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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you today to the Global Tobacco Surveillance 

System Training.  

This training is being held jointly with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC), Atlanta. Our partnership goes back to 1998 when, together with other partners, we 

began working on the development and implementation of a Global Youth Tobacco Survey as 

part of a global tobacco control surveillance system. Now all Member States of the Eastern 

Mediterranean Region of WHO are covered by the survey and some are repeating it for the 

second and even the third time. 

The success of the GYTS led to the development of the Global Tobacco Surveillance 

System (GTSS), which now comprises three main surveys: the GYTS, the Global Health 

Professional Survey and the Global School Personnel Survey. The system provides reliable 

data on tobacco use for the first time in Member States of WHO, and also facilitates, through 

the regular repeat of the surveys, systematic global data collection in order to generate up-to-

date information related to tobacco use.  
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This is the seventh regional training on the GYTS. We hope that seven countries will start 

their repeat of the survey immediately after this training. The second round of the survey in 

these countries will provide us with comparative data to see how trends, knowledge, attitudes 

and implementation of legislation have changed over time, key indicators that are vital for the 

national planning of tobacco control. Six other countries will be analysing their GYTS data 

and looking into data that was collected under the Global Health Professional Survey. 

Let me briefly inform you of another important meeting that took place in August 2006 

with multisectoral representation from the 22 countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region. 

The meeting aimed at providing a common understanding between all units in the Ministries 

of Health that are involved, one way or another, in tobacco control on the tobacco-related 

facts that came out of the GTSS implementation during the past 5 years, in order to pave the 

way for integration of data into actions at the national level. The meeting came with a number 

of very important recommendations on the use of data and data-to-action steps. 

We see the two meetings, this one and the one held in August 2006 as complementing 

each other. Having said that, it is very important to realize that there is no value at all in the 

data that we are collecting if the results are not interpreted and translated into action at 

national level. Surveillance systems are not an end in themselves but a tool to bring about 

change. 

Finally, allow me to thank you all and to wish you a successful training and a pleasant 

stay in Cairo.  

 

 


