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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the Regional Workshop on the Global Tobacco 

Control Report (GTCR). 

 

In 2006 the World Lung Foundation awarded a grant jointly to the WHO Tobacco-

Free Initiative and the International Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases 

(IUATLD) to produce a Global Tobacco Control Report. The project aims to produce an 

annual report on global tobacco control, showing country-by-country data on the main 

indicators related to tobacco control at national level, as well as cross-country/regional 

analysis. The report will be an official WHO publication and will be produced by the end of 

2007.  

 

It is expected that the report will expose the paucity of data in many Eastern 

Mediterranean Region countries, thus lending weight to the argument for better investment in 

the establishment of infrastructure on surveillance. The Global Tobacco Control Report will 

create an authoritative data source which will allow for robust comparisons across countries 

and over time, in order to promote the establishment of sustainable tobacco control data 

collection systems within countries. Overall this project aims to strengthen the Global 
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Information System on Tobacco Control (GISTOC), which is currently web based, as well as 

the regional related database, and also to amalgamate with existing databases, such as the 

World Health Survey, STEPS, or InfoBase, in addition to the Global Tobacco Surveillance 

System (GTSS) data (youth, health professionals and school professionals).  

 

The report will focus on assessing countries’ response in terms of taxes, complete 

smoking bans in key settings, complete advertising bans and FCTC-compliant health 

warnings. In addition, the Global Tobacco Control Report will assess some aspects of the 

treatment of tobacco dependence and programme infrastructure. I also hope that the Report 

will help to create a strong momentum based on clear objectives and will help set well-

defined policies. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Since the establishment of the Global Tobacco Surveillance System (GTSS) with its 

four main surveys, it has been well noted that countries are eager to have reliable and timely 

data that supports the national efforts in programming for tobacco control. We know that the 

Global Tobacco Control Report, once finalized, will complement the efforts that started with 

the GTSS. 

 

I hope that during this Workshop you will be able to address the obstacles that you are 

facing in completing the survey, discuss the sources of the data for the different sections of 

the survey and finalize the future steps in writing and analysing different country data. 

 

Let us hope that the outcome of the report, once finalized, will allow us to think 

strategically of methods and techniques that will help countries in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region to develop and redirect national tobacco control plans so as to include evidence-based 

activities aimed at saving lives from the health hazards of tobacco.  

 

Finally, I wish you all a fruitful workshop, and hope you have a pleasant stay in Cairo.  


