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Your Excellencies, Minister of Health and Population and Minister of Planning, 

Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

It is my pleasure to participate in this important meeting hosted by VACSERA and 

supported by the Islamic Development Bank. We very much appreciate the invitation to the 

WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean by the organizers to take part jointly in the 

meeting as a partner and as a technical agency to contribute to the subjects under discussion. I 

appreciate very much the leadership of the Organization of Islamic Conference and the Islamic 

Development Bank in supporting this crucial work in countries of the Islamic Ummah. It is an 



 2

area of work which has an important role to play in human security and human health, now and 

in the future.   

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

According to the Constitution of the WHO the objective of the Organization is the 

attainment by all peoples of the highest possible level of health. To achieve this, we believe that 

prevention is better than cure, and vaccines provide us with powerful and cost-effective ways of 

ensuring prevention against lethal communicable diseases. Universal immunization against 

common communicable diseases has been one of the vital components of the WHO strategy to 

achieve the stated objective of Health for All. The way in which smallpox was eradicated from 

the face of the earth and in which polio is now being eradicated represents a human triumph over 

disease. Never before in history have diseases been dealt with in such a way as to rid humanity of 

them altogether. It is vaccines that enable us to do this.   

 

Naturally, WHO considers it extremely important that every child, regardless of where 

she or he lives, whether poor or rich, whether boy or girl, whether black or white, is immunized 

according to a national schedule of immunization. No child should die from a vaccine-

preventable disease in our Region. In order to ensure this, production, supply and availability of 

vaccines are critical factors.  

 

In this context, WHO along with UNICEF has for long partnered with governments to 

ensure the reliable supply of vaccines and the establishment of related health infrastructure within  

countries. 

 

Realizing the importance of prevention through immunization, WHO also has a long 

history of working with governments by way of assisting them to become self-reliant in vaccine 

production. We understand that it is not feasible for every country to set up a vaccine production 

facility, but where feasible it should not be ignored. We pay special attention to those developing 

countries which have the potential to produce vaccines locally. We support them with the aim, 

not only of meeting their own vaccine needs but also to serve countries in their vicinity. In the 
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Eastern Mediterranean Region, we have been specifically working with Egypt, Islamic Republic 

of Iran, Pakistan and Tunisia in this connection. We consider this as important strategic work, 

crucial for human health and security. 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

Vaccine production is important, but the story is not complete without assigning equal 

importance and attention to vital aspects of vaccine quality, through ensuring the good 

functioning of an efficient national vaccine quality assurance system. One of the ways in which 

we promote this is through supporting and strengthening National Regulatory Authorities 

(NRAs). We consider National Regulatory Authority to be the national institutional basis for 

ensuring that what is produced in or imported into the country as a health product is of reliable 

quality, safety and efficacy. We promote the concept of ONE National Regulatory Authority in 

the country which is responsible for medicines, vaccines and other biologicals, traditional 

medicines, medical devices and other health or health-related products. When we emphasize the 

importance of an independent National Regulatory Authority for Vaccines, we mean that it 

should be independent from vaccine-producing, importing and supporting institutions. This does 

not mean it should be independent from the National Medicines Regulatory Authority. We are 

aware that quality assurance of vaccines and biologicals requires specialized expertise in certain 

areas. Therefore, we strongly recommend the establishment of a specialized department for 

quality assurance of vaccines, and other biologicals within the National Regulatory Authority.  

 

“Special Note to RD to say but not written” 

The organizational set-up of such well developed regulatory authorities of the 

USFDA and the European Medicines Agency, which has been also adopted in two countries 

of the Region, Jordan and Saudi Arabia, is worth consideration by our countries. 

 

National regulation is an integral part of any self-sufficiency discussion. For us it is 

crucial, and let me say it in the strongest and most unequivocal terms, that vaccine production 

takes place according to well defined international standards of quality, and National Regulatory 
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Authorities should be able to ensure compliance to these regulatory norms. Anything less than 

that is not acceptable. When public health is at stake, no compromise or laxity is possible.  

 

Trends in the world have been changing lately in this field. Although major research and 

development still takes place in industrialized countries, more than half of the vaccines being 

used in developing countries are now coming from developing countries themselves. The number 

of vaccine producers in industrialized countries is decreasing, which further necessitates the 

strengthening of reliable vaccine production in developing countries. If quality can be ensured 

and if National Regulatory Authorities function effectively, the market horizons can be limitless 

for vaccine producers in our countries.  

 

In this context, WHO has been supporting countries to live up to the WHO standards by 

assisting them to improve their vaccine production and strengthen their National Regulatory 

Authorities. Prequalification not only brings international credibility but also ensures business – 

UN agencies can confidently choose your vaccines for supplying internationally. In this meeting 

you will be listening in detail to the prequalification requirements and processes.  

 

The WHO Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean, starting from 1992, has 

supported Member States of the Region in their bid to become self-sufficient in vaccine 

production, both quantitatively and qualitatively. There has been some progress but much still is 

required. The Regional Office has also prepared a strategy and action plan for achieving self-

sufficiency in the area of vaccines, and this will be presented to you during this meeting. We 

would welcome your input to this strategy, as it can still be modified.  

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

I am glad to note that in this meeting senior policy-makers from ministries of health are 

also participating along with heads of the National Regulatory Authorities and vaccine 

production facilities. This is a unique opportunity for all of us to engage in this discussion, 

benefit from others’ experiences, build partnerships with each other and contribute to achieving 

the national and regional goals of self-sufficiency in vaccine production.  
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Dear Colleagues, 

 

I can assure you that WHO will continue to support Member States in establishing and 

strengthening national capacity for vaccine production and regulation, not only for meeting the 

national needs but for addressing the regional requirements and those of the Muslim Ummah at 

large.  

 

I once again thank the organizers of the meeting and wish you a fruitful and successful 

meeting and an enjoyable stay in the beautiful and historical city of Cairo. 
 


