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Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, Dear Colleagues 

It always gives me great pleasure to welcome you to Jordan, a country that with limited 

resources is able to provide an optimal health care system for its population. I would like to 

thank His Excellency Eng. Said Darwazeh, Minister of Health, for agreeing to host the workshop 

in Amman, and Dr Janiet Mirza Niqur, for facilitating the workshop in the National Blood 

Transfusion Center, which has long been an active WHO Collaborating Centre. I would also like 

to thank the Government of Luxembourg and our colleagues from WHO headquarters for their 

help in organizing this workshop.  
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Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Blood transfusion is an essential part of patient care. When used correctly, it saves lives 

and improves health.  However, transfusions carry potential risks associated with blood that is 

not screened, stored and transported within a temperature-regulated environment. For the 

retention of its usefulness and safety, blood must be kept at the correct temperature from the time 

of donation until the time of transfusion. This is called the blood cold chain: a series of 

interconnected activities involving equipment, personnel and processes that are critical for the 

safe storage and transportation of blood from collection to transfusion. Like any sequential 

process, the links that mark the passage of a unit of donated blood from the donor to the patient 

must maintain their individual integrity. If they do not, the whole chain, or process, may be 

threatened. This has potentially fatal consequences for the recipient of the blood, and this is why 

each link must be strong. 

The countries of the WHO Eastern Mediterranean Region are at different stages of 

development of blood transfusion systems, according to their health system infrastructure, their 

workforce and their level of health expenditure. WHO is providing technical support in 

upgrading blood transfusion facilities as part of health systems and services development. 

Particular interest is being paid to biomedical technology, including the blood cold chain. 

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

An effective blood cold chain makes blood safer for patients and prevents needless waste 

of a scarce national resource. It is therefore important that the blood cold chain is maintained and 

that WHO promotes its development and use. This workshop is aimed at promoting the use of 

blood cold chain in the Region with focus on developing necessary capabilities in this important 

area. These efforts will be further continued with the help of centres of excellence in the Region, 

including the WHO Collaborating Centre in Jordan. 



 3

Dear Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

I would like to assure you of WHO’s support in promoting all the concepts of blood 

transfusion safety, including promotion of the use of the blood cold chain.  This workshop is one 

of many building blocks being put into place in this direction. 

I wish you fruitful training and a pleasant stay in Amman, and I look forward to your 

evaluations and plans of action, to further strengthen blood safety in our Region. 

Thank you 

 


