let us keep in mind that the health and well -being of people in 

the Region and in the ent i re world is our happiness. 

Al l  of us at SEARO should str ive to strengthen and improve the 

work of  WHO and to str ive for a heal thier South -East  Asia. 
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Finally, let me thank all of you for your hard work during 2005.  

On my own behalf,  I  wish you al l  a very happy, healthy, peaceful and 

prosperous new year. 

Thank you. 

 

 


