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FEEER FLOW OF MEDICAL SUPPLIES 

In the field of medical supplies, WHO'S chief function is to 
assist governments in utilizing international economic machinery 
rather than to provide the supplies itself. In this connexion, the 
Second Health Assembly approved the programme evolved jointly .with 
the ECE with regard to UNRRA donated penicillin plants, and requested 
the Director-General to continue co-operation with the Secretariat 
of the ECE with a view to increasing the availability of other 
essential medical supplies . The Second Health Assembly also placed 
on record its view on the withholding of scientific or technical 
information on production of essential therapeutic and prophylactic 
drugs etc ？'. 

Although the action now being taken along the lines described 
above will contribute towards easing the shortages and unequal dis-
tribution of medical supplies, there still remain tariff and import 
and export restrictions hampering the free flow of medical supplies. 
In талу countries where there is no local production to fulfil their 
own requirements import restrictions and tariffs are imposed. 
Substantial price increases result. These are extra burdens for tta 
local consumer who can hardly afford medical care in the simplest 
sense. The amount of energy^ time and money that is required for 
the assessment and collection of such duties is indeed very considerable. 
If tariff and import and export restrictions were removed or eased5 
it would greatly facilitate the flow of medical supplies to places 
where they are needed. 

A document outlining action taken by ECOSOC and WHO to ease 
tariffs and import and export restrictions on insecticides is presented 
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to the Board for its information'''̂  

¥ith regard to other medical supplies and equipment the Executive 
Board may therefore wish to adopt the following resolutions 

The Executive. Board 

Considering that equitable‘distribution and adequate quantities 
of medical supplies are essential for improving the standard of 
health 

that in some countries considerable production facilities are 
available while other countries, especially those economically 
under-developed countries whore health standards are low and 
which are in need of medical supplies^ find it difficult to 
import them in the required quantities on account of tariffs and 
import and export restrictions. 

RECOMMENDS the adoption of the following resolution to the Health Assembly 

The Third World Health Assembly . 

REQUESTS the Director-General to draw the attention of the Economic 
and Social .Council at its next session to the serious consideration of 
the proposal that countries facilitate as much a$ possible the free flow 
into t.he countries where they are needed, of essential diagnostic, 
therapeutic, prophylactic^ teaching and research equipment and supplies, 
and raw materials and machinery for their production^ by measures which 
they deem appropriate with- regard to tariffs, import and export 
restrictions, . • 
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