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Dear Friends,    

We are meeting on this Day of Remembrance to honour those 

who lost their l ives, and for the mill ions affected by the Tsunami, a 

year ago. 

The health sector recovery in the affected countries is on track. 

What we need to ensure is to maintain the momentum in rehabil i tating 

and reconstruct ing health infrastructure in those countr ies.    

In the past year, the affected countr ies and WHO have learnt  

many lessons. We are now much better prepared to face such 

chal lenges in future. We have seen exceptional col laborat ive efforts in 

the six affected countr ies of the South -East Asia Region.  
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The scale of the disaster was unprecedented indeed. A very 

large number of people were e i ther dead, injured or rendered 

homeless. In the past, much smaller disasters had been fol lowed by 

disease outbreaks especial ly in temporary shelters of af fected 

populations. Projections based on these experiences had led the 

affected countries and WHO to prepare for the possibil i ty of such 

outbreaks. 

We worked with other partners to support the governments in 

taking urgent actions to avert this wor s t-case scenario. Thankful ly, a 

huge difference was made due to the actions, l ike  chlor inat ion of  

drinking water, taking steps for disease prevention, such as putt ing in 

place disease survei l lance systems, provisio n of insecticide- treated 

bednets , and immunizat ion of chi ldren against vaccine-preventable 

diseases. The  other act ions taken included: special care for pregnant 

women and chi ldren; and involving communit ies to deal with th e 

trauma faced by the survivors.  

The absence of any disease outbreak in th e affected countries is 

eloquent test imony to the effect iveness of various national and 

international ini t iat ives. WHO , a long with i ts partners , is  now working 

to strengthen national capacity in the health area in emergency 

preparedness.  Among the key fac tors in the preparedness is the need 

to take al l  precautions to prevent death, disease and disabi l i ty.   
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Another key area is the building of community capacity to better 

handle the emergencies themselves. Often, in the early hours 

fol lowing a disaster, i t  is only the community that can play a l i fe -

saving role. 

Friends, i t  is to note especially that the donor agencies 

responded generously to the f lash appeal made by WHO for health 

rel ief and recovery efforts.  Over 90 per cent o f funds received by 

WHO have been spent directly in helping the countries to reach the 

affected populations. To maintain eff iciency and transparency, WHO 

has led efforts in evaluating i ts own Tsunami operat ions.  Regular 

review missions from Regional O f f ice to affected countr ies have 

helped us in identi fying implementation deficiencies and shortfal ls. We 

also engaged outside institutions to evaluate our Tsunami projects.  

WHO has held several regional meetings, with  a  view to support ing 

countr ies in developing national preparedness and response p lans 

based on the lessons learnt.   

At a recent intercountry meeting in Bangkok, part icipants from 

the health sector sat with representatives from other sectors to draw 

their  mult isectoral  act ion plans. The meeting ident i f ied a number of 

benchmarks for coun tr ies to address in their  preparedness exercises.  
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These include, among others; a  legal framework and a 

mechanism for health emergen cy preparedness at al l  levels; 

emergency management plans for health sector which include;  

standard operating procedures; emergency resource al locat ion, and 

accountabil i ty procedures; r ules of engagement for external 

humanitarian actors; community plans for mit igation, preparedness 

and response; local capacity for emergency provision of es sent ia l  

services and supplies; h ealth faci l i t ies that withstand expected risks of 

disaster; and early warning and disease survei l lance systems for 

outbreak alert. 

We also learnt the vital importance of communications, and 

learnt the need for creating effective channels for the constant f low of  

information.  The media has played an extremely important role after 

the Tsunami. They have informed the publ ic about the scale of the 

disaster, and l isted the key challenges. They brought pictures of the 

devastation to every home, allowing people across the globe to share 

the suffer ings of mil l ions of people.  We very much appreciate this 

contribution by the media. We value the role of media persons in 

raising quest ions, and in demanding transparency and accountabi l i ty.    

To see how the media reported on the health issues, WHO had 

commissioned a study of media coverage during the f i rst three months 

after the Tsunami. The study noted that while the media focused more 

on the immediate emergency rel ief measures, not many reported on 

the potential long - term impact  on the heal th of  the survivors. 
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The study also showed that, in one country, the pol i t ical concern 

with health issues during the rehabi l i tat ion phase had set the agenda 

for the government’s  act ions.  This, in turn, engaged the media in that 

country m ore than elsewhere, and this resulted in a better coverage of 

health issues.   

I t  is only when there is no emergency that countries have t ime to 

prepare for the future. The best tr ibute to those who died in the 

tragedy would be to learn well the lessons ta ught by the experience.  

Only then can mankind learn not to repeat the same mistakes. 

 We rely on the med ia to keep raising these issues, and to 

ensure that al l  of us learn more, and are better prepared for the 

future. 

Thank you.   

 

 

 
 

 


