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Distinguished Participants, Dear Colleagues, Ladies and gentlemen,  

 

It gives me great pleasure to welcome you to this important event, the Intercountry 

Workshop on the Child Health Policy Initiative (CHPI). I wish also to welcome staff from WHO 

headquarters and representatives of the UNICEF country offices and of Aga Khan Development 

Network. 

 

Dear Colleagues,  

 

It is great pleasure to witness the second event on the child health policy document 

development initiative (CHPI), which proves that the process is ongoing and that much progress 

has been achieved. As much as I wanted to be with you today I regret my absence due to other 

previous commitments. 
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 Children are the future of our families, communities and countries, and they have to 

develop and grow up to be healthy members of society. Without health there can be no real 

development. Our aim therefore is to ensure healthy generations who can carry out the 

responsibility of our nations’ development. To ensure this, full commitment at all levels 

(political, technical, social, community) should be given to child health.  

 

Commitments are translated at the global level by many manifestations particularly the 

adoption by the global community of the Millennium Development Goals, where one specific 

goal – Goal 4 – in addition to other indicators coming under other goals, is dedicated to 

children’s health. Yet, often, those commitments are not translated into effective work to achieve 

those goals. 

 

The ultimate objective of the regional initiative on development of child health policy 

(CHPI) was to give highest level of commitment and priority to children’s health. The initiative 

was launched in October 2003 and joined in its earliest phases by five countries, namely Egypt, 

Morocco, Sudan, Syrian Arab Republic and Tunisia. I am very pleased to note that four more 

countries are joining the CHPI. I hope that they will learn from the experience of the 5 countries 

who have already made progress in the initiative.  

 

The expected outcome of this initiative is the development of a national child health 

policy that has the highest level of commitment in the country, that integrates all elements related 

to child health in one document, that delineates policies related to child health in the country and 

mechanisms to translate them into action and that serves as a guide to all partners concerned with 

child health. The objective of the initiative is not only to have this document per se but also to 

identify strategies to translate the contents of the policy document into action and to also make 

sure that the necessary measures to put the policy into action are in place.   

 

As you are aware, the CHPI consists of three phases: 

1. Child health situation analysis phase 

2. Policy document development phase 

3. Policy adoption phase. 
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I am pleased to see that some of the five countries have completed the first phase and now 

have a child health situation analysis report approved by the Minister of Health. These will now 

serve as an excellent documentation and a thorough analysis on the factors affecting child health. 

This analysis will lead to the identification of the policy issues to be addressed by the policy 

document that will be the focus of the efforts in the coming phase. 

 

This first phase was not an easy one. It required a lot of effort and was characterized by 

the conduct of a comprehensive analysis of all factors related to and affecting child health: 

political, economic, social, demographic, cultural, systemic, programmatic, partners and major 

players, human resources, and so on. I am sure that gathering the information from the many 

concerned partners on such complex issues was a difficult process, to say the least. However, I 

believe that all of you will agree with me that it was a very useful process, first because the 

report is a good reference for all those child health-related factors; second because the analysis 

exercise that you passed through was a very rich and new experience for most of us; and third 

because the transparency with which you wrote those reports will help a lot in addressing the 

major factors that might create obstacles to the improvement of child health status in our 

countries. 

 

From our side, we tried our best to assist the countries throughout this process by 

conducting an intercountry workshop to present and share experiences, developing a guide on the 

first phase of the child health policy initiative and providing technical support and follow-up to 

your work.    

 

Let me conclude these observations by saying that I consider the child health policy 

initiative as a real landmark in our collaborative work for child health in the Region.   

 

Dear Colleagues, 

 

I would like to thank you all for participating in this important workshop.  I am confident 

that you will be able to develop comprehensive plans of action to ensure the successful 

implementation of this initiative and I am sure that next year we will be celebrating the official 
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adoption of the policy documents in some of our countries. I am looking forward to a successful 

outcome for your Workshop. Let me take this opportunity to reiterate the full commitment of the 

Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean to children in the Region. 

 

Child health is our joint responsibility, so let us work together for the healthy future of 

our nations. Let us all take Prophet’s Mohammed ε saying as guidance in our work for children 

“You have all responsibilities and everyone is responsible for his subordinates”  

"آلكم راع وآلكم مسؤول عن رعيته"الحديث الشريف للرسول الكريم صلى اهللا عليه وسلم   

  

May God help us all to work for the benefit and the glorious future of our nations through 

supporting the health of our children.  

 

I wish you a successful meeting and a pleasant stay in Cairo.  

 


