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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you today to the Global Youth Tobacco Survey  

Training and Analysis Workshop. In 1998, WHO’s Tobacco Free Initiative and the Office on 

Smoking and Health of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta began 

working on the development and implementation of a Global Youth Tobacco Survey as part 

of a global tobacco control surveillance system. By early 2004, 126 of the 192 Member States 

of WHO had completed the Survey. Twenty-five countries have already repeated the Survey, 

and 17 others are currently repeating it.  

With these tremendous achievements, all six WHO Regions and their Member States 

recognize the invaluable data the Survey provides and the importance of having a systematic 

global surveillance system in place to generate updated information related to youth and 

tobacco use. In the Eastern Mediterranean Region, the Survey findings have shown that 
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27.8% of youth start smoking before the age of 10 years and that overall smoking prevalence 

among youth aged 15 years and older has reached 35% among males and 4% among females. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

These figures call for serious action, as youth are the building blocks of our society and 

must therefore be protected through all possible measures, of which the most important is the 

WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC).  

The WHO FCTC, adopted by the World Health Assembly in May 2003, is the world’s 

first ever public health treaty designed to reduce tobacco-related deaths around the world  by 

requiring countries, within five years of ratification, unless constitutional barriers exist, to 

enact comprehensive tobacco control legislation. One very important feature of the WHO 

FCTC is the call for countries to establish programmes for national, regional and global 

surveillance. 

The WHO FCTC and the Global Youth Tobacco Survey are therefore inter-related, as 

they share the common goal of developing, implementing and evaluating effective tobacco 

control programmes in all WHO’s 192 Member States. Simply put, what the WHO FCTC 

asks countries to monitor, the Survey measures. Moreover, findings from the Survey have 

provided evidence-based information that directly supports and reinforces specific Articles of 

the WHO FCTC.  

• Where Article 8 of the WHO FCTC calls for countries to provide for protection from 

exposure to tobacco smoke in public places, the Survey results highlight that need. In the 

Region, 79.6% of students live in homes where others smoke, 70% are exposed to smoke 

in public places and 96.6% think that smoking should be banned in public places. 

• Where Article 12 calls for countries to develop and implement effective tobacco 

prevention curricula in schools, the Survey results reflect that need. Only 53.7% of 

students have classes that educate them on the harmful effects of tobacco use. 

• Where Article 13 refers to the need for countries to pass laws to regulate advertising, 

promotion and sponsorship of tobacco, the Survey results show that need. 80.7% of the 

students had seen pro-smoking media messages in the 30 days prior to the conduct of the 

Survey. 

• Where Article 14 calls for countries to promote cessation of tobacco use and treatment for 

tobacco dependence, the Survey findings reflect that need. 80.6% of youth who smoke 
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expressed the desire to stop smoking and 97% had actually tried to stop smoking during 

the past year. 

• Where Article 16 emphasizes the need for laws restricting the sale of tobacco products to 

adolescents under the age of 18 years, findings of the Survey reflect that need. 63.7% of 

youth who smoke had purchased their cigarettes in a store and 95.1% of them were not 

asked to show proof of age at the time of their purchase.  

 

The relationship between the WHO FCTC and the Global Youth Tobacco Survey is 

undoubtedly clear. The synergy between them offers countries a unique opportunity to 

develop, implement and evaluate their own comprehensive tobacco control programmes. Let 

us therefore use both tools in conjunction with one another to combat tobacco use, which is 

the single largest preventable cause of death and disease worldwide. 

I take this opportunity to thank CDC Atlanta for constantly exerting all efforts necessary 

to assist WHO and countries of the Region in their tobacco control activities. Without the 

assistance and support of CDC, this workshop would not have been possible, nor would the 

Global Youth Tobacco Survey have been such a successful and integral component in our 

national, regional and global efforts to control tobacco. With this workshop we celebrate the 

involvement of all countries of the Region in the Global Youth Tobacco Survey; today 7 

countries will be carrying out another round of the survey for the second or even the third 

time. 

In closing, allow me to thank you all and to wish you a fruitful meeting and a pleasant 

stay in Cairo.  

 

 


