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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like welcome you all to this regional training workshop on proposal 

development for the Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. I would like 

to extend my thanks to our colleagues from WHO headquarters for coming here to 

support us, as well as to the Global Fund Secretariat team whose presence is crucial to 

the success of the workshop. Also, I would like to express my appreciation for the 

support provided by the Global Fund and by the UNAIDS Regional Support Team and 

Country Coordination Officers.  

WHO recognizes the leading role of the national programme representatives in 

developing their country proposals according to their respective national strategic plans. 

It also recognizes the importance of the Global Fund as a major source for funding that 

your countries may already have benefited from or may benefit from to finance gaps in 

your national responses. WHO, being a major technical assistance partner, works in 

collaboration with other major partners such as UNAIDS and UNAIDS co-sponsors, the 

Stop-TB Partnership, the Roll Back Malaria Partnership, as well as others. As of Round 

6, this collaborative work between the countries, the technical partners and the Global 

Fund has resulted in making more than 300 million US dollars available to the countries 

of the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

 

 
 

 



The increased funding available through the Global Fund to the countries is 

resulting in an increasing need for technical assistance. The role of WHO and other 

technical partners in the implementation of the country-driven grants has been substantial 

in many countries. For this reason, the Global Fund encourages countries to involve their 

technical partners early on in the proposal development process and to plan with them how 

and when technical assistance will be provided and by whom. The Technical Review Panel 

of the Global Fund has appreciated proposals that have solid technical assistance plans. 

Last year, many of you have assisted with us at the training workshop on Round 

6 proposal development. The workshop gathered together the countries that intended to 

submit proposals, the Global Fund Secretariat team, WHO, UNAIDS and other technical 

partners.  This process indeed contributed to an increased rate of success of the proposals 

submitted by countries of our Region. We believe that investing in such training 

workshops will ultimately help in improving and scaling up your countries’ responses to 

HIV, tuberculosis and malaria.  

This year, the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean is replicating 

this successful experience in collaboration with the Global Fund and UNAIDS. This 

training workshop falls within the framework of our continuing support to the countries 

to mobilize and maintain the flow of Global Fund resources.  

With this workshop, we hope that we can contribute to the success of your 

proposals in the current round. The workshop will explain to you, with the help of the 

Global Fund secretariat team, the details of the proposal. The workshop will also contribute 

to increasing our capacities to respond to your needs for within-country technical assistance 

through training field staff from WHO, UNAIDS, national and regional consultants. 

Finally, I renew our commitment to supporting your countries in their responses 

and in mobilizing the resources to finance them. In coordination with UNAIDS/MENA, 

WHO/EMRO will continue providing you with further support as needed until your 

proposals are submitted on time. Beyond that, you can always count on our support 

throughout the grant cycle, as well as in all aspects of your health responses. 

I wish you a fruitful workshop and most of all, success in your proposals as well 

as a pleasant stay in Cairo. 


