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Mr Chairman, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to the Sixteenth Meeting of the Regional 

Commission for Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication.  

 

I regret to announce that since your last meeting two members of the Commission,        

Dr Abdullahi Deria and Dr Redda Teklahaimont have resigned. I would like to take this 

opportunity to express my appreciation for their contribution to the work of the Commission and 

their dedication to the goal of eradicating polio from the Region. We are seeking replacements 

who, I hope, will join you in your next meeting. 

 

As expressed to you on previous occasions, the task of eradicating polio from the Region 

is still facing considerable challenges as we approach the final stages of polio eradication.  
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On a positive note, Sudan has been polio free for over a year now and I am pleased to 

note that the National Certification Committee has re-submitted their national document for your 

review at this meeting. Also, the epidemic in Yemen seems to have come to an end with the last 

case reported in early February this year. However, as you are well aware the situation in both 

these countries continues to be fragile, especially in view of the relatively low coverage with 

routine immunization and the ever present threat of importation. The outbreak in Somalia 

appears to be approaching its end as shown by the gradual decline in the number of cases of wild 

poliovirus, from 11 in January this year to only one case in the month of September 2006.  

 

On the other hand, we are facing an outbreak in Afghanistan where, to date, 28 cases 

have been reported. This outbreak started towards the end of 2005 and has been concentrated 

largely in the southern region where an immunity gap developed among young children as a 

result of the worsening security situation. It was beyond the ability of the vaccination teams to 

reach all the children in these areas and substantial pockets of children were under-immunized.  

 

The number of reported cases in Pakistan so far is at the same level for the same period 

last year. However, transmission this year has been concentrated in the tribal areas where 

children are being missed because of the worsening security situation there during the past year. 

You will be hearing in detail about the situation in these two countries, which have also 

submitted their provisional national documents for your review during this meeting. 

 

It is gratifying to note that in both Afghanistan and Pakistan, not only the health 

authorities but also the highest level of the national authorities, are taking active steps to 

overcome all the factors that have hindered programme implementation in the affected areas.  

 

Political commitment to polio eradication in the Region has never been as high as it is 

now and we are taking full advantage of this to overcome the challenge of stopping the 

transmission of wild poliovirus as rapidly as possible in Afghanistan, Pakistan and Somalia and 

to maintain the poliofree status in Sudan and Yemen, where re-infection has now been overcome. 
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Dear Colleagues 

 

I am pleased to inform you that, surveillance for AFP continues to be maintained at 

certification level and well above this level in the endemic and re-infected countries. The 

performance of the polio laboratory network continues to be highly commendable. As well, 

efforts for containment of wild poliovirus and potentially infectious material are progressing very 

well. Quality assessment reports from countries that have completed laboratory surveys are 

witness to this progress.  

 

In line with your recommendations, the ongoing coordination with the WHO Regional 

Office for Africa was further strengthened with the holding of the first meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Group for polio eradication in the Horn of Africa countries in mid August this year. 

During your deliberations you will undoubtedly have an opportunity to be informed of the 

conclusions and recommendations of that important meeting. 

 

I wish to take this opportunity to thank the co-sponsors of the programme who have 

continued to support the polio eradication initiative, and I would also like to pay tribute to the 

thousands of health workers and community volunteers who are engaged in the initiative and 

working at times and in places under most difficult and dangerous circumstances. I would also 

like to compliment the Commission on initiating the preparation of its own report on regional 

certification rather than leaving it till the end.  

 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you all for your commitment to polio eradication and 

for ensuring eventual regional certification, which I hope will be soon.  

 

I wish you a productive meeting and a pleasant stay in Cairo.    

 

 


