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DATE AND PLACE OF THE FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Under the terms of article 14 of the Constitution, the Health Assembly 

is required to select the country or region in which the next annual session 

is to be heldj the Executive Board subsequently fixing the place. 

The decision to hold the Third Assembly at Geneva corresponds to the 

general feeling that the Assembly should meet at the Headquarters of the 

Organization at least once every two years. This gitres delegations coming 

from all parts of the world the opportunity^ on the one hand of seeing for 

themselves the Headquarters where their decisions are put into effect, and 

on the other hand of taking advantage of the technical facilities offered 

by the Palais des Nations. 

During the Second Assembly Dr. Scheele, Surgeon-General of the United 

States and chief American delegate, extended an invitation in the name of 

his Government. In proposing that the fourth session be held in 

Washington, Dr0 Scheele reminded the Second Assembly that WHO came into 

being in the United States, that it would be five years old when the Fourth 

World Health Assembly convenes and that the American people need to see in 

their midst the living reality of this great Organization, which has been 

growing almost without their being aware of i t。 The American delegate 

added that the presence of the Assembly in the United States should arouse 

very keen interest in wider circles than is at present the case and that 

very fruitful exchange s of views would ensue。 

With reference to the date of the Fourth Assembly, the attention of 

the Board is drawn to the adranbages which would follow from convening the 

Assembly at approximately the same date every year; this would be in 

accordance with the desire to draw up, in collabcration with the other 

organizations, a coherent programme of conferences, and to assure to WHO 

all the necessary facilities, as regards both material arrangements and 

specialized personnel0 

With the above considerations in mind， it is proposed to convene the 

Fnurth World Health Assembly during the fii，st days of May 1951. 
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