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Your Excellency Dr Mohamed Al-Noami, Minister of Health and Population,  
Members of the Technical Advisory Group,  
Excellencies the Ambassadors 
Representatives of Partner Agencies, 
Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to the First Meeting of the Technical 

Advisory Group for Poliomyelitis Eradication in Yemen. I would like to express my 

gratitude to the TAG members for accepting to serve on this group and for sparing the time 

from their very busy schedule to be with us for these two days. I would also like to extend a 

warm welcome to H.E. Dr Mohamed Al-Noami, Minister of Health and Population, and all 

the staff of the Ministry and to acknowledge their sincere commitment and the significant 

efforts made to achieve the target of polio eradication from the Republic of Yemen. It is a 
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pleasure to have with us also representatives of our close partners, particularly UNDP, 

UNICEF, USAID, CDC, Rotary International, the European Commission, Germany, Japan 

and the Netherlands.  

Dear Colleagues, 

Following the acceleration of the global programme of polio eradication in the 1990s, 

the Republic of Yemen gave very special attention to the implementation of the eradication 

strategies and within a relatively short period Yemen managed to prove beyond doubt that it 

was free of polio. Yemen was ahead of so many countries in the Region and globally. In this 

regard, I would like to express a special appreciation to H. E. the President of the Republic 

of Yemen, whose attention to polio eradication was much in evidence and who personally 

inaugurated all the campaigns conducted between 1996 and early 2004. His personal support 

and that of the Government of Yemen were behind Yemen’s achievements.  

Dear Colleagues, 

In 2003 the Global Technical Consultative Group on Polio Eradication, faced with 

limited resources available to the programme, made a decision to restrict support for 

Supplementary Immunization Activities to endemic countries and so no external funds were 

made available for countries who had succeeded in stopping transmission, including Yemen. 

Unfortunately, that same year Nigeria, one of the endemic countries, suspended all 

immunization activities without any logical reason and was responsible for a wave of spread 

to many countries who had already achieved eradication of the virus from their territories. 

One of these countries was Sudan in early 2004, causing an epidemic that reached all over 

Sudan and began to spread eastwards, reaching Yemen in early 2005.  

When the virus reached Sudan, I alerted all countries of the Region to be on their 

guard for possible importation, and particularly to strengthen surveillance to ensure early 

detection of any importation. Again, when the virus crossed the Red Sea and imported cases 

were detected in Saudi Arabia, I made another alert and sent a special letter to His 

Excellency the Minister of Health of Yemen who immediately decided to conduct an NID 

and requested WHO financial support both for operational expenses and for vaccine. WHO 
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made available funds for operational expenses but, in view of the global shortage of vaccine, 

it was not possible to provide the required vaccine before the beginning of April. At the 

same time the country was in the grip of an epidemic of dengue fever and the surveillance 

system for AFP was fully occupied with dengue fever, to the extent that it missed 

identification of early cases of polio for almost two months, allowing the virus to get a very 

strong hold in Yemen.  

In addition to this delayed identification and response, the April campaign, which was 

conducted before polio transmission was recognized, was not of the standard required to 

address an importation. 

All these factors against a background of very low immunity in children, particularly 

the young children, made it very easy for the wild virus to spread significantly causing this 

very unfortunate epidemic. 

Dear Colleagues, 

On the bright side, Yemen has again achieved a miracle by controlling the epidemic in 

a record time of just a few months. The date of the last confirmed case was 1 October 2005 

and with a system of surveillance which is working very well. 

I wish however to warn against complacency, to emphasize that the job is not yet done 

and that we must not forget the reasons behind the epidemic, and the need to address them 

comprehensively. 

 As I indicated earlier, the background of low immunity due to weak routine 

immunization was one of the main factors behind this extensive spread. It is, therefore, basic 

to ensure that every child born in Yemen is vaccinated against all preventable diseases. It 

will guard not only against polio, but against measles, whooping cough and diphtheria, 

which have also been causing outbreaks and epidemics in the recent past. The second most 

important element is to further strengthen surveillance. 
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Dear Colleagues, 

Your meeting today comes at a very critical stage for the polio programme in Yemen 

and the whole world. The experience in Yemen in using the monovalent vaccine 

successfully has been one of the main strategic successes in the global programme and has 

been one of the factors in renewing our hopes for eradicating polio in the near future. 

 I am sure your deliberation and recommendations will be of great help to the 

Ministry of Health and Population in planning necessary efforts to consolidate success and 

complete the job. 

I wish to take this opportunity to acknowledge the strong collaboration and support 

extended to the programme from the partners, particularly UNICEF, Rotary International, 

the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, USAID, the European Community, the Gulf 

Cooperation Council countries, the strong support of UN agencies in Yemen, the Red 

Crescent and the Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit throughout. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you again for taking the time from your busy 

schedules to attend this meeting and we all look forward to your valuable guidance and 

recommendations. With your advice, and the commitment of the government and partners, I 

am sure we will soon celebrate success.  

All that remains for me is to wish you a pleasant stay in Sana’a. 


