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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all, on behalf of WHO, to attend this 

regional PulseNet consultation, here in the WHO Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean. 

  

Foodborne bacterial infections remain among the most serious infections in the 

Eastern Mediterranean Region and it is high time that countries consider seriously the 

need to do something about them. 

  

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

PulseNet USA is the American molecular surveillance network for foodborne 

bacterial infections. Since its implementation in 1996, PulseNet has been instrumental in 

the recognition and investigation of numerous foodborne outbreaks caused by 
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Salmonella, E. coli, Shigella, Listeria and Campylobacter in the United States of 

America. PulseNet has been so efficient that it is now considered the gold standard for 

molecular laboratory surveillance of foodborne and enteric pathogens. Sister networks 

have, since 2002, been established in Canada, Europe, Latina America and in the Asia-

Pacific region under the umbrella of PulseNet International.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is my honour today, to announce this first consultation on PulseNet for the WHO 

Eastern Mediterranean Region Member States. This activity is being held here in the 

Regional Office, with the support of several partners, including the Centers for Disease 

Prevention and Control, Atlanta, USA; the WHO Office in Lyon and NAMRU-3, Cairo, 

Egypt. I would like to extend my sincere thanks to these partners for their assistance, and 

welcome them most sincerely to the Regional Office. It is extremely timely that the 

PulseNet International networking extends to the Eastern Mediterranean Region, and I 

hope that this will be only the beginning of such collaboration. 

 

I would like to wish you every success in your new endeavour. On our side, the 

Regional Office promises every possible technical assistance for this new project, and the 

food laboratory training activities that will follow. 

          

I look forward to your deliberations, recommendations and plans of action; and 

hope that you will enjoy your short stay in Cairo, both technically and socially. 

 

Good luck and I thank you once more for your participation  

 

 


