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Mr Chairman, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to the Fourteenth Meeting of the Regional 

Commission for Certification of Poliomyelitis Eradication. 

Mr Chairman, I continue to be thankful to you and all members of the Regional 

Commission for your continued dedication to the eradication of poliomyelitis from the Region and 

to ensuring eventual certification. Your task seems to getting more difficult as we approach, 

hopefully, the final stages of polio eradication. 

Following the reintroduction of polio in Sudan we faced consecutive problems: an 

epidemic in Sudan starting in May 2004, an epidemic in Yemen early this year, about which you 
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heard at your last meeting, and more recently one in Somalia. There, cases are being reported after 

a gap of nearly three years and at just about the time when we were getting ready to submit 

Somalia’s National Documentation for Certification for your review. While these epidemics are 

most unfortunate, they do reflect the fragility of the epidemiological situation in several of the 

countries in our region and impress upon us the need to be extra vigilant and to ensure maximum 

coverage of routine immunization and supplementary immunization activities. 

I am pleased to note that the epidemic in Sudan seems to be winding down as the last case 

was reported nearly six months ago on 17 June, and the same for the epidemic in Yemen which 

was brought under control in record time. The last reported case had a date of onset in August.  

I would like to take this opportunity to pay tribute to the large number of national and 

international staff who exerted tremendous efforts to deal with these outbreaks expeditiously.  

In view of the experience gained from handling the recent outbreaks and importations, it 

was felt essential to revise the regional guidelines for national plans for dealing with importations, 

and these are being submitted to you for your review and endorsement. 

The situation in the endemic countries continues to improve. This year up to the end of 

November, 4 cases of wild poliovirus have been reported from Afghanistan, 19 from Pakistan as 

compared to 53 in 2004 , while in Egypt no cases have been reported since May 2004 and results 

of environmental sampling have been negative since January of this year. The annualized non-

polio AFP rate is above the certification standard in all countries except for three, including two 

countries with small populations.  

Apart from convening meetings of Technical Advisory Groups for endemic countries, the 

programme has also supported AFP surveillance reviews in a number of countries in the Region. 

You will of course be hearing about the outcome of these meetings and reviews during your 

deliberations. We have also taken steps to strengthen our coordination with the WHO Regional 

Office for Africa, including synchronization of polio eradication activities in Djibouti, Somalia and 

Sudan with the neighbouring countries of Africa and exchange of information between the two 

regions. 
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I am pleased to note that you will be reviewing the National Documentation from Palestine 

and provisional reports from Egypt and Pakistan and would like to express my appreciation to the 

respective Chairmen of the National Certification Committees and the programme managers in 

these countries for preparing and validating these reports. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank you all once again for your commitment to polio 

eradication activities and for allocating the time to attend this and other polio related meetings. I 

wish you a productive meeting and a pleasant stay in Cairo. 

 

 


