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Distinguished Guests, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
 It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the second meeting of the WHO/United 

Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) Project for countries of the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region supported by the Global Environmental Facility (GEF), here in Damascus, Syrian 

Arab Republic. The first meeting was held in Muscat, Oman in March 2006. Let me take this 

opportunity to sincerely thank His Excellency Dr Mohammed Maher Al Hossamy, Minister 

of Health, Syrian Arab Republic, for hosting this meeting in this beautiful country, and for 

honouring us with his presence here today. 

 
 As you are aware, countries of the Eastern Mediterranean Region carry a 

disproportionate share of the global burden of vector-borne diseases. In response, the 

governments of these countries are continuously under pressure to adapt and scale up 

appropriate vector control interventions, including alternatives to DDT, as part of the 

implementation of the integrated vector management (IVM) approach. This is the approach 

endorsed by the Member States at the 52nd Session of the Regional Committee for the 

Eastern Mediterranean. The Regional Office makes substantive efforts to strengthen 

coordination among all concerned sectors and levels of health services.  
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 As you know, countries are facing serious challenges in scaling up the use of 

alternatives as part of integrated vector management. Such challenges include countries’ 

inadequate technical and decision-making capacities to effectively design and apply 

alternatives, manage the sound use of pesticides, monitor the roles and responsibilities of 

other sectors and periodically evaluate the outcomes. As you know, WHO and UNEP have 

initiated joint activities that will help strengthen national capacities in vector control. One 

such activity is the joint project between WHO’s Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean and UNEP/GEF, titled “Demonstration of sustainable alternatives to DDT and 

strengthening of national vector control capabilities in the Middle East and North Africa.” 

Allow me, on behalf of the WHO Member States in the Eastern Mediterranean Region, to 

thank UNEP and GEF for their collaboration and contributions. 

 
Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 I would like to take this opportunity to clearly state the position of WHO Regional 

Office for the Eastern Mediterranean regarding the use of DDT for vector control. As a 

Region we have never deliberately phased out the use of DDT for vector control. In line with 

the overall policies of WHO, we have, however, restricted its use for indoor residual house 

spraying only in areas where susceptibility of the local vectors is assured. Additionally, the 

transport, use and disposal of DDT should be effected with the lowest possible risks to human 

health and the environment. This is the reason DDT has been in used in some countries of the 

Region until recently. Our position on DDT is fully compatible with the obligations of 

Member States under the Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants. We have 

always considered the Convention to maximize collaboration with our colleagues in UNEP 

towards reduced malaria and other vector-borne disease burdens and reduced harm to the 

environment. 

 
Dear Colleagues, 

 During the first regional meeting held in Muscat, Oman, March 2006, you reviewed 

the draft guidelines and tools for carrying out comprehensive national vector control needs 

assessment (VCNA). These documents were finalized and translated into French for French-

speaking countries by April 2006. This was followed by adaptation of the guidelines and tools 

at country level and the subsequent national vector control needs assessments. 
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 You are meeting here today to present those country reports, which will identify the 

needs, opportunities and constraints in implementing integrated vector control at country 

level. In addressing these challenges, each country will share with participants of this meeting 

their national IVM strategic plans and draft GEF proposals. It is my understanding that prior 

to this meeting, every country took the opportunity to also present the vector control needs 

assessment reports, IVM strategic plans and the GEF proposal to the national stakeholders for 

consensus and endorsement. 

 
Dear Colleagues, 

 We would like to thank UNEP and GEF for their commitment in allocating of 

US$650 000 for the development of the Full Size project. It is expected and hoped for that the 

Full Size project in our region will start after the current preparation period. The Full Size 

project is expected to last for 5 years starting in 2007 with an estimated total budget of 

between US$17 million – US$21 million. GEF co-funding will be requested for about 

US$ 8.5 million. It is my expectation that project countries in the Eastern Mediterranean 

Region will seize the opportunity to come up with project proposals of high quality to access 

this funding. We will work with those countries that have not yet ratified the Stockholm 

Convention to do so before the implementation of the Full Size project in 2007. 

 
Dear Colleagues, 

 Let me assure project countries of our commitment to providing technical support and 

leadership not only for this project but also in strengthening local capacity for vector control 

to enable a better matching and scaling up of alternative interventions. This approach will 

support reducing the reliance on DDT in particular and insecticides as a whole, while at the 

same time fostering sustainable reductions in vector-borne disease burdens.  

 
 Lastly, I wish you a pleasant stay and fruitful deliberations in Damascus and look 

forward to the outcome of this important meeting. 

  

 


