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HRH Prince Abdulaziz Bin Ahmed Al-Saud, 
Your Excellency, Ladies and Gentlemen  

It gives me great pleasure to be here with you on this great occasion––the re-launching 

in Sudan of the global initiative of Vision 2020––The Right to Sight, the aim of which is to 

reduce avoidable blindness.  

Blindness and visual impairment remain a major public health problem in the world 

today.   Unfortunately, there are an estimated 37 million people worldwide who suffer from 

blindness and 161 million who suffer from visual disability, around 80% of which is 

avoidable. Cataract, which can be easily operated upon and cured, is responsible for more 

then half of the blindness in the world.  Glaucoma, diabetic retinopathy, trachoma, 

uncorrected refractive errors and childhood blindness make up the rest. If we do not take 

active steps now, the population suffering from blindness and visual impairment will 

double within the next 25 years.  
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In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, an estimated 6 million people are blind and over 

22 million people suffer from visual impairment. Most of the population suffering from 

blindness and visual impairment live mainly in countries with a large population, low income 

and relatively weak health care infrastructure.  

In Sudan blindness remains a major public health problem with around half a million 

of the population blind, mostly due cataract. Glaucoma, trachoma, onchocerciasis and 

childhood blindness come next as causes of blindness.   

It is well known that blindness has profound human and socioeconomic consequences. 

The cost of lost productivity and of rehabilitation and education of the blind constitutes a 

significant economic burden, particularly for developing countries. Furthermore, blindness is 

often associated with lower life expectancy. Thus, spending on blindness prevention 

programmes is a worthwhile investment. 

Cataract, which causes around 60% of blindness in Sudan, can easily be cured with 

inexpensive surgery, but many poor patients cannot afford to pay for it. Also, trachoma, 

which is a preventable cause of blindness, remains a public health problem in Sudan, 

especially in the south. 

Ladies and Gentleman  

To address this issue in 1999, WHO, along with the International Agency for 

Prevention of Blindness and other nongovernmental organizations, launched Vision 2020–

The Right to Sight, a global initiative to eliminate avoidable blindness. Sudan has also come 

forward to reduce avoidable blindness by launching its own initiative of Vision 2020.  

As you know, the long civil war had a profound impact on health care infrastructure in 

Sudan particularly in the south. Following the historic peace agreement with the south, the 

door is now open for development to benefit all the needy people in Sudan, and they are in 

need of generous support from all of us. 

In order to strengthen eye care in Sudan, WHO’s Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean has supplied basic eye care equipment to 15 district eye care units, including 

the teaching hospital in Khartoum.  Also, in collaboration with the Ministry of Health we are 

expanding our partnerships by working with Rotary International, the Arab Medical Union 
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and the Federal of Islamic Medical Associations (FIMA) to reduce blindness in different parts 

of Sudan. The south is now the priority area, where around 8 districts have no eye care 

facilities at all. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank His Royal Highness, Chairman of 

IAPB/IMPACT-EMR, the Carter Centre, Christoffel-Blindenmission (CBM), Al Bassar 

International Foundation, regional nongovernmental organizations as well as national 

nongovernmental organizations working in Sudan, for participating in this initiative. 

Additional resources are necessary to strengthen and expand eye care to the underserved 

population, and I hope that by re-launching the Global Initiative of Vision 2020 Sudan will 

build up a strong partnership with all interested partners to address the issue of avoidable 

blindness as a health priority. 

Once again I would like to thank all our distinguished guests for their support  to 

reduce avoidable blindness in Sudan.    

 Finally, on behalf of the Regional Office I would like to assure Your Excellency of 

our continued cooperation and support to achieve the goals of Vision 2020. 

God Bless you all. 

 

 


